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“Then it's a Date!”
Respected citizens 
of India, It is my 
responsibility to 
share with you 
all that a wise 
woman, during her 
time on this earth, 

told me that anything worth loving 
is worth fighting for. And when a 
couple fights all the time about 
minor issues, it shows the pair is 
really fortunate.

So, after listening to her, I 
informed her,  "You truly have a  
genius grasp of the dynamics in a 
healthy relationship; this is what 
we refer to as a 'lovers' quarrel'." 
Additionally, I expressed my 
gratitude by saying, "Thank you very 
much, Miss Young Lady."

And trust me, she was fighting 
with me all the time, and I was liking 
that. In fact, if she did not fight a 
day with me, then I immediately 
asked her, "Is all well?" Then she 
was telling me that "Aaj mujhe aapse 
ladne ka (behas karne) ka mann 
nahi hai, kyunki roz-roz aapko tang 
karna accha nahi lagta hai choti 
choti baaton par" (Today I don't feel 
like fighting with you since I don't 
like fighting you every day for little 
matters).

She also mentioned that love is a 
wonderful gift from God, especially 
when you don't expect anything in 
return from the person you love, 
whether it's him, her, or anyone else. 
It’s important to continue loving 
someone who has a kind heart and 
good character.

I then told her, "I love you." When 
she heard that, she went home, and I 
went to my own home. 

And believe me, after telling her, I 
did not show my face to her and did 
not receive her phone calls for three 
days. But we met for some work, and 
she asked me why I did not show my 
face or why you hadn’t returned my 

calls. I explained to her that I thought 
you were upset with me because 
I had told you that day that I loved 
you.Then she told me, "nahi thoda 
thoda achha lagha." "No, I liked it a 
little bit," and after listening, I was on 
cloud nine. I asked if we might meet 
tomorrow, and she said sure, so I 
told her, "It's a date, Miss Princess."

Now, ladies and gentlemen, it's 
time to talk about the February 9 
cover page and its concept, as well 
as the cover story and its headline.

So, my respected citizens,  the 
most recent cover page of National 
Political Mirror, the only weekly 
political magazine in the world, says 
that the new government in Delhi, led 
by the BJP, will fix the problems that 
the previous government left behind 
over the last 11 years.

And I say this simply because, 
in the recently finished 2025 Delhi 
Assembly Elections, the BJP won 
after 27 years, and not only that, but 
the BJP scored a historic triumph 
because voters believed in the party 
and its promises. And the results of 
the 2025 Delhi Assembly elections 
were announced on February 8, 
2025, capturing power in the national 
capital after nearly three decades 
and unseating the ruling Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP).

While the BJP won 48 seats in 
the 70-member legislative assembly, 
the AAP earned only 22 seats, down 
from 62 in the 2020 elections.
Meanwhile, Congress faced another 
defeat, finishing without any seats 
for the third consecutive time.

On the other side, I don't know  
who and what they are stating about 
the recently finished 2025 Delhi 
Assembly polls and their results.

However, I am expressing and 
sharing my thoughts through my 
editorial in this issue based on what 
I have learnt about politics since 
1996. By the way, I have been eating 

politics for breakfast, lunch, snacks, 
and dinner since 1996.

I would like to explain why Arvind 
Kejriwal lost his own New Delhi 
Assembly seat, which was previously 
held by the late Congress leader and 
former chief minister of Delhi, Sheila 
Dikshit, from 1998 to 2023.

Prior to Sheila Dikshit, the New 
Delhi assembly constituency was 
held by Kirti Azad, a former BJP 
leader and current TMC Lok Sabha 
MP, during the 1993 Delhi Assembly 
Polls.

So, the New Delhi Assembly 
constituency was originally held by 
the BJP, and the party won it again. 
Previously, the New Delhi Assembly 
constituency was known as the Gole 
Market constituency. The New Delhi 
Assembly Constituency is part of the 
New Delhi Lok Sabha constituency. 
In 2008, the delimitation commission 
reorganised and formed this 
constituency.

To keep talking about Arvind 
Kejriwal and the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP), I believe Arvind Kejriwal knew 
that the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
would lose the 2025 Delhi Assembly 
elections despite delivering welfare 
plans to Delhi residents, often 
known as freebie schemes.He would 
have been aware that the ground 
situation for the Aam Aadmi Party in 
the 2025 Delhi Assembly elections 
would differ from that of the 2013, 
2015, and 2020 elections. As of 
the 2013 assembly elections, the 
Aam Aadmi Party got 28 seats, but 
any party needed 36 seats to form 
government. 

However, the Aam Aadmi Party 
formed a government in 2013 with 
external backing from the Congress 
and Arvind Kejriwal, who became 
chief minister. However, in the 2020 
and 2015 assembly elections, the 
Aam Aadmi Party won resoundingly 
and formed the government with no 

EDITORIAL
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backing from any other party under 
the leadership of Arvind Kejriwal, 
becoming chief minister for the third 
time in 2020.

However, in December 2024, 
he resigned and allowed his 
party leader, Atishi, to become 
the chief minister. I have already 
mentioned the reason for Arvind 
Kejriwal's resignation in the previous 
paragraph.As Arvind Kejriwal was 
aware of the ground reality, that's 
why in December 2024, the Arvind 
Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
joined hands with Prashant Kishore's 
political consultancy firm, the Indian 
Political Action Committee (I-PAC), 
to enhance campaign strategies 
and outreach ahead of the 2025 
Delhi Assembly elections. But the 
partnership failed, as the Aam 
Aadmi Party's performance was 
much poorer than in the 2013, 2015, 
and 2020 assembly polls.

Additionally, I was aware that 
the Aam Aadmi Party would lose 
the 2025 Assembly polls based 
on my daily conversations with 
Delhi voters. In fact, I tweeted on 
December 7, 2024, stating that, 
trust me, neither IPac, Tea Pack, 
nor Data Pack will prevent the BJP 
from increasing its seats in the Delhi 

Assembly Elections. At the same 
time, in tweets on December 5, 2024, 
I stated that neither IPac, Tea Pack, 
nor Data Pack will prevent Congress 
from opening accounts for the 2025 
Delhi Assembly elections.

I was confident that Congress 
would open its accounts for the 2025 
Delhi Assembly polls, but the party 
did not. Therefore, I apologise for my 
tweets in which I stated that neither 
IPac, Tea Pack, nor Data Pack would 
prevent Congress from establishing 
its presence in the upcoming 
elections.I was confident that 
Congress would open its accounts 
for the 2025 Delhi Assembly polls, 
but the party did not.Therefore, I 
apologise for tweets stating that 
neither IPac, Tea Pack, nor Data 
Pack would prevent Congress from 
opening its accounts.

