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Hina Khan condemns

Pahalgam attack, writes,

‘As a Muslim, I want to

apologise to all my...

Top officials of UP govt

engaged in saving

consultants who gave

false affidavits

Big 204 percent jump

in the value of M&A

and PE deals on an

annual basis P6P5

26

New Delhi (Agency):

Jammu and Kashmir chief

minister Omar Abdullah, on

Friday, called the now-

suspended Indus Waters

Treaty with Pakistan the

“most unfair document” for

the people of the union

territory, saying it never had

their support.

India on Wednesday

suspended the World Bank

brokered 1960 treaty on

water sharing with Pakistan

in response to the terrorist

attack in Jammu and

Kashmir's Pahalgam that

killed 26 people.

Omar Abdullah
backs Centre's
move to suspend
Indus Waters
Treaty

Object falls
from IAF
aircraft,
damages house
in MP's
Shivpuri;
inquiry ordered

Bahraich (Agency): Five
workers died allegedly after
inhaling fumes emanating
from a dryer at a rice mill
here on Friday, police said.
Three other workers, who
fainted after inhaling the
fumes, were rushed to the
district hospital, Additional
Superintendent of Police,
Ramanand Prasad
Kushwaha, The incident
took place at the Rajgarhia
Rice Mill and preliminary
investigations suggest that
several workers arrived at
the mill this morning and
went to inspect smoke
emanating from the dryer,
the officer said.

Shivpuri (Agency):A

"metal object" that fell from

an Indian Air Force aircraft

caused severe damage to a

house in Madhya Pradesh's

Shivpuri district on Friday,

but nobody was injured,

police said. The IAF said it

has instituted "an inquiry

into the incident". "The IAF

regrets the damage caused

today to property on ground,

near Shivpuri, by the

inadvertent drop of a non-

explosive aerial store from

an IAF aircraft, and has

instituted an inquiry into the

incident," it said in a post on

X.

Five workers die
after inhaling
fumes at UP rice
mill

In an impressive result, 91

out of 94 prisoners who

appeared for the Uttar

Pradesh Board of Secondary

Education's Class 12

examination from different

jails across the state have

passed the examination.

According to the

information revealed in the

list released by the UP Board

on Friday, the Agra jail saw

the highest participation

with 17 prisoners appearing

for the Intermediate (Class

12) exams and all of them

clearing it.

Similarly, all eight prisoners

from the Lucknow jail who

took the examination passed.

Besides, all five prisoners

from Rampur and all nine

from Bareilly achieved

success in the Intermediate

exams.

The UP Board's list indicates

that 94 prisoners from 32

jails across UP appeared in

the Intermediate

examination, with 91 of

them passing, resulting in an

impressive overall pass

percentage of 96.81 per cent

for the incarcerated

candidates at this level.

However, the performance

of prisoners in the High

School examination was

comparatively lower. While

all 10 prisoners from

Ghaziabad and all 10 from

Varanasi jails passed the

High School exams, only 16

out of 21 prisoners from

Agra and nine out of 13 from

Bareilly were successful.

Overall, 105 prisoners from

32 jails appeared in the High

School examination, with 91

of them passing, resulting in

a pass percentage of 86.67

per cent for prisoners at the

High School level.

More than 96% of
prisoners pass UP

Board Class 12 exams

Former ISRO chief
K Kasturirangan

dies at 84
New Delhi (Agency): Former ISRO chief and chairperson

of drafting committee behind the ambitious new National

Education Policy (NEP) K Kasturirangan passed away in

Bengaluru on Friday, officials said. He was 84.

"He left for heavenly abode this morning at his residence in

Bengaluru. His body will be kept at Raman Research

Institute (RRI) for paying last respects on April 27," the

officials said. Known as the man behind education reforms

listed in NEP, Kasturirangan had served as

chancellor of the Jawaharlal Nehru

University and chairman of the

Karnataka Knowledge Commission.

He had also served as a member of the

Rajya Sabha (2003–09) and as member

of then Planning Commission of India.

Kasturirangan was also the Director of

the National Institute of Advanced

Studies, Bangalore from April

2004 to 2009. 

New Delhi (Agency): The
Pune district administration
has identified 111 Pakistani
nationals in the area and
ordered them to leave India
by April 27, following the
Pahalgam terror attack in
Jammu and Kashmir,
Authorities in Pune have
granted an extension of two
more days, till April 29, for
Pakistani nationals who are
in the district on medical
visas. That information
regarding the Pakistani

nationals was being
collected from the passport
office and visa-issuing
officials. The visas were
issued for various reasons,
including tourism and
medical treatment, the
collector said. "So far, we
have received information
about 111 Pakistani
nationals. All of them have
been informed that it is
mandatory for them to leave
the country within the
stipulated deadline," he said.

Over 100 Pakistani nationals
in Pune asked to leave India

after Pahalgam attack

After 26 tourists
were gunned down
during a terrorist
attack in Jammu

and Kashmir, India
officially informed Pakistan
that they planned to
temporarily suspend the
Indus Waters Treaty with
immediate effect. In a letter
addressed by Debashree
Mukherjee, India's
secretary of water resources,
to her Pakistani counterpart,
India claimed that
Islamabad had breached the
conditions of the treaty due
to sustained cross-border
terrorism targeting Jammu
and Kashmir. The move is
among the five big punitive
moves taken against
Pakistan in the wake of the
Pahalgam terror attack,
including suspension of
visas.

Indus Waters
Treaty suspension

New Delhi (Agency):
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Friday
condemned the Pahalgam
terror attack and vowed that
the united Opposition would
stand with the Centre in its
efforts to take action against
the perpetrators.
The Lok Sabha MP assured
the victims' families of the
country's full support,
adding that he met an injured
person and was deeply
moved by the support shown
by the people of Jammu and
Kashmir.
In a post on X, Gandhi said,
“This is a terrible tragedy. I
have come here to
understand the situation and
help. All the people of
Jammu and Kashmir have
condemned this horrific
attack and have fully
supported the country. I met
an injured person. My
condolences and affection
are with those who have lost
their loved ones. I want to
assure everyone that the

whole country stands united
with them.”
He addressed the all-party
parliamentary meeting
which took place on
Thursday and said,
“Yesterday we had a meeting
with the government, in
which the united opposition
condemned this attack and
clearly said that whatever

step the government wants to
take, we will fully support
it.”
The Congress leader, who
landed in Srinagar on Friday,
met survivors of the attack,
as well as chief minister
Omar Abdullah and
lieutenant governor Manoj
Sinha to understand the
situation on ground.

‘Terrible tragedy’

Opposition backs Centre’s action on
Pahalgam attack, says Rahul Gandhi

Calling for unity among all

citizens in the country, Rahul

Gandhi also urged his

countrymen to not attack

Kashmiri people, and to unite

against the terrorists who

carried out the attack. The

Congress leader said, “It is

sad that some people in the rest of the country are attacking

our brothers and sisters in Kashmir. It is imperative that we

all stay united, stand together, fight against this barbaric

attack and defeat terrorism once and for all.”

Chief minister Omar Abdullah on Friday said that he had

deputed his cabinet ministers to various cities across the

country to ensure the safety of traders and students from

Jammu and Kashmir.

Rahul Gandhi on attacks on Kashmiri people

New Delhi (Agency): Jal Shakti

minister CR Paatil on Friday said that

India would not allow a “single drop” of

water to flow into Pakistan as a

retaliation for its alleged role in the

terrorist attack on tourists in Jammu and

Kashmir's Pahalgam, killing 26

innocent people.

“We will ensure that not a single drop of

water flows into Pakistan from India,”

CR Paatil said.

The minister made the comments after

attending a meeting chaired by home

minister Amit Shah to discuss the future

course of action following India's

decision to suspend the Indus Waters

Treaty of 1960 with Pakistan.

Besides Paatil, senior officials from

several ministries reportedly attended

the high-stakes meeting.

Paatil also said that Prime Minister

Narendra Modi has issued a slew of

directives, and the meeting was held to

follow up on them. Shah also made

several suggestions to ensure the

effective implementation of the Centre's

decision.

Paatil later posted on X, “The Modi

government's historic decision on the

Indus Waters Treaty is lawful and in

national interest. We will ensure that not

a single drop of Indus water flows into

Pakistan.”

The BJP leader also said India has sent a

“strong message” to Pakistan that it will

not tolerate terrorism at all.

NEW DELHI (Agency):

Union home minister Amit

Shah on Friday spoke to

chief ministers over phone,

asking them to ensure that no

Pakistani citizen stays in

India beyond the deadline set

by the Centre, people

familiar with the

development said.

“The home minister

personally called the CMs of

all states and union

territories to identify and

inform the Centre about any

overstaying Pakistani

nationals so that they can be

sent back to their country,” a

government official said.

Amit Shah
dials chief
ministers,

says ensure no
Pakistani stays

back in India

Jal Shakti minister CR Paatil

‘Won’t allow a single drop of water into Pakistan’

New Delhi (Agency):Over 900
markets in Delhi were shut
down on Friday in protest
against the terrorist attack in
Pahalgam, leading to a trade
loss of ₹1,500 crore in one day,
According to the Confederation
of All India Traders (CAIT),
more than 8 lakh shops across
the national capital participated
in the bandh, spanning key
sectors such as textiles, gold,
spices, utensils and more. The
bandh had been called by the
Chamber of Trade and Industry
(CTI). “This is more than just a
protest. It's a united stand
against terrorism, we are
observing this bandh in
memory of those who lost their
lives in Pahalgam."

Over 8 lakh
shops in Delhi
remain shut in
protest against

Pahalgam
terror attack

Omar Abdullah
on IWT
Earlier on Friday, Jammu
and Kashmir chief
minister Omar Abdullah
called the now-
suspended treaty the
“most unfair document”
for the people of the
union territory, saying it
never had their support.
“The Government of
India has taken some
steps. As far as Jammu
and Kashmir is
concerned, let's be
honest, we have never
been in favour of the
Indus Waters Treaty.
Now, what the medium to
long-term implications of
this are, that is something
we have to wait to see,”
Abdullah said.

The UP Board's list
indicates that 94

prisoners from 32
jails across UP
appeared in the
Intermediate

examination, with 91
of them passing

Bhopal (Agency): Chief

Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav

has said that the Madhya

Pradesh government is

working in mission mode to

fulfill the resolution of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's

developed India @ 2047.