However, if Arvind Kejriwal had 
not resigned as chief minister after 
being released from Tihar Jail on 
bail in connection with the alleged 
liquor policy scam in 2024, he could 
have saved his own assembly seat, 
and the Aam Aadmi Party could 
have retained power, but not with 
the results achieved by the party in 
the 2015 and 2020 Delhi Assembly 
elections. 

I believed that the BJP wanted 
Arvind Kejriwal to resign as chief 
minister, and he did just that when 
he stepped down without a second 
thought.The BJP was on the lookout 
for prime opportunities, and it found 
one following the CAG reports on 
the "Sheesh Mahal," the official 
residence of the Delhi chief minister, 
and they simply took them.And 
those golden opportunities helped 
the BJP win the recently concluded 
2025 Delhi Assembly elections with 
great political strategies.

I also believed that the BJP's 
effective political strategies were 
centred around the "Sheesh Mahal," 
the official residence of the Delhi 
chief minister, where Arvind Kejriwal 
resided from 2015 until October 
2024.And believe me, I have no idea 
where or how the BJP planned the 
great strategy about the Delhi Chief 
Minister's official bungalow, which is 
now known to all Indians as "Sheesh 
Mahal," following the CAG report that 
stated that Arvind Kejriwal misused 
taxpayer funds to renovate the Chief 
Minister's bungalow, where he lived 
before resigning as Chief Minister.  

As part of the BJP's big political 
strategy for the recently finished 
2025 Delhi Assembly elections, the 

The official residence of the Delhi Chief Minister is currently known as "Sheesh Mahal"
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party has gone out to Delhi people 
and highlighted how Arvind Kejriwal 
misused taxpayers' money to build 
"Sheesh Mahal" for his own gain 
without first obtaining consent from 
the concerned department.  

Trust me, "Sheesh Mahal" was 
the best political campaign in the 
first polls of 2025, and there is 
nothing wrong with contesting polls 
with great political strategy, as it 
is the prerogative of each political 
party when they participate in any 
elections.As a result of "Sheesh 
Mahal," the Aam Aadmi Party faced 
defeat, with many of its sitting MLAs 
losing in the polls.

Therefore, I would like to extend 
my congratulations to all BJP and 
Congress leaders for successfully 
making "Sheesh Mahal" the focal 
point of the 2025 Delhi Assembly 
polls campaign.

I also believed that Delhi voters 
were persuaded by the explanations 
provided by BJP and Congress 
leaders regarding the Sheesh Mahal 
logic and the amount spent on its 
renovation, which served as Arvind 
Kejriwal's official residence from 
2015 until October 2024. Delhi voters 
were persuaded by the explanations 
provided by BJP and Congress 
leaders, but voters displayed greater 
confidence in BJP compared to 
Congress.

So "Sheesh Mahal" was the main 
reason why the Aam Aadmi Party 
lost the opportunity to rule Delhi 
for the fourth time. At the same 
time, the party not only missed the 
opportunities in Delhi for the fourth 
time but also witnessed key leaders 
losing their respective assembly 
seats. This has been detailed in 
the cover story, where I have also 
highlighted who lost and the specific 
seats, along with the second and 
third positions in the recently 
concluded Delhi assembly polls.

However, the BJP's vote share 
surged to almost 46 per cent, 

whereas AAP's decreased to 43.5 per 
cent.The BJP's vote share increased 
from more than 32% in 2015 to 38.5 
per cent in 2020, compared to the 
AAP's over 54% and 53.5 per cent, 
respectively.

Meanwhile, Congress, which 
has not secured a single seat for 
the third consecutive time in Delhi, 
experienced a slight increase in its 
vote share, garnering 6.34 per cent of 
the votes. However, I have included 
all details in the following pages of 
this edition.

Let us talk about those individuals 
and politicians who never went to 
collect ground reports but are now 
lecturing that the Congress and AAP 
should have contested the recently 
finished 2025 Delhi Assembly 
elections jointly. However, I would 
like to advise them that if they are 
unaware of ground reports in politics 
and the sentiments of voters, they 
should avoid writing and speaking 
about politics.

 I would also like to point out that if 
Congress and the Aam Aadmi Party 
had collaborated, I am confident that 
the BJP would have secured around 
60 assembly seats in the 2025 Delhi 
assembly elections. I want to extend 
my congratulations to the top leaders 
of Congress for their courageous 
decision to contest the 2025 Delhi 
Assembly elections independently.

While the party did not win any 
assembly seats, it did capture the 
hearts of thousands of people and 
instil great confidence in Congress 
cadres and supporters.I also tell 
them that to learn about the political 
plans of the BJP and the Congress, 
they should watch Amit Shah's press 
conference on YouTube, which was 
held on January 25, 2025, at the BJP 
office on Pandit Pant Marg in New 
Delhi.  

Now, I am almost at the end of 
my editorial, but before that, I would 
like to tell him not to lose sight of the 
friend who helped him in the past 

to build the Aam Aadmi Party, like 
the late former law minister Shanti 
Bhushan, who donated Rs 1 crore 
to the newly launched 'Aam Aadmi 
Party'.But now, his son Prashant 
Bhushan is not a part of the "Aam 
Aadmi Party," which was started with 
the help of Shanti Bhushan and his 
son Prashant Bhushan.In addition 
to Prashant Bhushan, several 
prominent individuals who played 
important roles in the formation of 
the Aam Aadmi Party have left the 
party for a variety of reasons. Only 
Arvind Kejriwal can explain why 
they are no longer a part of the 'Aam 
Aadmi Party', and I cannot write 
simply on hearsay. 

Since I have many friends, well-
wishers, and relatives who always 
help me without any expectations in 
return. At the same time, I have huge 
plans for those who have supported 
me and continue to help me through 
National Political Mirror, and I intend 
to fulfil them. 

I suggest that everyone should 
make good friends, or else one day 
you might feel lonely. If you are not 
on good terms with your friends, 
it's best to reach out and have a 
conversation with them. And, if 
necessary, apologise to them; one 
word of apology can resolve years of 
issues with them. Trust me, because 
I did. 

And, become friends with them 
again, since I believe they, too, want 
to be your pals again. If you do so, 
it will help your home to become a 
temple again, as it will be known as 
"Ghar Eak Mandir Hai" with great joy. 
By doing so, you will send positive 
messages to the globe, which may 
benefit you in the future.

Sanjeeb Kumar Sahoo
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

FORMER STUDENT OF IIMC, DKL
Follow @SanjDeep7 on X, the 

platform formerly known as Twitter
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RETURN OF BJP 
IN DELHI

At the same time, I am very impressed with both national political parties—BJP and 
Congress—for their strategies to defeat the top three leaders of the Aam Aadmi Party, 
as both the BJP and Congress's sole motto was to defeat the top three leaders of 
the Aam Aadmi Party, and both parties succeeded in their mission, defeating Arvind 
Kejriwal and Manish Sisodia respectively.