The benefit of welfare

schemes is being given by

starting 4 missions for the

poor, youth, farmers and

women empowerment of the

state. It is our good fortune to

get the opportunity to work

under the guidance and

leadership of Prime Minister

Modi. He said that hard work

is the aim of life and the

society and organization

evaluate the work. Madhya

Pradesh is the fastest

growing state of India in

terms of economy. The year

2025 is being celebrated as

the Industry Year by the State

Government. To increase

industrial investment in the

state, the government first

organized Regional Industry

Conclave (RIC) at the

divisional level and Global

Investors Summit-2025 in

Bhopal, which received an

investment of more than 30

lakh crores. The industrial

growth rate of the state is

more than 12 percent. The

state government has set a

target of increasing milk

production capacity from 9%

to 20%. The government is

making every possible effort

to put Madhya Pradesh in the

front row by working on the

basic mantra of development

with heritage. The

government has presented a

budget of 4 lakh 21 thousand

crores this year. This reflects

the growth of the state. Chief

Minister Dr. Yadav

expressed these views in the

State of States Conclave on

the completion of 500 days

of the state government with

remarkable achievements. In

the conclave, tribute was

paid by observing 2 minutes

of silence for the peace of the

souls of the tourists who died

in the Pahalgam terrorist

attack.

Chief Minister Dr. Yadav

said that today more than 100

industrial parks have been

established in the state.

Investors in every sector are

turning to Madhya Pradesh

for business. It is the

achievement of the state that

industrial units working in

the field of cotton in the

southern states are also

coming to Madhya Pradesh.

In the coming years, youth

will get employment on a

large scale in the state, and

recruitment will also

continue on government

posts. The government has

set a target of providing 2.5

lakh jobs in 5 years. He said

that activities are being

conducted holistically for

farmer welfare and to make

farming a profitable activity.

The price of wheat used to be

Rs 600, which our

government is purchasing

today at Rs 2600 per quintal.

New schemes are being

implemented for the

prosperity of farmers.

Farmers are being

encouraged to cultivate

alternative crops that require

less water and cost along

with paddy and soybean. Dr.

Bhimrao Ambedkar

Kamdhenu Yojana has been

started to increase the

income of cow keepers from

animal husbandry. In this, a

cow-keeper can raise from

one unit (25 cows) to 8 units

(200 cows). The government

will give a subsidy of up to 25

percent to the cow-keepers.

These schemes will not only

increase milk production in

the state, but will also

provide more employment

opportunities to the people of

the state. 

State government is working for
public welfare with a spirit of

service: Chief Minister Dr. Yadav
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■ Work is being done

rapidly for industry,

employment,

agriculture, skill

development

■ May the 500 days of

the state

government be

fruitful

■ Chief Minister

addressed the State

of States Conclave
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BRIEFS
Dozen houses burnt
in fire caused by
short circuit

Staff Reporter

Pratapgarh. A massive fire broke out on Friday due to an

electrical short circuit in Rajapur Rainia village of Antu

police station area. More than a dozen houses were burnt

to ashes in this fire incident. To control the fire,

firefighters with three fire brigade vehicles, with the help

of villagers, worked hard for hours to control the fire.

Villagers' household goods, grains, clothes, a motorcycle

and two goats were destroyed in the fire. Ravindra Kumar

Saroj has suffered the most loss, while other villagers

have also suffered heavy losses. The affected families are

left with no food and water, and there is an atmosphere of

mourning in the village. SDM Sadar Nancy Singh, CO

City Shivnarayan Vaish, Inspector in-charge Anandpal

Singh, outpost in-charge Ravindra Singh Yadav and

police force were present on the spot. SDM Nancy Singh

said that the Revenue Department will provide all

possible assistance to the affected families under the

provisions of the government.

Newly elected officials
of Press Club
Pratapgarh take oath

Staff Reporter

Pratapgarh. The oath taking ceremony of the newly

elected executive of Press Club Pratapgarh, affiliated to

Press Club of India, was held in the Zila Panchayat

Auditorium on Wednesday. The chief guest of the

program, District President of Bharatiya Janata Party

Ashish Srivastava administered the oath of office and

secrecy to the newly elected officials. In the newly

formed executive, Pankaj Dubey took oath as President,

Satyendra Singh as Vice President, Jaisingh Bahadur as

General Secretary, Najme Hasan as Organization

Minister, Asif Siddiqui as Press Spokesperson and

Anshuman Singh as Treasurer. Journalists from all over

the district were present in the program. Former BJP

District President Omprakash Tripathi, Vyapar Mandal

President Rajendra Kesarwani and Brijendra Singh

Chhote Bhaiya congratulated the newly elected members

as special guests. In the program, there was a detailed

discussion on the strength of the organization, the

interests of journalists and freedom of the press. All the

newly elected officials pledged to strengthen the

organization with the resolve of fair and fearless

journalism.

Anti Romeo team
conducted checking
campaign, gave info
to girl students

Staff Reporter

Pratapgarh. In-charge Anti Romeo Preeti Katiyar and

her team reached various schools of Kotwali Nagar area

on Friday and made the girl students aware about safety.

Asked the girl students about their safety at Saket PG

College located in Dahila Mau of the city, Pratap Bahadur

Postgraduate College located in the city. Conducted

checking campaign at Maa Sheetla Devi Dham Katra and

Maa Belha Devi Temple. Gave information about

Mission Shakti Abhiyan and other schemes run by the

Uttar Pradesh government like Kanya Sumangala Yojana,

Chief Minister Mass Marriage Scheme etc. The girls

were told about the toll free number Women Power Line

1090, Women Helpline 181, Chief Minister Helpline

1076, Police Emergency Service 112, Child Helpline

1098, Health Service 102, Ambulance Service 108,

Cyber Helpline 1930 etc. being run by UP Police.

Health dept team

reached to

investigate death of

mother and child

Staff Reporter

Pratapgarh. A debate

competition was organized in

the secondary schools of the

district on Friday under the

Communicable Disease

Control Campaign. Staff and

students were given

information about the

prevention and control of

communicable diseases. On

World Malaria Day, awareness

was created to prevent the

spread of malaria. This

campaign of communicable

diseases is being run under the

supervision of the Health

Department on the orders of

DM SS Awasthi, CDO Dr.

Divya Mishra and DIOS

Omkar Rana. Which is being

monitored by Dr. Vindhyachal

Singh, Principal of

Government Inter College

Rampur Kampa. Experts on

communicable diseases gave

detailed information about the

causes of diseases and ways to

avoid them through the

competition. Tips were also

given to deal with

communicable diseases when

they spread. This initiative of

the department is spreading

awareness among the students,

the effect of which is also being

seen in schools and students.

Apart from cleanliness in

schools, students are also

becoming aware by talking

about communicable diseases

in schools. This campaign of

the department will prove

beneficial in the coming days.

Campaign being run on communicable
diseases visible in schools and students

Staff Reporter

Pratapgarh. The UP Board

students who are getting

education with the help of

Bachcha Bank Friends

Group BBFG have got 100

percent result this time also.

All eight children have

passed with good marks.

Teacher Shani and Damini

fed laddus to the children

gathered at the center in

Bhangwa village. Bachcha

Bank is helping in sports

along with the education of

helpless and needy students.

Teacher Shani told that at

present the group has taken

the responsibility of 45

children. Out of which eight

students have appeared in the

UP Board examination of

Inter and High School this

time. 

All passed. The founder

member of the group, senior

physician of the medical

college, Dr. Manoj Khatri

congratulated all the

children. He said that all the

children will be helped in the

future as well.

Staff Reporter

Pratapgarh. In protest

against the terrorist attack in

Pahalgam, advocates led by

Junior Bar Association

Puratan's president Bhanu

Singh Advocate and Mukku

Ojha staged a strong protest

in the district court on Friday.

They tied black bands on

their heads and raised

slogans of Pakistan

Murdabad, Terrorism

Murdabad. They took out a

procession in the

Collectorate premises and

protested. A condolence

meeting was held for the

peace of the souls of those

killed in terrorism. On this

occasion, advocates like

Rohit Kumar Bhukla, Jai

Prakash Mishra, Santosh

Narayan Mishra, Ashok

Singh, Anand Kumar Singh,

Jitendra Kumar Singh,

Shekhar Singh, Anuj Singh,

Surya Narayan, Ashish

Kumar Srivastava, Dipendra

Pratap Deepu, Sandeep

Upadhyay, Anjani Kumar

Singh etc. were present.

This time also Bachcha
Bank's result 100%

Staff Reporter

Pratapgarh, Kunda. After the news of the death of

mother and child during delivery in the nursing home

went viral, the health department woke up from its deep

slumber and started investigating the case. On October

22, the mother and child died during delivery in IMH

Nursing Home located in Mawai Kala of Kunda Kotwali

area. After which the family members started a ruckus

accusing the nursing home operator of negligence. Police

reached on information. However, later the nursing home

operator reached a settlement with the family members of

the deceased. In such a situation, the police returned.

When the matter went viral on social media, the health

department took cognizance of the matter on Friday.

Deputy CMO Dr. Azad and Health Officer RK Singh

reached Kunda Kotwali. From where the police personnel

reached the nursing home and investigated the matter. The

team also recorded the statement of the health workers

present in the nursing home. After investigating for about

an hour, the team reached Kunda Kotwali. From where

the team left for the district headquarters. Deputy CMO

Dr. Azad Singh said that the nursing home operator has

been warned. Also, the investigation report will be given

to higher officials.

Advocates demonstrated by
tying black bands on their heads

Staff Reporter

Banda. District level Udyog

Bandhu meeting was held in

the Collectorate auditorium

under the chairmanship of

District Magistrate J. Reebha.

In the meeting, the District

Magistrate directed the

officers of the concerned

departments to resolve the

problems of entrepreneurs on

priority and in time. In the

meeting, he directed to send

maximum number of

applications to the banks as

compared to the physical

target of 2500 achieved in the

financial year 2025-26 under

the Chief Minister Yuva

Udyami Vikas Abhiyan

Yojana and get the

applications for loan

approved. Under the scheme,

301 loan applications were

sent to the banks, in which 77

loan applications were

approved and a loan of Rs

33.64 lakh was sanctioned, he

directed the bankers to get the

loan approved for the

remaining applications.