BY SANJEEB KUMAR SAHOO

COVER STORY
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I am not sure what other 
journalists or political gurus 
(experts) think of the 2025 
Delhi Assembly Polls and the 
Haryana and Maharashtra 

assembly election results, but I'm 
currently living with politics and 
eating politics for breakfast, lunch, 
snacks, and dinner.

The BJP's victory in Haryana and 
Maharashtra assembly elections 
was not easy, but it was made 
possible by exceptional political 
strategies from top leaders. Both 
states have BJP chief ministers.

In the same way, it wasn't easy 
for the BJP to win the 2025 Delhi 
Assembly Elections because the 
Aam Aadmi Party government 

was running schemes that helped 
people save money. For example, 
each household saved Rs. 2000 
to Rs. 3000 on their water and 
electricity bills, while women in 
Delhi benefited from free bus 
services, saving around Rs 1000 to 
Rs 1100 each month.

On the other hand, many senior 
citizens saved hundreds of rupees 
by using the free Mukhyamantri 
Tirth Yatra Yojana from the Delhi 
government, which was led by the 
Aam Aadmi Party.

Additionally, many citizens have 
reported receiving quality medical 
services in their respective 
areas through government 
dispensaries, Mohalla Clinics, 
and state government hospitals. 
Furthermore, children have 
expressed satisfaction with the 
facilities.

Furthermore, many children 
have expressed satisfaction with 
the facilities available in schools. 
During Covid-19, registered auto 
drivers received Rs 5000 for a few 
months from the Delhi government.

Many senior citizens have 
saved hundreds of rupees by 
using the government's free 
Mukhyamantri Tirth Yatra Yojana. 
Additionally, many citizens receive 
good medical services in their 
area through Mohalla Clinics 
and state government hospitals. 
Children also have access to 
good educational facilities. During 
Covid 19, registered auto drivers 
receive Rs 5000 for a few months 
from the Arvind Kejriwal-led Delhi 
government.

But, as someone correctly 

stated, where there is will, there is 
way, therefore the BJP will be able 
to win the polls because the party 
is always in the mood to win any 
poll, from Gram Panchayat to Lok 
Sabha elections.

So, as a result of the BJP's 
winning passion, the party won the 
2025 Delhi Assembly Elections, and 
not only that, but the BJP scripted 
a spectacular victory. And, the 
results of the 2025 Delhi Assembly 
elections were announced on 
February 8, 2025, capturing power 
in the national capital after nearly 
three decades and unseating the 
ruling Aam Aadmi Party (AAP).

All credit goes to BJP's top 
leaders and local cadres who 
worked tirelessly from 2020 to 
win the 2025 Delhi Assembly 
Elections. And the BJP and its 
top leaders worked hard to build 
strong political ground strategies, 
and their efforts and strategies 
paid off when the BJP won Delhi 
after 27 years.

In fact, several BJP leaders 
acknowledged many times that for 
the BJP, every assembly elections 
and Lok Sabha election is essential 
for them and they contest very 
seriously, such with full hidden 
stagesy, which is really good from 
a world's largest political party-
BJP.

While the BJP won 48 seats 
in the 70-member legislative 
assembly, the AAP earned only 22 
seats, down from 62 in the 2020 
elections.Meanwhile, Congress 
faced another defeat, finishing 
without any seats for the third 
consecutive time. Indeed, the 
Congress party did not manage 
to secure any seats for the 
third consecutive time in the 
2025 assembly elections. In the 
meantime, a party that wins at 
least 36 out of 70 assembly seats 
has the constitutional right to form 
the government of Delhi.

On the evening of February 8, at the BJP's 
national headquarters in New Delhi, BJP's 
top leader and Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and BJP national President JP Nadda 
received a rousing welcome from BJP 
cadres and all party leaders following the 
BJP's resounding victory in the 2025 Delhi 
assembly elections, and Narendra Modi 
later addressed BJP cadres.
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However, its vote share has 
increased from 4.26 percent in 
2020 to 6.34 percent in 2025 
due to strong political strategies 
during the polls, and this was 
made possible because the BJP 
and Congress did not counter 
each other during the elections, 
except for a few occasions. And, 
I also believe that Congress can 
perform better in upcoming polls 
by increasing its vote share in the 
recently concluded 2025 Delhi 
Assembly Polls.

I believe it was effective political 
strategies from both Congress and 
BJP, as I think both parties had a 
singular motive: to defeat Arvind 
Kejriwal and his party, the Aam 
Aadmi Party, in the 2025 Delhi 
elections. Assembly polls showed 
that both parties experienced 
success thanks to their robust 
political strategies.

However, in the recently 
concluded 2025 Delhi Assembly 
polls, the BJP won resoundingly 
when Congress played a key role 

in defeating Arvind Kejriwal and 
many sitting Aam Aadmi Party 
MLAs, including party leaders.

Additionally, I have detailed 
everything regarding the winners, 
as well as those who placed 
second and third in the polls, along 
with the number of votes received 
by candidates in the 2025 Delhi 
Assembly Polls in the following 
pages of the magazine.

On the other hand, if you 
watch 25 January's BJP's second 
most powerful leader and India's 
Home Minister Amit Shah's press 
conference video on BJP's official 
YouTube channel, all readers may 
understand BJP and Congress' 
strong political strategy.

In the meantime, a party that 
wins at least 36 out of 70 assembly 
seats has the constitutional right to 
form the government of Delhi. So, 
recent poll results have determined 
that the BJP will rule Delhi for the 
next five years, and I expect the 
BJP to keep the promises made in 
its manifesto and during political 

rallies by its top leaders.

BJP alwasy Active
In the 2020 Delhi Assembly 

Polls, the BJP secured eight 
assembly seats, yet its eight MLAs 
behaved as if there were more 
than 28 MLAs.All eight MLAs were 
consistently active both inside and 
outside the assembly. Whenever 
sessions were held in the Delhi 
Assembly and in the houses, these 
MLAs played a strong role as the 
opposition party members.

In fact, BJP MLAs have been 
thrown out of the assembly 
numerous times, but on September 
20, 2022, all BJP MLAs were 
forcibly thrown out by marshals 
on the order of deputy speaker 
Rakhi Birla after BJP MLA Mohan 
Singh Bisht protested against 
holding a debate on the issue 
of letters written for the posting 
of DTC drivers, claiming that a 
resolution needed to be brought 
for the debate. But Birla stated that 

At the BJP's national headquarters in New Delhi, Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressed gratitude to the party's cadres for their efforts in the 
2025 Delhi Assembly elections.
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there was House consensus for 
the debate, and she can allow it 
under Rule 293.  As the BJP MLAs 
continued to protest the debate, the 
deputy speaker directed marshals 
to remove all BJP MLAs from the 
House for disrupting proceedings 

and disobeying her orders.
However, I believe that all 

eight BJP MLAs were acting in 
accordance with what strong 
opposition members should do. 
The BJP MLAs were protesting 
against the Delhi government 

to ensure that the demands 
of opposition members were 
acknowledged in the assembly.  
This was a sign of strong 
opposition in the Delhi Assembly, 
which is always necessary in a 
democracy.

Despite being forcibly removed 
by marshals from the assembly 
for protesting against Arvind 
Kejriwal governmnet in recent 
years, BJP MLAs have been seen 
asking questions to the Kejriwal 
government about issues affecting 
Delhi residents and raising them 
through the Delhi Assembly 
speaker. Also, believe that Delhi 
BJP MLAs followed great political 
suggestions from top BJP leaders, 
and that their suggestions worked 
as the BJP won Delhi with a 
resounding victory.

At the same time, I still find 
myself in the dark regarding the 
hidden political strategies of the 
BJP's top leaders, particularly 
concerning the tactics employed in 
the 2025 Delhi Assembly elections 

At the national headquarters of the BJP in New Delhi, party members gathered to listen to Prime Minister Narendra Modi's speech following 
the party's stunning victory in the 2025 Delhi Assembly elections.

On the evening of February 8, Arun Singh, National General Secretary and in charge of the 
BJP's headquarters; Baijayant Panda, National Vice-President of the BJP and Prabhari  
(In-Charge) of Assam & Delhi BJP Units; and Delhi BJP president Virendra Sachdeva 
welcomed the BJP's second most powerful leader and India's Home Minister Amit Shah to 
the party's national headquarters in New Delhi.
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that led to their resounding victory.
To my knowledge, none of the 

BJP leaders have disclosed their 
party's strategies to journalists 
during press conferences or 
interviews with news anchors or 
political journalists. However, I 
possess the ability to grasp the 
nuances of the BJP's approach, or 
that of any political party, fuelled 
by my passion for politics.

So I pay close attention to the 
eyes, eyebrows, cheeks, lips, and 
forehead of politicians during press 
conferences, which allows me to 
gain insights beyond their spoken 
words. I have composed several 
paragraphs detailing how the BJP 
executed its effective political 
strategies to achieve a resounding 
victory in the Delhi polls.

In fact, if readers take the time 
to watch old news and videos from 
YouTube since 2020, they might 
gain some insight into the political 
strategies of BJP and its leaders' 
political strategies, as well as how 

they worked every day to counter 
the Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) government and its 
leaders.

There is nothing wrong with 
seeking answers from the 
government with a proper strategy 
as the opposition party in policy 
matters.In a democracy, the 
primary role of the opposition is to 
ask questions and seek answers 
from the government related to the 
people.

Since I believe that if I were the 
leader of the opposition and the 
leader of a national political party, 
I would have followed the same 
political strategy that the BJP used 
as the constructive opposition 
party in the Delhi Assembly House 
and on the other side of the 
assembly to meet Delhi residents' 
expectations, which I believe was 
an excellent political strategy. And 
I believe that when a political party 
is in opposition, they should act 
in the same way that the BJP has 

since 2020 in the Delhi Assembly 
and  outside of it.

During the Delhi Assembly 
polls, if I were leading a political 
party and my party was contesting 
the elections, I would have 
implemented strategies similar to 
those of the BJP, which achieved 
a resounding victory in the Delhi 
Assembly Polls.

This approach helped the party 
secure 48 assembly seats with 
a 45.56% vote share, especially 
considering that the BJP won only 
eight assembly seats in the 2020 
Delhi assembly elections with a 
38.51% vote share.

At the same time, the Aam 
Aadmi Party, which had been in 
power in Delhi since 2013, secured 
only 22 assembly seats with a 
vote share of 43:57. However, in 
the 2020 Delhi Assembly polls, 
the Aam Aadmi Party achieved 
a significant victory, winning 62 
assembly seats with a vote share 
of 53:57.

Rahul Gandhi, India's opposition leader (Lok Sabha) and Congress leader, greets people during a roadshow for his party's candidate Alka 
Lamba for Kalkaji Assembly seat during the 2025 Delhi Assembly elections in Govindpuri.
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In the 2015 Delhi Legislative 
Assembly election, the Aam 
Aadmi Party achieved an absolute 
majority, winning 67 out of 70 
seats with a 54.3% vote share. The 
BJP secured three seats with a 
32.3% vote share, while in the 2013 
Assembly polls, they had won 32 
seats with over 33% vote share.

On the other hand,  Congress 
Party did not win any seats, despite 
winning eight seats in the 2013 
Delhi Assembly elections with 
24.6% of the vote.

In the 2013 Delhi assembly 
elections, the BJP won 32 
assembly seats, and forming a 
government in any political party 
requires 36 seats, so the party 
needed four more seats to form 
the government.So I believe the 
numbers were not with the BJP, 
which is why the party refused to 
form a government.

So, in its first election, the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) won 28 
assembly seats and formed the 

government, with its leader, Arvind 
Kejriwal, becoming chief minister 
with external support from the 
Congress party, which won eights 
assembly seats in the 2013 polls.

The BJP achieved victory 
after 27 years, thanks to 
outstanding political strategies. 
I am knowledgeable about these 
strategies, even though no BJP 
leaders have shared their plans for 
the 2025 Delhi Assembly polls with 
me or anyone else.

 I am aware of this because,I 
have had a strong interest in 
politics since 1996, as if I were 
leading a national political party. 
If my party were sitting on the 
opposition bench in the assembly, 
I would implement similar 
strategies to those of the BJP. I 
would go beyond the BJP and its 
leaders' strategies, and here is 
nothing wrong with doing politics 
with excellent strategies to win 
elections and meet residents' 
expectations.

And believe me, top BJP leaders 
won my heart because the BJP 
strategically introduced unhappy 
AAP leaders and sitting MLAs 
in front of the media at the right 
time through press conferences.
They were granted membership 
in the BJP and subsequently 
contested the Delhi Assembly 
elections, successfully winning 
their respective assembly seats.

Believe me, when eight sitting 
MLAs joined the BJP during the 
elections, it was a masterstroke 
from the top leaders in terms of 
strategy. However, I didn't write 
about it, even though I knew that 
the discontented AAP MLAs joining 
would have benefited the BJP in 
the polls. As a journalist, I have 
always believed that I should not 
write anything that might confuse 
voters during election time.