While reviewing the Chief

Minister's Youth Self-

Employment Scheme and

One District One Product

Financing Margin Money

Scheme, he told the

entrepreneurs that under this

scheme, all the young

entrepreneurs should apply

for self-employment and can

avail the benefits of the

scheme. If there is any

problem in getting loan

sanctioned from the banks,

then inform them so that it can

be resolved. He directed the

Deputy Commissioner of

Industry to start commercial

production of the

entrepreneurs who had signed

the intent and submitted

proposals for investment and

to get cooperation from the

nodal officers of all the

departments and the

entrepreneurs' organizations

for the upcoming GBC and

bring the MoU to the ground

100% and prepare MoUs for

new investment proposals.

The entrepreneurs requested

that the advertisement for

allotment of vacant plots in

industrial area Bhuragadh

through e-auction should also

be publicized in local

newspapers. The District

Magistrate directed to take

action for approval at the level

of Managing Director

UPSIDA for the approval of

the estimate proposal of Rs

284.66 lakh provided by the

Executive Engineer Jal

Nigam Nagariya regarding

water supply in industrial area

Bhuragadh. He directed the

Executive Engineer

Electricity to improve the

power supply in industrial

area Bhuragadh and find an

alternative solution to the

problem of power tripping.

He gave instructions to the

concerned officers regarding

removal of encroachment on

the side of the road in

industrial area Bhuragadh. In

the meeting, the Chief Fire

Officer informed the

entrepreneurs about keeping

fire fighting equipment

installed in their institutions

for protection against fire and

not to use any kind of

inflammable substance in the

industrial area, so that fire can

be prevented. Chief

Development Officer Ved

Prakash Maurya, GM DIC

Gurudev, Executive Engineer

Electricity, Regional

Manager UPCDA, Chief Fire

Officer along with

entrepreneurs Manoj Jain,

Ashok Gupta, Manoj

Shivhare and other

entrepreneurs and officers of

the concerned departments

were present in the meeting.

Resolve the problems of entrepreneurs
on priority and in time: DMUdyog

Bandhu
meeting
concluded
under the
chairmanship
of DM

Staff Reporter

Banda. As per the

instructions of UP Congress

Committee President Ajay

Rai, under the joint aegis of

District, City and Women's

Congress, under the

leadership of Congress

District President Rajesh

Dixit, a candle march was

taken out from the District

Congress Office through

Peeli Kothi Babulal Square

to Indira Gandhi Park near

Amar Talkies, in protest

against the brutal killing of

28 tourists by terrorists in

Pahalgam, Jammu and

Kashmir. A condolence

meeting was organized at

Indira Gandhi Park and

homage was paid to the

departed souls. On this

occasion, Congress

President Rajesh Dixit said

that Honorable Leader of

Opposition Rahul Gandhi

should cancel his foreign

tour and return to his country

due to this incident. National

President Mallikarjun

Kharge and Leader of

Opposition Rahul Gandhi

said that Congress Party is

with you in support of every

action of the government.

Terrorism should be

eradicated from its roots.

Congress District President

angrily demanded from the

government that strong

security arrangements

should be made at all tourist

places in the country. The

eligible persons of the

deceased family members

should be given financial

assistance of one crore each

and the injured should be

given proper treatment along

with financial assistance of

10 lakhs. City Congress

President Afsana Shah,

District Women Congress

President Seema Khan said

that Jammu Kashmir is a

very sensitive province. The

government is inviting the

countrymen to promote

tourism but is not making

arrangements for the safety

of those tourists. This

horrific incident shows that

the government has failed

from the security point of

view. Strict action against the

terrorists was demanded.

Senior Congress leaders

Mumtaz Ali, Sankata Prasad

Tripathi, Pawan Devi Kori,

Satya Prakash Dwivedi were

present on this occasion.

Advocate K P Sen, Youth

Congress President Aditya

Kumar Singh, Suman

Shukla, Santosh Kumar

Dwivedi, Shoaib Rizvi,

Kalicharan Nigam, Ashraf

Ullah Rampa, Rajesh Gupta

Pappu, Dhiru Pandey,

Kalicharan Sahu, Shabbir

Saudagar, Nathuram Sen,

Sunil Chaurasia, Irfan Khan

Councilor, Asad Alvi, Ishu

Faiz Khan, Ashok Vardhan

Karna, Harishchandra

Bajpai, Bhaiyalal Patel,

Shivbali Singh, Sukhdev

Gandhi, Seema Babi, Kallo,

Asmat Jahan, Mithila Devi

and a large number of

Congress members were

present.

Congressmen took out a
candle march in protest

against the terrorist
attack in Pahalgam,

Jammu and Kashmir

Organized a

condolence

meeting for

the departed

souls

Shailaja Nishad scored
89.83 percent and Musafia
Manal scored 70.01 percent

marks in high school

Staff Reporter

Chilla. Shailja Nishad,

daughter of Indrajit

Nishad, Headmaster of

Primary School

Sadimadanpur 1, area

Tindwari Banda, resident

of Chilla, brought laurels to

her parents by scoring

89.83 percent marks.

Musafia Manal, daughter

of a farmer, Mehboob

Ullah, resident of Hathaura

Banda, brought laurels to

her parents by scoring

70.01 percent marks.

Staff Reporter

Maudaha. On Friday, Hindu

organizations staged a protest

against the recent massacre in

Kashmir. On this occasion,

hundreds of youths of Hindu

organizations raised slogans

against terrorism and

Pakistan in front of the tehsil

gate of the town and trampled

them under their feet and

expressed their anger by

burning the effigy of

terrorism. It should be known

that the heart-rending

incident of the terrorists

brutally killing unarmed

tourists in Kashmir has

shocked the entire country

and protests are going on all

over the country against it.

And every citizen of the

country is now fed up with the

terrorism nurtured by

Pakistan and has made up his

mind to fight till the end.

Hindu organizations protest
against the genocide in Kashmir
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New Delhi (Agency): The

value of mergers and

acquisitions (M&A) and

private equity (PE) deals in

India in the first quarter of

2025 has registered a big

jump of 204 percent on an

annual basis. There were 67

deals in the January-March

period and their value was $

5.3 billion. This information

was given in the Grant

Thornton India report

released on Thursday.

According to the report, six

high-value transactions of

more than $ 100 million also

took place in this quarter,

with a total value of $ 4.3

billion. In the previous

quarter, there were only four

deals of more than $ 100

million and their value was $

534 million.

The report said that this trend

reflects renewed confidence

among investors,

establishing India as a

preferred destination for

capital investment amid

global uncertainties. Vishal

Aggarwal of Grant Thornton

India said, despite global

challenges and volatility in

capital markets, India's

growth rate remains

promising. With the

emphasis on regulatory

simplification and

collaborative development

in Budget 2025, we expect

capital expenditure to

accelerate, leading to fresh

capital inflows.

The M&A segment

witnessed 28 deals in the first

quarter of 2025 and their

value was more than $4

billion. This is the largest

ever figure of deal volume

and the third largest figure of

value on a quarterly basis.

The PE segment witnessed

37 deals in the March quarter

and their value was around

$1 billion. There has been a

marginal increase of 2 per

cent in deal value as

compared to the previous

quarter.

Big 204 percent jump in
the value of M&A and PE
deals on an annual basis

Indore (Agency): Food

concerns have raised many

questions about grains in

recent years, these questions

have also spread many

misconceptions among the

common people. To discuss

and solve all these

misconceptions, the second

day of WPPS CEO Conclave

2025 concluded with

concrete ideas and plans

towards the broad future of

the wheat industry, technical

innovation and global

leadership. On the second day

of this conclave held in Indore

on 24 and 25 April 2025,

leading industry experts,

policy makers and

entrepreneurs brainstormed

on topics such as 'value

addition and innovation'.

WPPS Chairman Ajay Goyal

said that the second and last

day began with a discussion

on the topic 'price addition

and innovation', where

emerging trends in the field of

baking and breakfast

products were kept at the

center. The speakers

emphasized that the

consumer today wants more

health-centric, convenient

and reliable options, and the

wheat industry will have to

innovate in line with these

expectations. In the sessions

on technology and

innovation, it was told that

work is necessary to make

milling and baking more

automated and energy-

efficient. For this, emphasis

was laid on the use of artificial

intelligence, data analytics

and smart farming tools, so

that the entire process from

production to consumption

can be made modern and

sustainable. Women farmers

also shared their views in this

conclave and actively

contributed to its success.

Today, women farmers across

the country and the world are

moving ahead shoulder to

shoulder and playing a vital

role in the development of this

agricultural sector.

Another important topic of

discussion was the economics

of wheat – in which issues like

demand, supply, price policy

and market stability were

raised. Experts agreed that a

strong pricing mechanism is

needed to provide fair prices

to farmers and quality

products to consumers at

stable rates.

There was also a discussion

on improving public health

through fortified flour. It was

pointed out that there is a need

to include micronutrients like

iron, folic acid and vitamin

B12 in flour. There was also

talk about linking it with

campaigns like 'Har Ghar

Poshan' and the possibilities

of cooperation between the

government and the industry.

The session on global trade

and cooperation highlighted

opportunities for India and

other countries – especially

the US – to collaborate in

research, quality standards

and export growth. Emphasis

was laid on strategic

partnerships and agreements

to increase the

competitiveness of wheat

products internationally.

The conclave also brought

forth ideas focused on

sustainability and

environment, including

topics such as water

conservation, soil health and

balancing natural resources.

Linking climate-smart

agriculture to the future of

wheat production, the need

for eco-friendly farming

techniques was underlined.

Different wheat varieties and

gluten were also discussed

during the conclave. Goyal

informed that varieties like

durum, soft and hard wheat as

well as white and ancient

wheat were explained in

detail. Durum wheat was

found to be suitable for

products like pasta and

semolina, while soft wheat is

ideal for light baking like

biscuits, cakes and muffins.

Hard red spring and winter

wheat were found to be most

effective for products like

roti, paratha and bread. The

characteristics of these

varieties—such as their

protein content, gluten level,

texture and colour—make

them suitable for different

uses. White and ancient wheat

are nowadays being preferred

for a healthy lifestyle,

especially among children

and the elderly. Awareness

about gluten is also very

important. It is a protein found

in wheat that helps in giving

elasticity and shape to the

dough. Although it is safe for

most people, it can be harmful

for those with celiac disease,

wheat allergy or gluten

sensitivity. For such people,

grains like maize, millet, ragi,

buckwheat and quinoa can be

excellent gluten-free options.

They not only provide

nutrition but also retain the

taste without compromising.