Trust me, many AAP leaders 
and MLAs joined the BJP during 
the polls, which significantly aided 
the BJP in the recently concluded 

Aam Aadmi Party candidate Atishi is seeking votes for her Kalkaji Assembly seat during the recently concluded 2025 Delhi Assembly elections 
in the Govindpuri area.
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Delhi Assembly elections. And 
believe this is called brilliant 
political strategy from BJP in 
2025's first and most difficult polls, 
which was won by BJP with a great 
victory.

As any experienced batsman 
knows which balls to play and 
which to skip in a test match, top 
BJP leaders did the same during 

the polls, holding two to three 
press conferences per day to 
inform Delhi citizens about how 
taxpayers' money was spent by 
then-Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on the controversial 
'Sheesh Mahal' bungalow, 6, 
Flagstaff Road bungalow served as 
Arvind Kejriwal's official residence 
as Delhi Chief Minister from 2015 

until October 2024.
The BJP's primary political 

campaign for the 2025 Delhi 
Assembly was centred around the 
'Sheesh Mahal' bungalow, which 
became a significant talking point 
in every household across Delhi. 
This strategy helped the BJP 
connect with Delhi voters, resulting 
in the party winning 48 assembly 
seats in the Delhi Assembly.

Following the controversial 
'Sheesh Mahal' bungalow, the BJP's 
second political campaign focused 
on the liquor scam and other key 
issues such as corruption, poor 
roads, irregular water supply, air 
pollution, and non-functioning 
mohalla clinics.

Following the strategies, the 
BJP reached the grassroots of 
Delhi through a focused campaign 
featuring leaders from across the 
country, including chief ministers, 
union ministers, and NDA 
constituents.

And, believe me, since I had 
attended all BJP and Congress 
press conferences, BJP leaders 
have successfully convinced 

BJP candidate Ramesh Bidhuri campaigned for votes in his Kalkaji Assembly seat during the recently concluded 2025 Delhi Assembly 
elections in the Govindpuri area.

BJP's Tarvinder Singh Marwah celebrates his victory with party supporters after winning the 
Jangpura Assembly.
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Delhi residents that the renovation 
cost of the controversial 'Sheesh 
Mahal' bungalow, which was 
Arvind Kejriwal's official residence 
as Delhi chief minister, ranged 
between Rs 75 and Rs 80 crore.

During the polls' press 
conference, the BJP also claimed 
that Aam Aadmi Party chief Arvind 
Kejriwal misused public funds 
between Rs 75 crore to 80 crore to 
renovate his official residence.  

Moving further, the world's 
largest political party said that 
Arvind Kejriwal did not obtain 
approval from Delhi Lieutenant 
Governor VK Saxena's office 
for more than Rs 10 crore in 
tenders for the renovations of 
the controversial 'Sheesh Mahal' 
bungalow.

To avoid clearance from Delhi 
Lieutenant Governor (L-G) VK 
Saxena, divide the total amount 
of tenders for reconstructing the 
Delhi Chief Minister's residence 
into smaller amounts of less than 
Rs 10 crore for each tender.

The preliminary expenditure 
for the construction of the Chief 

Minister's residence in Delhi 
was estimated to be between 
Rs 15 crore and Rs 20 crore. 
Nonetheless, the figure was 
occasionally exaggerated, 
resulting in a total expenditure of 
Rs 52,71,24,570 (around Rs 53 
crore). To avoid getting approval 
from the Principal Secretary of the 
PWD,who has the authority to grant 

financial sanctions exceeding Rs 
10 crore, split sanctions of less 
than Rs 10 crore were obtained 
in a complicated manner on each 
occasion.

During the polls, BJP Delhi 
President Virendra Sachdeva 
claimed that the 2022 CAG report 
recorded an expenditure of Rs 
33.86 crore on the residence 

Congress candidate Alka Lamba sought the blessings of senior citizens for her Kalkaji Assembly seat during the recently concluded 2025 
Delhi Assembly elections in the Govindpuri area.

Manish Sisodia, a leader of the Aam Aadmi Party, addresses a public gathering while 
campaigning for votes for the Jangpura Assembly Seat during the recently concluded 2025 
Delhi Assembly elections.
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known as the "Sheesh Mahal." He, 
however, asserted that the true 
cost was considerably greater.He, 
however, claimed the actual cost 
was significantly higher.

"This report pertains to 
expenditure till 2022. There is no 
revelation on expenses of 2023 
and 2024, and according to our 
information, the real cost runs up 
to Rs 75-80 crore if the inventory 
of the items in the bungalow is 
included," Sachdeva had said.

The residence, dubbed "Sheesh 
Mahal" by the BJP, had become a 
lightning rod for accusations and 
counter-accusations, with BJP 
leaders, including Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Home Minister 
Amit Shah, made it a key issue in 
their campaign for the recently 
concluded 2025 Delhi Assembly 
Polls against the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) and Arvind Kejriwal.

However, the media did not 
cover everything about BJP press 
conferences, but BJP messages 
were delivered to Delhi citizens 
via other platforms such as BJP 
official social media accounts 
Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, 
YouTube, and BJP leaders. I have 

seen people in Delhi gossiping 
about Arvind Kejriwal's 'Sheesh 
Mahal' bungalow, AAP and its 
leaders about the liquor policy 
scam, despite the fact that many 
were benefiting from the AAP 
government.

So, change is always beneficial 
to voters in democracy, and it 
should occur at least once every 
ten years if voters do not remove 
the ruling political party after five-
year terms completed by polls, as 
voters want to give another five-
year term to the political party in 
power because voters may believe 
that five years is insufficient for the 

ruling political party to meet voter 
expectations.

Strategies to defeat the 
top three.

Before going ahead, I would 
like to share my thoughts on Delhi 
politics over the last couple of 
months and the upcoming 2025 
Delhi Assembly Polls. The BJP 
was thousands of steps ahead of 
the AAP and Congress regarding 
ground strategy in the Delhi 
Assembly elections, which helped 
the BJP achieve a resounding 
victory in the recently concluded 
Delhi Assembly Polls.

The Congress, on the other 
hand, was ahead of both the BJP 
and the AAP when it comes to 
media strategy, such as having 
press conferences and answering 
questions from reporters.

On the other hand, the BJP was 
not expected to win 48 assembly 
seats but did. However, the party's 
top leaders were aware that they 
would form the government, in my 
opinion. And now the BJP will rule 
through its leader as Chief Minister 
for the next five years.

Even I knew that whoever was 
asking me who is going to win the 
Delhi Assembly, I was telling them 
the BJP will definitely form the 
government and also told them 
that the top three Aam Aadmi 

Farhad Suri, the Congress party leader, campaigned for votes for the Jangpura Assembly 
Seat in the recently held 2025 Delhi Assembly elections.

BJP's Ravinder Singh Negi is seeking the blessing of a senior lady to win the Patparganj 
assembly seat in the recently held 2025 Delhi Assembly elections. 
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Party candidates are losing their 
respective assembly seats, as I 
was fully convinced of the BJP's 
political strategy for the 2025 Delhi 
Assembly polls.  However, I was 
not convinced about Congress's 
party ground political strategy.