The day concluded with a

dialogue on policy and

leadership, where there was a

direct interaction between

policy makers and industry

representatives. WPPS

presented a long-term

strategic roadmap for the

wheat industry, setting the

direction to bring real change

through policy support,

private sector participation

and collective efforts.

Chairman Ajay Goyal said in

his closing address that today

we not only discussed the

problems but also laid down

concrete directions for their

solutions. The discussions

held on this platform will

serve as a guide for the years

to come and we believe that

India can become a hub of

wheat-based innovation and

global leadership in the times

to come. In an important

session, the future of India's

wheat industry was presented

under "Vision 2030". It

focused on sustainable

farming, use of smart

technologies and India's role

in global food security. It was

also made clear that India has

the potential to not only

become self-sufficient, but

also play a leadership role in

the global wheat supply

chain.

WPPS CEO Conclave 2025 focused on
innovation and leadership of wheat industry
■ Intensive

discussion on
wheat varieties,
technical
development
and gluten
awareness in
Indore 

■ From value
addition to
Vision 2030:
Strategic
roadmap
prepared for
wheat industry 

■ Experts
discussed
strategies to
take India's
wheat industry
to the global
stage 

■ Second day of
Wheat
Conclave 2025
focused on
health,
technology and
sustainability
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I
n mid-February this year,

President Xi Jinping met

China’s private business

leaders at a symposium in Beijing.

Many of the participants were from

technology companies which,

according to the Communist Party

of China’s formulation, were

entities under the new development

philosophy (xin fazhan linian). As

per this philosophy, economic

development prioritises quality

rather than quantity, and stresses on

innovation, coordination, being

environment-friendly, and

transparency. The ensuing high-

quality development seeks to push

China up the global value chain.

According to China’s State

Administration of Market

Regulation, as of 2024, there are

over 55 million private companies

in the country. The private sector

accounts for over 50 per cent of tax

revenue, over 60 per cent of GDP,

over 70 per cent of technological

innovation, over 80 per cent of

urban employment, and over 90 per

cent of the total number of

enterprises (in comparison, India’s

private sector has a share of 36 per

cent in tax revenue, 91 per cent of

GDP, 36 per cent in technological

innovation, 11 per cent in

employment, and over 95 per cent

of the total number of registered

enterprises).

One of the important points

emphasised by Xi at the symposium

was for the companies to embrace

patriotism. This was further

underscored by Premier Li Qiang in

his Work Report at the annual

session of the National People’s

Congress in March, calling upon

the companies to refine their

corporate systems and assert their

distinctive Chinese identity. This

vote of confidence from the

Chinese leadership is an

acknowledgement of the rising

importance of the country’s private

capital, and their role in not only

driving domestic development but

also providing wind to China’s

global sails. An apt illustration is

the unveiling of two open-source

models by the Chinese Artificial

Intelligence company, DeepSeek,

challenging the dominance of

American rivals such as OpenAI,

Meta and Google (DeepSeek’s

CEO Liang Wenfeng was also at the

symposium). Chinese outbound

investment is now increasingly

driven by the expansion of private

companies with global ambitions,

whose focus has shifted towards

emerging markets rather than high-

income economies. They are also

involved in diverse

internationalisation efforts across

value chain segments, such as

establishing local manufacturing,

sales, and service operations.

According to China’s General

Administration of Customs,

Chinese private enterprises

contributed to foreign trade with

transactions totalling 24.33 trillion

yuan (about US$3.4 trillion) in

2024.  Chinese private companies,

with their sleek and sophisticated

products, have been able to connect

with global consumers and are

pivotal entities in building an

‘industrial diplomacy’ – to borrow

the phrase from sociologist Kyle

Chan – to reshape global

production networks and make

them centred around Beijing. This

is visible in a range of modern

sectors and industries, that are

qualitatively superior and critical in

a technologically interconnected

world, such as Electric Vehicles,

consumer electronics and digital

gadgets, lithium batteries, and solar

panels. Chinese private companies

form vital nodes in global supply

chains in these industries, and their

inextricability is used by Beijing for

competitive advantage. Through

these companies, China has

remained attentive to building

backward and forward industrial

linkages – making components and

specialised machinery, along with

developing skilled personnel with

the technical know-how – and

holistically dominates the wider

ecosystem while also guarding

against the sharing of technology. 

The ability of Chinese smartphone

companies to endure and build a

loyal consumer base in a country

like India (given the hostile

geopolitical equation) is a

testament to their adaptive

capabilities.

The attractiveness of Chinese

investments, especially in the

developing world, places Beijing in

an advantageous position. This is

well visible in its competition with

India, whose manufacturing

sector’s scale and development

trajectory bears potential

similarities to that of the Chinese

experience. In recent months,

China has weaponised its strategic

leverage in supply chains – by

curbing its specialised machinery

and limiting the mobility of its

citizens who are engineers and

technical staff working at supplier

facilities – to slow down India’s

industrial production, especially in

electronics. While India is making

strenuous efforts to become a viable

destination for foreign

manufacturing corporations, its

ambitions are also intertwined with

dependence on China for nuts and

bolts. While aware of its

entanglement, India has begun

taking key steps in the medium-to-

longer term with an emphasis on

creating indigenous electronics

suppliers and achieving self-

sufficiency in manufacturing

components. It is difficult to

discount China and its private

companies. However, the tariff

wars initiated by the Trump

administration, primarily targeting

China – who have retaliated in kind

– have provided avenues for

Chinese manufactured goods to get

diverted into India and raised

apprehensions of dumping. The

resultant impact on India’s

domestic industries, in turn, hurts

the country’s manufacturing

ambitions. India’s Economic

Survey 2023-24 had identified the

need to address this vulnerability

but also simultaneously collaborate

with Chinese investment and

technology to boost domestic

manufacturing capabilities.

In effect, to plug India into the

global supply chain, it was

inevitable to be plugged into

China’s supply chain. 

While New Delhi has taken steps to

engage with all domestic

stakeholders in responding to rising

global trade tensions, it will have to

walk a tightrope by engaging with

both Washington DC and Beijing,

given the complexities in the

economic and trade ecosystem.

T
he Supreme Court

judgment delivered on

April 8 in State of Tamil

Nadu vs The Governor of Tamil

Nadu and Another, marks a golden

day in the history of India. It is a

landmark judgment in

strengthening federalism as the

basis for the Indian Constitution

— the “Union of States” concept

enshrined in law. Our founding

fathers wrote the Constitution as a

vision statement of how we

govern ourselves rather than an

operational manual. This has

required a lot of interpretation and

operationalisation over time — a

fact attested in the more than 100

amendments we have had in the

last 75 years, as well as several

landmark Supreme Court

judgments.

Since 2014, capitalising on the

operational grey areas in the

Constitution, the Union

government has attempted an

unprecedented centralisation of

power along with constant

interference in the functioning of

democratically elected state

governments — most often

through the appointment of

obdurate governors to states

where the NDA has not been

elected to office. Such actions

have led to multiple states

approaching the Supreme Court

seeking justice, or at least reprieve,

from the actions of their

governors. For example, Kerala

has had to take its Governor to

court. Punjab did the same and

won — including for a matter as

routine as the Governor

interfering with the convening of

the Assembly session. This

judgment, based on a similar

litigation by Tamil Nadu

concerning 10 bills that the

Governor had held in abeyance for

years, greatly limits the ability of

governors to obstruct state

legislation, and thereby removes a

lacuna in the procedural

implementation of the

Constitution, which has been

exploited unscrupulously in the

past. Judgments like this refine the

interpretations of the Constitution

and provide operating guidelines.

At one level, this is a simple

extension of the judgment

delivered by the SC in November

2023 in State of Punjab vs

Principal Secretary to the

Governor of Punjab and Another,

where it reaffirmed that in a

parliamentary democracy, real

power lies with elected

representatives, and that the

Governor cannot indefinitely

withhold his assent to bills or

obstruct the legislative process.

But at another level, several

aspects of this landmark litigation

merit detailed attention. First, the

duration for which the 10 bills had

been kept pending was an

aggravated assault on democracy.

The first obstructed bill dates back

to 2020, and was passed by the

then AIADMK administration. It

renamed the Tamil Nadu Fisheries

University after the former chief

minister J Jayalalithaa. All the bills

relate to universities, whose

functioning has been deeply

affected by the Covid crisis. What

universities vitally require in their

attempts to recover are firm hands

and immediate governance, not

the deep freeze that came from the

Governor’s inaction.

Second, we must applaud the

magnanimity and wisdom of

Tamil Nadu’s Chief Minister M K

Stalin in re-passing all 10 bills

verbatim, irrespective of their

content or the government

(AIADMK or DMK) that had

originally introduced the bill. The

Supreme Court’s judgment makes

a clear distinction: When an

identical bill is resubmitted to the

Governor, withholding assent

becomes constitutionally

impermissible; however, an

amended bill remains subject to

potential rejection again. Our

Chief Minister recognised that this

matter transcended politics — it

was vital to states’ rights and

federalism. His principled

approach secured us a decisive

legal victory, as the universal re-

passing and resubmission of all

10 bills strengthened our case.

The third remarkable aspect of

this judgment is the Supreme

Court’s exercise of its

extraordinary powers under

Article 142 of the Constitution.

By declaring these bills as being

deemed to have been assented to

on the day they arrived at the

Governor’s desk after re-passing

by the Assembly, the Court has

taken a decisive step to protect

legislative processes from

administrative obstruction.

While some purists lament the

Court’s rare foray into executive

action, it is beyond any debate

that these actions were forced

upon it by the extraordinary

actions of the Governor’s office

throughout the court proceedings

— these revealed a troubling

pattern of procedural jugglery.

When judicial scrutiny was

attracted to bills that had

languished for years, he hastily

returned them to the legislature

marked “consent withheld”, in an

apparent attempt to render the

hearing infructuous. After the

bills were re-passed, an absurd

argument was put forth that

because only photocopies were

returned while the originals

remained at the Raj Bhavan, the

legislature lacked authority to

repass them. 

When the Punjab ruling made it

clear that there is no unlimited

power to sit on such bills, the re-

passed bills suddenly got sent to

the President for review. At every

turn, the Governor tried to subvert

both the intent of the legislature

and the judicial review of his

actions. This has compelled the

court to explicitly state in

paragraph 432 of the judgment

that “The conduct exhibited on

part of the Governor……has been

lacking in bonafides.”

T
he Central Government has

made big claims about

Jammu and Kashmir in the

past years. After the abolition of

370, the Central Government has

repeatedly claimed that the

situation in Jammu and Kashmir is

normal, but the bitter truth is that

whenever the Central Government

makes any claim, it all proves to be

baseless. The recent terrorist attack

in Pahalgam has once again

exposed the claims of the Central

Government. Article 370 was

abolished in August 2019. The

Central Government had shown the

dream of a new Jammu and

Kashmir. The Central Government

had promised that after the

abolition of Article 370, there will

be a flood of investment in Jammu

and Kashmir. There will be large-

scale development of

infrastructure. Tourists from the

country and the world will come to

Jammu and Kashmir in large

numbers to see the beautiful

valleys. Jammu and Kashmir will

join the mainstream of India. There

is no doubt that in the last few years,

the government has worked to

connect Jammu and Kashmir with

road, highway, tunnel and rail

facilities. Jammu and Kashmir was

divided into three parts by the

central government. Jammu and

Kashmir was made a union

territory. Three former chief

ministers were kept in jail or under

house arrest for a long time.

Schools and colleges remained

closed for many months in Jammu

and Kashmir. Internet was shut

down repeatedly. Even after this,

there was no significant

improvement in the situation of

Jammu and Kashmir. After the

removal of Article 370, Lok Sabha

and Assembly elections were held,

separatist organizations also

participated in the elections. Voters

also participated openly in the

elections. Omar Abdullah is the

elected Chief Minister of Jammu

and Kashmir, but he has no

authority. When the state

government has no authority, in

such a situation they cannot be held

responsible for any work. The law

and order and administration of

Jammu and Kashmir is completely

with the Lieutenant Governor as an

authority of the central

government. The central

government had promised to give

statehood to Jammu and Kashmir,

which the central government has

not yet fulfilled. Tourism in the

valley of Kashmir has been big for

some time. This cannot be denied.

Meanwhile, terrorist attacks have

also been taking place from time to

time. Army soldiers have also been

dying continuously. This terrorist

incident of Pahalgam has forced

everyone to think once again. Why

are the claims made by the Central

Government far from reality? The

Central Government has always

been hiding the figures of Jammu

and Kashmir. Incidents of

encounters between the armed

forces and terrorist organizations

have been coming to the fore. Now

terrorism has spread to Jammu. The

undivided Jammu and Kashmir

state shares borders with China,

Pakistan and Bangladesh. Kashmiri

Pandits have not been able to return

to the valley till now. The threat of

terrorist attack on Amarnath Yatra

also remains constant. The

government has to make special

arrangements for this. A large

number of military forces are

deployed. Even after this, terrorist

attacks are not decreasing in Jammu

and Kashmir. The central

government has failed to end cross-

border terrorism. Terrorists come

from Pathankot to Pahalgam via

Pakistan. They commit the crime

and run away. It is also said that

terrorists are being trained in

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.

Narendra Modi's government has

been in power in the center for the

last 11 years. The central

government has been in power in

Jammu and Kashmir for a long

time. As a union territory, all the

responsibilities lie with the central

ministry and the central

government. In such a situation,

resentment is now being seen

against the central government and

the Home Ministry. The incident

that happened in Pahalgam is heart-

wrenching. The way challenges are

constantly increasing from China,

Bangladesh, Pakistan on the

international border with India, it is

a matter of concern for India and the

Indian government. Amarnath

Yatra is to take place after a few

days. Certainly, the way terrorists

are still maintaining their presence,

the central government will have to

seriously discuss this. Policies will

also have to be made for a

permanent solution. 

India should make diplomatic

efforts to increase the pressure of

international powers in Pakistan to

put pressure on Pakistan.

OPINION

EVs could be the
game-changer
India needs 

Supreme Court’s
ruling in

strengthens
federalism and will
hopefully put us on

a path towards a
united, progressive

future.

I
n 2024, over 80 million biryanis were delivered by
just one app-based food delivery service across
India. Similarly, small businesses across the country

and rural India – much of which is dependent on
agriculture – are also on the move. Like the digital retail
sector, farmers and micro-entrepreneurs need
sustainable mobility options that can help move goods
around quickly, cleanly, inexpensively, and efficiently.
That’s where India’s Electric Vehicle (EV) targets can
play a key role, aiming for 80 per cent of two- and three-
wheelers to be electric by 2030, along with 40 per cent of
buses and 30 per cent of private cars. Although
ambitious, meeting these EV targets could not only help
boost economic activity by making it easier to get around
India’s busy cities, but also make transportation cleaner,
reduce air pollution, and strengthen India’s energy
security.
To unlock this potential, India’s EV sector will need to
address significant challenges related to general
automobile components, batteries, and charging stations
through a combination of policy and financial incentives
to create both supply and demand. This, in turn, will send
a clear signal about the country’s move towards a
complete EV value chain and really help shift the needle.
The good news is that much of this is already in the works
and, if it takes off, the payoff will be significant: the
transition to EVs in India could be worth an estimated
$206 billion by 2030 (according to the CEEW Centre for
Energy Finance) and generate as many as 50 million
direct and indirect jobs (IVCA–EY–Induslaw report).
On the demand side, consider how electrifying bus fleets
across the country could be a major game-changer. There
are an estimated 2 million buses on India’s roads today,
many operated by private operators. Putting in place
better financing incentives and innovative business
models, along with charging infrastructure, could help
transform these fleets. Doing so would reduce petrol and
diesel costs for operators, enhance the experience for
customers, and improve local air quality: a triple win.
Along with efforts to support the shift for larger forms of
transportation – buses as well as private vehicles – there
are also exciting financing solutions for two- and three-
wheelers. The International Finance Corporation is
exploring debt and equity solutions that could help
operators expand their electric bus and truck fleets. We
have also made equity investments in companies such as
Mahindra Last Mile Mobility, a subsidiary of Mahindra
& Mahindra, to support expansion into the EV three-
wheeler segment, and Napino, to help grow its
electronics and EV component manufacturing capacity.
We are also investing in funds that support Indian
companies to grow the two-wheeler EV market
domestically, as well as create local jobs and strengthen
India’s role in global EV supply chains.
On the supply side, consider batteries. India has
historically relied on importing EV battery cells from
other countries, but this is set to change. According to
some estimates, in just the next five years, 13 per cent of
India’s EV battery cell demand could be sourced
domestically, up from close to 0 per cent today. In the
government’s most recent Budget, import duties were
eliminated on a range of materials that make the lithium-
ion batteries which power EVs – effectively a push to
boost domestic battery makers. Relatedly, concerted
investments in charging infrastructure across both urban
and rural areas will also be needed in order to boost
uptake. The government’s Faster Adoption and
Manufacturing of (Hybrid and) Electric Vehicles, or
FAME scheme, could support the buildout of this
charging infrastructure, including both slow and fast
charging solutions, to meet the needs of a growing
market. Beyond its borders, India’s EV transformation
offers an exciting inflexion point for the industry more
widely. The right moves now could send a major signal to
the market. For instance, joint ventures between
domestic industry or battery manufacturers and
international firms are an obvious next step to meet
growing national and international demand.

Ramvilas Sharma

Ramvilas Sharma

All the claims of the Central Government
in Jammu and Kashmir are baseless

The private sector is driving
China’s global dominance 

With verdict on Governor R N Ravi, Supreme Court
gives Indian states — and India — a victory 

EDITORIAL
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BRIEFS
Div Commr holds review
meet for disposal of
complaints on IGR portal 

Staff Reporter
Mirzapur, A review meeting was convened regarding the
disposal of complaints received on the IGRS portal in the
Commissioner's Office Auditorium under the
chairmanship of Divisional Commissioner Vindhyachal
Mandal Balakrishna Tripathi. Additional Commissioner
Administration Dr. Vishram, Joint Development
Commissioner Ramesh
Chandra, Divisional in the
meeting Forest Officer
Arvind Raj Mishra, Joint
Commissioner Industry
Virendra Kumar and all the
divisional and district
officers should be present.
In the review of the
applications received at
IGR, Superintendent
Engineer Uttar Pradesh
Housing and Development
Council Mirjapur, 16
dissatisfied feedback, 15 of Superintending Engineer
Vidyat, 12 in 15, 10 of Chief Engineer Vidyut Mirjapur 08,
08 in 10 of Electricity Mirjapur, 06 in 07 of Joint Education
Director Secondary Education Department On receiving
the dissatisfied feedback in 06 of the Director Panchayat,
06 in 06, Deputy Labor Commissioner, 06, Superintending
Engineer Yigki Irrigation Mirjapur, the Divisional
Commissioner directed to issue a show-and notice,
expressing strong displeasure. He said that pre-disposal of
complaints should be held and after listening to their
problems, do quality disposal. He said that in cases related
to revenueA joint team of revenue and police should be
settled and disposed of. The Divisional Commissioner said
that all the divisional and district officers should apply the
portal daily. He said that once the report uploaded on the
portal comes back again, the concerned officials should not
upload the same report again but should go on their own
and dispose of the quality.

Commissioner Balakrishna Tripathi directing the

concerned by meeting IGRS portal

Directed to

issue show-

notice on

receiving

most

dissatisfied

feedback of 7

officers

Staff Reporter
Prayagraj: Bharti Airtel has announced new plans to its
IR portfolio that will make it simpler, more affordable and
completely hassle-free for customers. The company has
unveiled India’s first unlimited* IR plans that offers
unlimited data across 189 countries.  
Additionally, for the long-staying NRI community, Airtel
also launched a unique recharge plan for Rs. 4000 with
one-year validity. The plan offers 5GB data and 100 voice
minutes for use when abroad, while in India customers can
use the same plan and get 1.5GB daily data and unlimited
call benefits. The plan gives customers a hassle-free
connectivity experience anywhere across the 189
countries and use the same number while in India without
having to do a separate recharge. 
Siddharth Sharma, Director Marketing and CEO –
Connected Homes, Bharti Airtel, said, “At Airtel, we are
dedicated to simplifying our customers lives and
delivering greater value and convenience to them. We
have dramatically simplified our IR plans that will truly
redefine our value proposition for customers and give
them the freedom to use data and voice generously while
roaming the world. We remain continuously committed to
delivering solutions that meet our customers’ ever-
evolving needs.” 
Customers will continue to enjoy other IR benefits with
these plans that include: 
• In-flight connectivity, auto activation of services upon

landing overseas, 24x7 contact centre support.
• One Plan for travel to 189 countries. No confusion over

which zone or pack to select. No need for multiple packs
across multiple countries or transit airports.