In fact, I tweeted on December 5, 
2024, that the BJP would definitely 
increase its assembly seats in the 
2025 Delhi Assembly polls,and that 
the Aam Aadmi Party's condition 
would differ from 2020, 2015, and 
2013.

I also mentioned in my tweet 
that simultaneously, the Congress 
party would be opening its 
accounts for the 2025 Delhi 
Assembly polls, but the party has 
failed. Therefore, I apologise to all 
citizens for what I wrote about the 
Congress party.

At the same time, I am very 
impressed with both national 
political parties—BJP and 
Congress—for their strategies to 
defeat the top three leaders of the 
Aam Aadmi Party, as both the BJP 
and Congress's sole motto was 
to defeat the top three leaders of 
the Aam Aadmi Party, and both 
parties succeeded in their mission, 

defeating Arvind Kejriwal and 
Manish Sisodia respectively.

However, the BJP and Congress 
failed to defeat Aam Aadmi Party 
candidate and outgoing Delhi 

Chief Minister Atishi, who won the 
Kalkaji constituency by a margin 
of 3,500 votes. She won because 
Congress's Alka Lamba did not 
campaign properly, and she also 
had a lack of coordination with 
her party cadres despite having 
full support from her party and top 
leadership, and she only received 
4,392 votes from the Kalkaji 
constituency.

I already mentioned in the 
previous paragraph that Aam 
Aadmi Party's candidate Atishi 
was expected to lose her assembly 
seat, and earlier in the trends on 
the morning of February 8, 2025, 
Atishi was falling behind. Later in 
the day, Atishi emerged victorious 
from the Kalkaji constituency in 
Delhi, defeating her main rival, 
BJP leader Ramesh Bidhuri, in a 
closely contested race. Election 
Commission of India records show 
that Atishi, a top AAP leader, won 

Parvesh Sahib Singh of the BJP celebrates his victory with party supporters and cadres 
after winning the New Delhi assembly seat in the recently concluded 2025 Delhi Assembly 
elections.

Arvind Kejriwal, National Convenor of the Aam Aadmi Party, addressed a large public 
gathering in support of AAP candidate Mohinder Goyal from the Rithala Assembly seat 
during the 2025 Delhi Assembly Polls.
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by a margin of almost 3,600 votes. 
During the 2020 Delhi Assembly 
elections, Atishi secured victory 
over BJP’s Dharambir Singh, 
achieving a margin of 11,393 
votes.

On the other hand, I was 
confident that the BJP would 
win, but AAP won the Kalkaji 
constituency due to a poor political 
campaign by the BJP's strongest 
candidate, Ramesh Bidhuri, and 
the Congress candidate, Alka 
Lamba's, insufficient coordination 
with her party's cadres.Atishi was 
sworn in as Delhi's chief minister in 
September 2024, following Arvind 

Kejriwal's resignation, making her 
the youngest person to hold the 
role at the age of 43. 

If Congress's candidate Alka 
Lamba had put in the same 
effort as her party colleague 
Sandeep Dikshit, who diligently 
campaigned by going door-to-door 
and engaging with voters to seek 
their support for the New Delhi 
Assembly seat, the outcome might 
have been different. 

However, Sandeep Dikshit did 
not win, but he played a significant 
role in defeating Aam Aadmi Party 
president Arvind Kejriwal in the 
New Delhi Assembly constituency, 

where BJP's Parvesh Verma won 
by more than 4,000 votes.

On the other hand, another top 
Aam Aadmi Party leader, Manish 
Sisodia, who was also defeated 
by the BJP's strong candidate 
Tarvinder Singh Marwah in the 
Jangpura Assembly and was 
previously a member of the 
Congress party but switched to 
the BJP from Congress in 2022.
He served in the Delhi Assembly 
three times: in 1998, 2003, and 
2008. Tarvinder Singh Marwah of 
the BJP is a well-known figure in 
Jangpura politics. 

However, I would like to 

It is true that the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has 
returned to power in the country's capital Delhi after 27 
years, defeating Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal and his 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), which is a big blow for Kejriwal, 
who has been a vocal opponent of Narendra Modi and 
Amit Shah.

However, the BJP got 48 of the 70 seats in the Delhi 
assembly. It dropped from 63 seats won by the AAP in 
2020 to 22 seats won by the party.

It is worth noting that the last BJP chief minister of 
Delhi was almost 27 years ago. In those days, the capital 
had to go through three different Chief Ministers in the 
five years from 1993 to 1998. In the 1993 assembly 
elections, the BJP won 49 of the 70 assembly seats, 
while the Congress won 14, the Janata Dal won four, and 
the remaining three went to Independents.

As the s 'Delhi ka Sher' or "Lion of Delhi," Madan 
Lal Khurana was the first chief minister of Delhi for 
the Bharatiya Janata Party in 1993, after the 69th 
Amendment to the Constitution made Delhi's assembly 
elected again.

Before the year 1993
The first Delhi Assembly elections were held since 

the 1952 elections. The poll was held on March 27, 1952, 
with India's first Lok Sabha election, and 48 Assembly 
seats were up for grabs.

Congress, Bharatiya Jan Sangh (predecessor of the 
BJP), Kisan Mazdoor Party, Socialist Party, and Hindu 
Maha Sabha were the primary parties fighting for control 

of Delhi's 48-member assembly.The elections were held 
on 48 seats with six of the constituencies electing two 
members and the remaining 36 electing a single member. 
According to election commission records, the city had 
521,766 eligible voters, of which 58.52% exercised their 
franchise. The Congress won with a majority of 39 
seats. The  BharatiyaJan Sangh, Hindu Mahasabha and 
Socialist Party together bagged 10 seats.

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru appointed Brahm 
Prakash, a 34-year-old Yadav farmer and president 
of the Delhi Pradesh Congress Committee, as Delhi's 
first Chief Minister, overlooking the assertions made by 
Congress veteran and Chandni Chowk MLA Dr Yudhvir 

Revisit the Delhi Assembly elections

BJP leader the late Madan Lal Khurana was the first chief minister 
of Delhi.
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acknowledge the efforts of 
Congress party leader Farhad Suri, 
a seasoned politician, who played 
a crucial role in defeating Aam 
Aadmi Party's Manish Sisodia, as 
he received more votes (7,350) 
than his party colleagues Sandeep 
Dikshit and Alka Lamba.

Farhad Suri is the son of 
former Delhi Pradesh Congress 
Committee (DPCC) leader Tajdar 
Babar. Suri has previously held 
the positions of Delhi mayor and 
opposition leader in the South Delhi 
Municipal Corporation (SDMC).