• Auto renewal feature for frequent travelers. This will
remove the need to buy the pack multiple times and will
enable hassle free travel

• Affordable packs. These will be more affordable than
most in-country / local sims and will eliminate the hassle
and expense of acquiring local SIM cards, providing
globetrotters with a simplified solution to stay
connected.

• All control will rest in the customer’s hands. They will be
able to manage their entire International roaming needs
on the Airtel Thanks app with updates on usage, billing
amount and addition of data or minutes as needed.

Airtel plans to revolutionize
IR experience

Staff Reporter
Varanasi: In line with the customer demands for the
summer season, Signify, the world leader in lighting, has
unveiled an innovative range of Ecolink fans, offering
high speed performance, superior air delivery, and energy
efficient technology. Designed to cater to evolving
consumer needs, this new lineup introduces 4 new
models with BLDC Technology: AiroElevate, AiroQuad,
AiroGeometry & AiroJewel and 2 new Smart models:
AiroGeometry Smart and AiroJewel Smart which are
powered by Wiz; Signify’s IoT platform.
The innovative product line combines advanced
technology with superior performance, offering
consumers a breath of fresh air in any space. With a MRP
range of INR 5850/- to INR 8700/-, the product line
includes 4 new innovative models - AiroElevate,
AiroQuad, AiroGeometry, AiroJewel, all designed to
provide superior air delivery, efficient performance, and
significant energy savings. Commenting on the power
packed launch Sumit Joshi, MD & CEO, Signify, Greater
India, said, “At Signify, we are dedicated to redefining
innovation and design to enhance everyday living. We are
thrilled to introduce our powerful new range of Ecolink
fans, designed to meet the evolving needs of consumers.
Through extensive research, we have developed a lineup
that seamlessly integrates cutting-edge technology with
energy efficiency. With models like AiroElevate,
AiroQuad, AiroGeometry, andf AiroJewel, we have
incorporated unique features such as designer LED speed
indicators, BLDC technology, RF remote technology and
a ceiling adjustable mounting mechanism that maintains
the design aesthetic post installation. 

Signify launches Ecolink
fans for energy efficiency 

Staff Reporter

Mirzapur, The Electricity

Employees Joint Conflict

Committee, Uttar Pradesh has

alleged that instead of

canceling the appointment of

the consultant who gave false

affidavits, the top officials of

the Uttar Pradesh government

are meeting with him and are

engaged in saving him.

Cabinet Minister Laxmi

Narayan in various districts of

the state todayChaudhary, MP

RK Chaudhary, MP

Ramprasad Chaudhary MP

Seema Dwivedi and more

than a dozen MLAs were

given memorandum in protest

against privatization. The

Sangharsh Samiti has issued

instructions on all districts and

projects to make extensive

public relations to make the

bike rally to be held on the

occasion of May Day. The

Sangharsh Samiti has said that

peaceful memorandum of two

campaigns and peaceful

demonstrations for the last

five monthsDespite this, if the

decision of privatization is not

withdrawn, there is no other

option but to start the

movement from next month,

which will be the

responsibility of the

government and

management. Officials of the

Sangharsh Samiti said that the

false affidavit of the

transaction consultant grant

thorton appointed illegally

and after catching the fraud,

instead of canceling the order

of black list and appointment,

Uttar Pradesh instead of

canceling itSenior officials of

the government are holding a

high level meeting based on

the report of the Chief

Secretary, Chief Secretary and

are ordering to carry forward

the process of privatization

without fear, which is a very

serious matter. It is

noteworthy that the Chief

Secretary has ordered the

process of privatization faster

by meeting the high officials

of the Energy Department and

the high officials of Power

Corporation tomorrow. The

Sangharsh Samiti said that the

transaction consultant is

falseThe case of catching the

affidavit is now almost three

weeks, despite this, the

company has neither been

blacklisted nor can be

canceled so far. In contrast,

RFP documents have been

prepared from this company

for privatization of 42 districts

of Purvanchal Vidyut Vitran

Nigam and Dakshinchal

Vidyut Vitran Nigam. The

Sangharsh Samiti said how

much about the privatization

of electricity in Uttar

PradeshThere is going to be a

sample of big corruption. The

Sangharsh Samiti accused

the Uttar Pradesh

government, the Energy

Department and the top

officials of the Power

Corporation of Bhagat with

private houses. He said that

all these are openly flouting

the policy of zero tolerance

on corruption of Uttar

Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath ji. Under the two

campaigns today, the answer

to the privatization of

electricity Memorandums

were submitted to State

Government Cabinet

Minister Laxmi Narayan

Chaudhary, Mohanlalganj

MP RK Chaudhary, Member

of Parliament Ramprasad

Chaudhary, Member of

Parliament Border Dwivedi

Girish Chandra Yadav and

former Minister Shyam

Sundar Sharma. A

memorandum was also

submitted to more than a

dozen MLAs on Friday.

Mainly Kaptanganj MLA

Kavindra Chaudhary,

Mahadeva MLA Dood Ram,

Chanbe MLA Rinke Kol,

MungraThe memorandum

was submitted to Badshahpur

MLA Pankaj Patel, Shahganj

MLA Rajneesh Singh,

Jafarabad MLA Jagdish

Narayan Rai, Mariahu MLA

RK Patel, Badlapur MLA

Ramesh Mishra, Malhani

MLA Lucky Yadav. Apart

from this, memorandums

were given to a large number

of councilors, gram

panchayat presidents and

village heads across the state.

Top officials of UP govt engaged in saving
consultants who gave false affidavits
Memo given

to cabinet

ministers,

MPs and

over dozen

MLAs in

protest

against

privatization 

Intelligence submitting memorandum to the MLA Rinki

Cole in protest against privatization

Staff Reporter
Varanasi: As the auspicious
festival of Akshaya Tritiya
approaches, Tanishq’s
exclusive wedding sub-
brand, Rivaah, is set to
celebrate the grandeur of
upcoming summer Indian
weddings with its exquisite
bridal jewellery collections
offerings. With a profound
understanding of India’s
diverse wedding traditions,
Rivaah by Tanishq offers an
extensive range of jewellery
tailored to brides across
various communities,
ensuring a seamless fit for
every wedding
function — from
the Haldi and
M e h e n d i
ceremonies to the
Sangeet and the
main wedding
day. Each piece is
designed to not
only honor these
cherished traditions but also
to reflect the individuality and
elegance of the bride. Rivaah
seamlessly blends heritage
with personal expression,
empowering brides to craft
their own unique bridal
narrative. Rivaah by Tanishq
is committed to elevating
every aspect of the wedding
experience, ensuring that
each moment resonates with
timeless elegance.
Pelki Tshering, Chief
Marketing Officer, Tanishq,
said, “As we step into the
summer wedding season,
Rivaah by Tanishq continues
to cater to the growing
demand for bridal jewellery
that blends heritage with
modernity. With Akshaya
Tritiya signalling the start of
this exciting period, our

Rivaah Golden Advantage
Scheme and best gold rate
offer have helped over 2.7
lakh wedding buyers this
year. With region-specific
designs and evolving
preferences toward natural
diamonds, Rivaah caters to
the diverse preferences of
modern brides. As the
demand for jewellery that
offers both emotional value
and long-term investment
grows, Tanish will continue
to redefine the bridal
jewellery experience by
housing a large collection of
jewels that are not only

suitable for your D-day but
can be adorned on all special
days and functions of your
wedding.” 
To elevate the festive
shopping experience,
Tanishq is offering a
powerful value proposition
with up to 20% off on making
charges of gold jewellery and
diamond jewellery value,
along with ₹101 off per gram
on gold purchases.
Customers can also benefit
from Gold Rate Protection by
booking in advance and stay
shielded from price hikes.
Adding to the value, Tanishq
assures 100% exchange
value on old gold brought
from any jeweller,
reinforcing trust, flexibility,
and smart gold buying this
season.

Rivaah blends heritage
with modernity      

Staff Reporter

Mirzapur, In view of curbing

road accidents in the district, a

meeting of the District Road

Safety Committee under the

chairmanship of District

Magistrate Priyanka Niranjan

is called in the Collectorate A

detailed discussion was held

with the officials. In the

meeting, information was

taken regarding the action

taken by the District

Magistrate on the decisions

taken in the meeting of the last

Road Safety Committee,

Chief Development Officer

Vishal Kumar, Assistant

Divisional Transport Officer

Vijay Kumar, Executive

Engineer Public Works

Department, Jurisdictionist

Shikha Bharti, In -charge

Traffic Vipin Kumar Pandey

and all other concerned

officers were present.In the

meeting, the road -wise

accident was reviewed under

the district's boundary of the

district's road accidents. The

District Magistrate said that

corrective action should be

taken on priority on black

spots identified to prevent

accidents and boards related

to accidental area or blind

turn etc. should also be

installed there. Directed in

relation to the sites of the

dead in three or more

accidentsIt was done that

accidents were found to be

accidents due to most

tractors, trolio and

negligence, the District

Magistrate said that retro

reflex tapes of the tractor

trolio should be installed,

taking effective action

against illegal vehicles,

continuous action should be

taken on over speed and

careless vehicle drivers. The

meeting also suggested to

shift the electric pole at the

end of road tracks as per the

standard prescribed in the

meeting Thereafter, illegal

encroachments should also

be removed along the roads.

The District Magistrate

directed the District School

Inspector, District Basic

Education Officer and

Officer-in-Charge of Traffic

and said that information

should be obtained within a

week by conducting health

tests of vehicles installed in

government or private

schools. For this, the

publicity should also be

corresponded and directed.

He also gave seminars in

private and government

schools Road safety

awareness programs should

also be organized by

organizing seminars.

Awareness should be brought

by spreading publicity

through newspapers or

hoardings for the

encouragement of Good

Semeritan persons assisting

in road accidents. The person

who crashed the person to the

hospital will not be

interrogated in any way and

should be presented under the

Good Semaritan Scheme.

Accident Marking the

dominated places, make the

first speed table top of the

state routes, major district

roads and other district roads

so that the speed of vehicles

can be slowed at the turn and

accidents can be prevented.

Instructions were given to

install road lights and large

sign boards related to road

lights and accident-

dominated areas on accident

roads. Discussion on making

a rotary charaha (Gol

Charaha) to slow down

Chunar Durga Mor vehicles

Was done. Discussions were

made to take action under the

road safety to prevent

accidents on Adalhat

Narayanpur road. Motor

Association officials should

also be present in the

meeting.