And this is referred to as ground 
political strategies by both parties, 

the BJP and the Congress, as 
both Arvind Kejriwal and Manish 
Sisodia lost their assembly seats 
as a result of BJP and Congress. 

But believe me, Manish Sisodia, 
who had switched from the 
Patparganj constituency to the 
Jangpura constituency, would have 
lost the Patparganj assembly seat 
as well if he had contested from 
there. Since BJP's Ravinder Singh 
Negi, who won the Patparganj 
assmey seat, was more nearly 
a hundred steps ahead of any 
other candidates competing from 
Patparganj in terms of political 
campaigning.

As far as I know, Ravinder Singh 
Negi began his political campaign 
months ago.He was expected to 
win, and he did, because during his 
political campaign, he went door to 
door seeking votes from voters for 
the 2025 Assembly elections, and 
voters blessed him and sent him to 
Delhi Assembly House. 

Manish Sisodia won the 
Patparganj assembly seat three 
times—in 2013, 2015, and 2020—
but was shifted to the Jangpura 
seat due to his razor-thin victory 
margin over the Patparganj seat 
in the 2020 election. However, 
the party was able to save itself 

Singh. Prakash was sworn in as Chief Minister on March 
17, 1952.

Brahm Prakash’s time as Chief Minister was 
characterised by conflicts with the Congress high 
command. He called for increased autonomy for the 
Delhi government—a request similar to that made 
by AAP leader and former Chief Minister of Delhi 
Arvind Kejriwal. Brahm Prakash's unwavering position 
ultimately resulted in his dismissal. Brahm Prakash held 
the position of Chief Minister from March 17, 1952, until 
February 12, 1955.

Following the dismissal of Brahm Prakash from 
the position of Chief Minister, Gurmukh Nihal Singh 
assumed office, serving from February 13, 1955, until 
October 31, 1956. As a dedicated opponent of alcohol, 
he fought against the establishment of liquor stores in 
Delhi and subsequently became the inaugural Governor 
of Rajasthan. Nihal Singh, born in 1895 in Rawalpindi, 
later taught at Shri Ram College before embarking on a 
political career.

Meanwhile, the Delhi State Legislative Assembly was 
established on March 7, 1952, under the Government 
of Part-C States Act of 1951. Following the State 
Reorganisation Commission's recommendations in 
1955, Delhi ceased to be a Part-C State on November 
1, 1956, and the Legislative Assembly was abolished, 
transforming Delhi into a Union Territory administered 
directly by the President.

Upon the adoption of the Constitution on January 26, 
1950, Delhi was designated as a centrally administered 
Part-C state. It was one of seven states—the others 
being Bhopal, Ajmer, Coorg, Bilaspur, Himachal Pradesh, 
and Vindhya Pradesh—that had a legislative Assembly, 

albeit its powers were limited.
In response to demands for a democratic setup 

and on the basis of the recommendations of the 
Administrative Reforms Commission, the Delhi 
Administration Act of 1966 was enacted, providing 
for a unicameral deliberative body—the Metropolitan 
Council—with powers of recommendation in matters of 
governance, and an Executive Council consisting of one 
Chief Executive Councillor, three Executive Councillors, 
56 elected members, and five other members nominated 
by the President.

Before the Delhi Assembly was established in 1993, 
the Capital had a Metropolitan Council with the authority 
to make recommendations but not legislate from 1966 
onwards.

Following the period of the interim council from 1966 
to 1967, which was chaired by late Cpngress leader Jag 
Parvesh Chandra, who served as the Chief Executive 
Councillor of Delhi from 1983 to 1990, it is important to 
note that the role of the Chief Executive Councillor was 
equivalent to that of a Chief Minister.

And the first Metropolitan Council, spanning from 
1967 to 1972, was dominated by a majority government 
of the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, under the leadership of 
chairman Lal Krishna Advani, who later emerged as 
a prominent figure in the BJP and served as Deputy 
Prime Minister. The Jana Sangh subsequently joined 
governments in various other Indian states.

From 1956 to 1990, Delhi was governed by a 
61-member metropolitan council, led by the lieutenant 
governor (LG). The council previously provided 
recommendations on issues of public significance, while 
the LG held the authority to make the final decisions.



20 FEBRUARY 9, 2025   NATIONAL POLITICAL MIRROR 

Celebrating the BJP's success in the Delhi Assembly 
elections,Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that 
the country needs a serious political transformation 
and not politics of "dhoort-ta (deceit) and moorkhta 
(foolishness)".He said the people of Delhi have "short-
circuited the politics of short-cuts" and asserted that 
the mandate has made it clear that there's no space for 
corruption and lies in politics.

In a no-holds-barred attack on AAP, Modi said these 
'AAP-da' people came into politics saying that they will 
change politics but they emerged as "kattar baimaan 
(most dishonest)".

Addressing party 
workers and supporters 
at the BJP headquarters 
here on February 8 
evening, Modi said the 
people of Delhi have 
shown the door to 'AAP-
da' and now a double-
engine government will 
ensure development at 
a double speed.

He said Delhiites 
are celebrating BJP's 
victory and respite 
from 'AAP-da', a term 
he used throughout the 
campaign to criticise 
the Aam Aadmi Party's 
rule.

"People of Delhi 
today have enthusiasm and satisfaction. There is relief 
of liberating Delhi from 'AAP-da'. I thank all Delhiites for 
entrusting their faith in 'Modi ki guarantee'," the prime 
minister said in his address from BJP headquarters.

"Now Delhi's double-engine government will ensure 
development at double speed. It is a historic win and 
not a usual victory as the people of Delhi have shown 
the door to 'AAP-da'. Delhi has become Aapda-mukt," 
Modi said.

Training his guns on the Congress, Modi said people 
have again given a big message to the opposition party 
and it has secured a "double hat-trick" in the national 
capital by failing to open account in six elections.

"These people are giving themselves the gold medal 

in defeat. The truth is that the country is not willing 
to trust the Congress. I had said the last time that the 
Congress has become a parasitic party. It drowns and 
takes down its allies with it," he said.

Modi claimed that the Congress is finishing off its 
allies one by one and its manner is also very interesting 
as it steals the issues and language of its coalition 
partners to dent their vote bank. "In Uttar Pradesh, it 
is trying to take away the vote bank that SP and BSP 
consider their own. Similarly, it uses the language of 
DMK to try and take away its vote bank in Tamil Nadu.

"In Bihar, by 
spreading the poison 
of casteism, it wants 
to eat up the patent 
ground of the RJD. 
The Congress has 
deployed similar 
tactics in J-K and 
Bengal. It is clear that 
those who join hands 
with the Congress, 
their destruction is 
inevitable," Modi said.
In his address, he 
also said that it is for 
the first time since 
independence that the 
BJP is ruling all the 
states of the NCR.

Attacking the 
Congress, Modi said, 

"After 2014, they tried to become Hindu by visiting 
temples, wearing maalas. They thought that they would 
be able to dent the BJP's vote bank. You would have 
seen that they have now stopped that as they realised 
that it is BJP's domain." "So, now they have their eyes 
on these regional parties, to feed off them. The people 
of INDI alliance have started to realise that the Congress 
is trying to take back the vote bank these parties had 
won," he said.

Modi said that the Congress is not as it used to be 
post-independence as it is indulging in the "politics of 
urban naxals".

"Congress leaders when they talk of fighting the 
Indian State, it is the language of naxals. They want 

What Leaders Said After 
Delhi Election Results

On the evening of February 8 at BJP's national headquarters in New Delhi, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed his party's members after the 
party's remarkable victory in the 2025 Delhi Assembly elections.
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to bring anarchy in the country," he said in a swipe at 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi's recent remarks in which 
he had said - "we are now fighting the BJP, the RSS and 
the Indian State itself". '"AAP-da is also promoting that 
urban naxal-thinking," Modi said, hitting out at AAP.

The country needs a serious political transformation, 
'viksit Bharat' needs new energy, 21st century politics 
needs new ideas, he said urging the youth to enter 
politics. "The country does not need politics of 'dhoort-
ta and moorkhta," he said.Modi said the people of Delhi 
have made it clear that they are the real owners of Delhi 
and have rejected those who treated it as their property.

In his remarks at the party's headquarters, Modi said 
Delhi's mandate has made it clear that there's no space 
for corruption and lies in politics. "Delhi voters never 
disappointed me in the Lok Sabha elections. In all three 
general elections, the BJP won all seven seats," he said.

In the meantime, the BJP's second most influential 
leader after Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Home 
Minister Amit Shah, expressed gratitude to the people 
of Delhi following the Bharatiya Janata Party's victory in 
the assembly elections.

“Delhiites have shown that the public cannot be 
misled by repeated false promises. The public has 
responded to the dirty Yamuna, dirty drinking water, 
broken roads, overflowing sewers and liquor shops open 
in every street with their votes. I heartily congratulate all 
the workers of @BJP4Delhi who worked day and night 
for this grand victory in Delhi, BJP National President Mr. 
@JPNadda ji and State President Mr. @Virend_Sachdeva 
ji,” Shah posted on X.

"Be it the respect for women, the self-respect 

of unauthorized colony residents or the immense 
possibilities of self-employment, Delhi will now become 
an ideal capital under the leadership of Modiji," Shah 
added.

“The rule of lies has ended in Delhi... This is the defeat 
of arrogance and anarchy. This is a victory of 'Modi ki 
Guarantee' and the faith of Delhiites in Modiji's vision of 
development. Heartfelt gratitude to the people of Delhi 
for this massive mandate. Under the leadership of Modiji, 
BJP is determined to fulfill all its promises and make Delhi 
the number 1 capital of the world,” Shah added

On the other side,Congress leader Rahul Gandhi said 
the party accepts the mandate with humility. He thanked 
Congress workers and voters and said the Opposition 
party would continue to fight for the national capital's 
progress and its residents' rights.

"We accept Delhi's public mandate with humility. 
I thank all Congress workers for their dedication and 
all voters for their support. Pollution, price rise and 
corruption -- the fight for Delhi's progress and Delhiites' 
rights will continue," he said in a post on X.

However,in his first statement after losing the New 
Delhi seat and his party's poor performance in the 2025 
Delhi assembly elections, AAP supremo Arvind Kejriwal 
congratulated the BJP on its victory and said, "I wish 
that the hope with which the people of Delhi have voted 
for the BJP, the party will fulfil it."

He went on to say that his party has always worked 
for the welfare of the city and will play an important new 
role in the Opposition. "We will play role of constructive 
opposition but will also be available to people of Delhi," 
Kejriwal stated.

from further embracement when 
another top leader, Atishi, narrowly 
defeated the BJP's Ramesh Bidhuri 
in the Kalkaji constituency, as 
projected.  

Restoration of an 
elected assembly

With the people having no 
direct role in city governance, 
the demand for the return of 
an elected assembly was often 
made. The demands prompted the 
Union government to establish the 
Sarkaria Committee (later renamed 
the Balakrishnan Committee) in 
December 1987. Two years later, 

the committee's report advised 
that "Delhi should continue to be a 
Union territory but be provided with 
a legislative assembly with powers 
to deal with matters of concern 
to the common man." Matters 
related to public order, police and 
land were to be kept away from the 
powers of the assembly.

To address the needs of Delhi 
citizens, the Government of India 
introduced the Constitution (72nd) 
Amendment Bill to implement 
these proposals. While laying 
out the bill's objectives, Union 
Home Minister Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed stated, “There has been 
general demand by the public of 

Delhi that they should be given 
effective voice in running their 
own administration and in order 
to satisfy the democratic and 
political aspirations of the people 
Delhi should be accorded ....at 
present, according to some, there 
is lack of accountability of the 
administration to the people.”

The Constitution (72nd 
Amendment) Bill was launched 
in 1991, under the leadership of 
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao. The bill passed in 1992.
Subsequently, Delhi received 
an elected legislative assembly 
as per The Constitution (69th 
Amendment) Act of 1991.The Act 
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granted special status to the Union 
territory of Delhi, establishing a 
70-member legislative assembly 

and a seven-member council of 
ministers.

In 1992, the Centre formed a 

delimitation commission to carve 
out 70 assembly seats in Delhi, 
opening the way for assembly 
elections. Finally, Delhi restored 
to democracy in November 1993, 
when the city held assembly 
elections.While the BJP, led by 
Khurana, won by a large margin, 
PK Dave was appointed as the LG.

Only three women were elected 
to the House out of 70 members: 
Krishna Tirath from Baljit Nagar, 
Tajdar Babar from Minto Road 
(both Congress), and Purnima 
Sethi from Kalkaji (BJP).

Since the establishment of 
Delhi’s inaugural legislative 
Assembly in 1952, the national 
capital has experienced only eight 
Assemblies and Chief Ministers. 
For a span of 37 years, from 1956 
to 1993,Delhi’s Assembly was 
abolished, and the region was 
designated as a Union Territory.
The national capital, however, has 
a colourful political past, with the 
Congress, Bharatiya Janata Party, 
and Aam Aadmi Party reigning at 
various periods in time.

Sandeep Dikshit, the Congress leader, campaigned to win the New Delhi assembly seat in the 
recently concluded 2025 Delhi Assembly elections.

Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav campaigned for the Aam Aadmi Party's candidate led by Arvind Kejriwal during the recently concluded 
2025 Delhi Assembly elections. 
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