Install speed boards on routes to
slow down vehicles at turns: DM

Give info

about traffic

rules by

setting up

road safety

club via cops

& schools

District Magistrate Priyanka Niranjan giving

instructions to the concerned by meeting the District Road

Safety Committee

Div Commr holds review meet over
Chief Minister Dashboard Revenue

In 22 items, all
three districts
of the board
got A Plus
category,
departmental
officer of C and
D category,
taking interest
and instructed
to improve
progress

Commissioner Balakrishna Tripathi giving instructions

to the concerned meeting related to Chief Minister

Dashboard Revenue

Staff Reporter

Mirzapur, Chief Minister Dashboard

Revenue in Commissioner Office

Auditorium under the chairmanship of

Divisional Commissioner Vindhyachal

Mandal Balakrishna TripathiThe review

meeting was convened. Additional

Commissioner Administration Dr.

Vishram, Additional District Magistrate

(F/R) Mirjapur Shiv Pratap Shukla, District

Magistrate (F/R) Sonbhadra, District

Magistrate (F/R) Bhadohi, Divisional

Forest Officer Arvind Raj Mishra and all

concerned divisional and district officials

were present. During the review, the three

districts of the board have achieved good

achievement by achieving A Plus category

in 22 items of revenue schemes.But even

after repeated warnings, the situation of the

board is not getting satisfactory due to lack

of improvement in progress even after

repeated warnings. The Mandalayukta gave

a stern warning to such officers and said that

in the month of April, taking personal

interest in the work, they brought progress

so that the board can get good ranking in the

state. Absent and Additional District

Magistrate (F/R) in the meeting of

Executive Engineer Jal Nigam Urban

Mirjapur Instructed to issue a show-and

notice if the pending applications are not

disposed of after the time limit of Bhadohi.

Among the items where A Plus category has

been obtained, verification of petrol pumps,

main farmer accident assistance scheme,

mandi income, mandi inward, drug sales

license, compiled sample and gratitude,

drugs, compiled samples and composed

proceedings medicines, NFSAPDS

beneficiaries, tradesIssue, online

application process for L.O.I.

Mandalayukta has spoiled the progress of

district Bhadohi in review of wheat

procurement On being done, while

directing the Additional District Magistrate

Bhadohi, he said that the month of April

should improve the progress by increasing

the purchase of wheat. In the review of the

Department of Minerals, the Divisional

Commissioner directed the District Khajin

Officer to take recovery and enforcement

action against the target in Sonbhadra

district. In the review of GST, Bhadohi was

instructed to improve progress.

Staff Reporter

Lucknow: When

confidence, talent, and hard

work come together, success

is inevitable. Such is the

story of Devyani

Meshram—a 19-year-old

young model who has

already made a mark in the

fashion world and is now

ready to step into the world

of acting.

Early Start, Big Dreams:

Devyani began her modeling

journey at the young age of

14. Coming from a modest

background, she proved

herself despite limited

resources. Her dedication

and hard work bore

fruit in 2023 when she

earned the title of

“Miss Icon Madhya

Pradesh – First

Runner-Up.”

S t e p - b y - S t e p

Success in

t h e

World of

Glamour: Today, Devyani

has worked with renowned

makeup artists and fashion

designers, including:

Makeup Artists: Trisha

Thawne, Neha Chute

Veera Sali (International

Makeup Artist), Designers:

Sadiq Raza (International

Designer), 

Amanpreet, Manish Lohia,

Rai Kishori (Celebrity

Fashion Designer), Leena

Dwivedi, 

Reena Beniwal. While

modeling for them, Devyani

has consistently impressed

audiences with her

confidence, sense of

style, and strong stage

presence.

Aspirations to

Become an

A c t r e s s :

Now,

Devyani is preparing to enter

the world of acting. She

dreams of shining just as

brightly on the big screen as

she has on the ramp. She is

formally learning the art of

acting and auditioning for

various projects.

An Inspiration for the Youth:

Devyani Meshram is not just

a model; she is an inspiration

for countless young girls

who come from small towns

and dare to dream big. She

has shown that with strong

determination, no stage is too

small. Proud achievements,

l o f t y

dreams, and

the courage to pursue

them—Devyani Meshram

has emerged as a role model

for today’s youth. Her

journey is bound to reach

greater heights, and perhaps

next time, we will see her

acting on the big screen.

Rising Star - Devyani Meshram: 
An Inspiring Journey

from Modeling to Acting
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Hina Khan condemns Pahalgam
attack, writes, ‘As a Muslim, I
want to apologise to all my

fellow Hindus, fellow Indians’

A
ctor Hina Khan has strongly condemned the terrorist attack in
Pahalgam in which 26 tourists were killed. The TV actor, who was born
in Kashmir and recently shared photos of her visit there, expressed her

outrage and sorrow at the dastardly attack. She also confirmed to her fans that
she is ‘safe and back’.

Hina wrote a long note expressing her deep sorrow after the attack in
Kashmir. A part of Hina’s post read, “The way this attack was

conducted by heartless, inhuman, brainwashed terrorists who claim
to be Muslims is beyond appalling. It breaks my heart. As a

Muslim, I want to apologise to all my fellow Hindus and fellow
Indians.” “It’s not about me or my pain—it’s the pain of

everyone who lost their loved ones. It’s the pain every Indian is
feeling. I am praying for their strength and peace. I am
praying for the souls we lost,” she added.
Yeh Rishta Kya Kehlata Hai fame actor also condemned
the attack and wrote, “We must not mince words. I
condemn it, I reject it, and I hate those who did it.
Wholeheartedly, absolutely and unconditionally.”
She also added, “Those who did this can follow any
religion. They are not human beings for me. As embarrassed
I am for the act of some Muslims, I pray to my fellow Indians

to not alienate all of us. All of us who call India our
home and our motherland. If we end up fighting
each other, we would be doing what they want us
to do, to divide us, to keep us fighting, and we
must not let that happen as Indians.”
She also expressed that she wants a Kashmir
where Kashmiri Pandits can live peacefully
with Kashmiri Muslims. She concluded the
note by saying that she also wants justice.
“Peace and Love Jai Hind,” read Hina’s post
caption.
A day after the attack too, Hina posted a
heartbroken emoji on her Instagram story

and asked, “PAHALGAM, WHY WHY
WHY”. Hina, who was on vacation to
Kashmir last week, also shared via her
Instagram story, “Also to all those who
were really concerned about my
whereabouts, I am safe and back..”

A
n intensive search-and-

combing operation which

results in the capture of a

dreaded terrorist in Srinagar could be

the one-line theme of several similar

films in the past. The difference with

‘Ground Zero’, which calls itself a

‘work of fiction based on real-life

events’, are two-fold. First, it releases

the same week of the Pahalgam

tragedy, whose consequences will be

felt for a long time to come. Second, it

steers clear of the disturbing jingoism

that has been part and parcel of such

films, focussing instead on the tough

life of the BSF jawans and other

security forces in the conflict-stricken

Kashmir valley Emran Hashmi plays

BSF officer Narendra Nath Dhar

Dubey, who managed to locate and

take out terrorist kingpin Ghazi Baba

and his accomplices in 2003. It was a

time when PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee

had visited the valley, in the midst of

rising terrorist activities: there are

glimpses of the 2001 attack on

Parliament in the film.

Delhi-based intelligence officers,

played here by Rahul Vora and Zoya

Hussain, are not too enthusiastic by

Dubey’s taking charge and

contradicting their findings. Neither is

his own senior (Mukesh Tiwari). But

Dubey sticks to his guns, trusting his

loyal colleagues to have his back, as

well as his own gut instincts, and

follows through to a successful end.

No spoilers here, as these operations

are documented in detail. The film

uses some of these details to build a

complex picture of a valley in turmoil,

where the locals can be both complicit

and innocent, depending upon their

situation. Or let’s say, as complex as a

mainstream Hindi film can be. It

shows locals pelting stones; it also

gives us poverty stricken homes where

desperate young boys like Hussain

(Mehroos) become easy marks for

their handlers from across the border.

‘Yeh jagah hamari hai, par kya yahaan

ke log hamaare hain,’ asks Dubey; his

wounded colleague’s (Deepak

Paramesh) response is ‘yes’ to both.

It’s tempting but not a good idea to

extrapolate from films. But Ground

Zero, which takes time to build an

atmosphere of tension — stepping out

to a market, even with your armed

mates around you, can be your last day

alive — is perhaps the much-needed

kind of balance a film can achieve in

these fraught times.

The film becomes lax in some parts,

especially when the Delhi gang arrives

to tell the local forces how to do their

jobs. Zoya Hassan pitches it high as an

intelligence officer who is willing to

lend Dubey her ear; both Vora and

Tiwari swing between being shouty

and belligerent. Sai Tamhankar is

effective as Dubey’s wife, getting her

own speech in, in defence of her

doughty spouse, even as we see how

that insecurity creeps into their

domestic sphere. Hashmi does a good

job of being Dubey, trying to tone

down the dialoguing and making it

sound conversational. But tighter

would have been better.

Ground Zero movie review: Emraan Hashmi’s Kashmir drama
strikes a much-needed balance in these fraught times

Seema Sajdeh says she is
scared to date after
divorce with Sohail

Khan: ‘I might get killed’

S
eema Kiran Sajdeh and her relationship status

became the talk of the town ever since she first

appeared in Netflix’s Fabulous Lives of Bollywood

Wives along with Maheep Kapoor, Bhavana Pandey, and

Neelam Kothari. While in the first season, she was shown

to be at the verge of ending her

marriage with Sohail Khan, the third

season showed her getting into a

relationship with the man she was

engaged to before eloping with

Sohail. In a recent interview, Seema

shared her experience of dating

people after marriage which made her

think she might get killed. In a

conversation with Janice Sequeria,

Seema called going on dates post

divorce, the worst part of the whole

process. She shared, “Honestly, for me, it was the worst

part. Everyone just told me, ‘Arey, just go have good time,

meet him, talk to him’. I watched too much of Law and

Order SVU. And because I watched it too much, I started

to think I might get killed. I am like, ‘What if he turns out

to be a serial killer?”

Seema then shared new age dating is not her cup of tea. “I

am sorry I am old school. I didn’t even know the meaning

of situationship”, shared the fashion designer and stylist.

Seema, however, recalled once joining a dating app after

getting drunk. 

ENTERTAINMENT
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Bologna players celebrating after winning a football

match in Italy.

Yashasvi got
angry at

Hazelwood

Bengaluru (Agency):

Royal Challengers

Bangalore (RCB) opener

Yashasvi Jaiswal got

angry at fast bowler Josh

Hazelwood after getting

out in the match against

Rajasthan Royals, after

which the umpire warned

RCB captain Rajat

Patidar. When Yashasvi

got out in this match,

Hazelwood made some

gestures which angered

Yashasvi and he said

something. Which the

umpire considered a

violation of the code of

conduct. In this match, the

dispute between

Hazelwood and Yashasvi

Jaiswal started from the

fourth over itself. After not

being able to play the first

three balls of Hazelwood,

Yashasvi hit three fours.

After this, he also hit two

fours and a six in the last

over of the powerplay. On

the fifth ball of the over,

Hazelwood changed the

angle and bowled around

the wicket, this time

Jaiswal got out while

trying to hit a shot. Hazlud

played a key role in RCB's

victory by taking a total of

4 wickets in this match.

After dismissing Yashasvi

in   the 6th over, he

dismissed Shimron

Hetmyer. After this, he

took the wickets of Dhruv

Jurel and Jofra Archer by

giving 1 run in the 19th

over.

Mumbai (Agency): Former

Indian cricketer Irfan Pathan

has said that West Indies

explosive batsman Chris

Gayle's record of highest

score of 175 runs can be

broken in this season of

Indian Premier League

(IPL). Pathan has said that

only a RCB player will break

this record, although he has

not revealed the name of the

batsman. Many new records

have been made and broken

in IPL so far, but this record

made by Gayle in 2013 is

such that it has been standing

for more than a decade.

Gayle is known for his

stormy batting. He played an

unbeaten innings of 175 runs

in 66 balls against Pune

Warriors in T-20. At that time

Gayle used to play for RCB.

Gayle's T20 career includes

14,552 runs in 463 matches.

Apart from Gayle, former

New Zealand legend

Brendon McCullum is at

number two, who scored an

unbeaten 158 off 73 balls for

Kolkata Knight Riders

against Royal Challengers

Bangalore in 2008. Abhishek

Sharma is at number three in

terms of highest run-scoring

innings by scoring 141 runs

in the season this season.

At number four is South

Africa's Quinton de Kock,

who played an unbeaten

innings of 140 off 70 balls for

Lucknow Super Giants

against Kolkata Knight

Riders in 2022. At number

five in this list is former RCB

player AB de Villiers, who

scored an unbeaten 133 off

59 balls against Mumbai

Indians in 2015, while KL

Rahul is at number six, who

scored an unbeaten 132 off

69 balls for Punjab Kings

against Royal Challengers

Bangalore.

Irfan Pathan said, only
a RCB player will

break Gayle's record

Mumbai (Agency): The
Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) has not been
able to organize any
international cricket match
in Jammu and Kashmir for
the last three decades. Two
matches were held here in
the eighties and the Indian
team had to face defeat in
both of them. Both these
ODIs were held at the Sher-
e-Kashmir Stadium in
Srinagar. The first match was
held on 13 October 1983, in
which India and West Indies
clashed. West Indies won
this match by 28 runs. Kapil
Dev was the captain while
Clive Lloyd was leading the
West Indies. After this, the
next match in Srinagar was

held three years later i.e. in
1986. In this, Australia
defeated India by three
wickets.
Since then, matches could
not be held here due to
increasing incidents of
terrorism. At the same time,
when Article 370 was
removed in the year 2019, it
was felt that like other areas,
cricket would now develop
in Kashmir and more and
more matches would be held,
but this did not happen. The
reason for this is that due to
the long-term terrorism,
there is a lack of sports
facilities in Kashmir. Along
with this, security is also an
important issue due to which
matches are not held here. 

Due to this reason, cricket
matches are not being held in

Kashmir even after three decades

BCCI will follow the government's advice regarding
cricket relations with Pakistan: Rajiv Shukla

Mumbai (Agency): Board of

Control for Cricket in India

(BCCI) Vice President Rajiv

Shukla has said that whatever

decision the government takes

regarding cricket relations

with Pakistan, it will follow it.

After the terrorist attack in

Pahalgam, tension has

increased between the two

countries and in such a

situation, there is a demand

that Pakistan should not be

played with at any level.

Currently, both the countries

play only in ICC events. BCCI

Vice President Shukla has said

that the board will follow the

government's advice, although he

said that no decision has been taken

yet regarding keeping India and

Pakistan in the same group in ICC

and ACC events. It is worth noting

that questions are being raised about

both the countries playing in Asia

Cup and Women's ODI World Cup.

At the same time, it remains to be

seen what decision the Asian

Cricket Council (ACC) takes

in this matter. Due to the

tension between India and

Pakistan, the situation has

changed now. For this reason,

it is believed that BCCI has

appealed to ICC not to keep

India and Pakistan in the same

group in the upcoming big

tournaments. It is worth

noting that the cricket board

benefits a lot from the India-

Pakistan match in any big

event. In such a situation, if

these two teams are not in the

same group, then the

organizers suffer losses.

However, Shukla has put forth his

side regarding the reports coming

about not keeping the two in the same

group. He said that the board will act

on the advice of the government in

this matter. This clearly means that

whatever the government decides,

the BCCI will do the same. At the

same time, an official has said that he

has no information about not keeping

India and Pakistan in the same group.

This means that it is not yet decided

whether India and Pakistan will be

kept in the same group or not.

Talking about ICC events, no major

tournament is going to happen at the

moment. Women's ODI World Cup

is to be organized in India at the end

of this year. Pakistan has qualified

for it. This eight-team tournament

will be held in a round-robin format,

with no groups. This means that all

teams will play each other. As per the

pre-planned schedule, Pakistan's

matches will be held at a neutral

venue.
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Bhopal (Agency): On one

hand, the government in MP

is promoting solar energy so

that people can produce

electricity by installing solar

panels on their homes, offices

etc. On the other hand,

Madhya Kshetra Vidyut

Vitran Company Limited has

increased the testing fee

charged in solar net metering

system by seven and a half

times. This increase is a

challenge for consumers, as it

will increase the cost of

installing net metering

system. Actually, net

metering is a system that

adjusts the electricity

produced by solar panels

with the electricity

consumption of your house.

If your solar panels generate

more electricity than the

electricity consumption of

your house, then the excess

electricity is sent to the grid

and you get credit for it.

The increase in the testing fee

of solar net metering system

will increase the cost of

installing solar net metering

system for consumers. This

may cause problems in

adopting solar energy.

However, government

subsidy is also available on

solar net metering system in

MP, which helps in reducing

this cost. But Madhya

Kshetra Vidyut Vitran

Company Ltd. has increased

the testing fee and made the

solar net metering system

more expensive, which can

harm consumers. There can

be many reasons behind

Madhya Kshetra Vidyut

Vitran Company Ltd.

increasing the testing fee,

such as increase in cost, or

achieving the company's

financial targets.

It is worth noting that the use

of solar energy is increasing

in Madhya Pradesh. A target

of 1100 MW solar energy has

been set in Bhopal city,

which will reduce carbon

emissions equivalent to 285

lakh trees. Both the

government and the

corporation are working to

promote solar energy, but

Madhya Kshetra Vidyut

Vitran Company Ltd. Bhopal

is sabotaging this plan, due to

which solar vendors are

withdrawing their steps. The

company has increased the

testing fee of the meter

installed in the solar net

metering system by a huge

amount, hurt by which solar

vendors have written a letter

to Prime Minister Narendra

Modi. In the letter, the solar

vendors have written that 'I

humbly request you on

behalf of all the solar vendors

of Madhya Pradesh that

Madhya Kshetra Vidyut

Vitran Company Ltd. Bhopal

is creating a lot of obstacles

in your efforts to promote

solar energy.'

Electricity company increased
testing fee by seven and a half times

Installing solar net metering system will be costly for consumers

12450 rupees being charged

instead of 1680
It is worth noting that the testing fee of the meter installed

in the system has been Rs 1680 and the same fee is fixed in

other electricity departments of Madhya Pradesh, West

Zone and East Zone, but Madhya Kshetra Bhopal has

issued a circular on 4 April 2025 and the fee has been

increased to Rs 12450. Whereas a profit of 10 to 15

thousand rupees can be made with great difficulty in a 3

kW solar, but if this circular is accepted, then the vendor

will have to close the business or increase the cost of the

system instead of working at a loss. At present, the

customer says that the cost of the system is high, so how

can the rate be increased. Solar vendors have requested

Prime Minister Narendra Modi to take cognizance of this

issue and help the vendors save their business from

closure. The most surprising thing is that the cost of solar

net meter is Rs 5448, whereas Madhya Kshetra Vidyut

Vitran Company Limited is charging double the cost of the

meter in the name of testing. This fee is Rs 12450.

According to sources, electricity distribution companies

do not have the right to increase any charge related to

electricity. This right is only with the Electricity

Regulatory Commission. Vendors will also knock the door

of Electricity Regulatory Commission against the order of

Madhya Kshetra Vidyut Vitran Company.

Bhopal (Agency):

Engineers of the Public

Works Department of

Madhya Pradesh are reaping

the benefits. Many

complaints are pending with

the EOW and Lokayukta in

cases of arbitrary changes in

design-drawings, poor

quality construction of roads

and buildings. Engineers of

the Public Works

Department of Madhya

Pradesh, surrounded by

serious allegations of

corruption, are reaping the

benefits. Many complaints

are pending with the EOW

and Lokayukta in cases of

arbitrary changes in design-

drawings, poor quality

construction of roads and

buildings. Some

investigations are going on

for 12 years and some are

stuck for 10 years. More than

15 such engineers are

occupying high positions in

the department and are

influencing the

investigations by resorting to

their interference in the

government. In such cases,

after the completion of

investigation in two to three

years, the hearing starts in the

court, but due to the grace of

the department, they have

been saved for more than a

decade. Technical officers of

the level of Chief Engineer,

Superintendent Engineer and

Executive Engineer are also

surrounded by the heat of

financial irregularities and

irregularities in construction.

The cases of such officers

have been buried in the

investigation agencies for

years. Despite complaints,

no action has been taken

against these officers, on the

contrary, they have been

continuously successful in

getting charge of high posts

with the help of their

influence. The dominance of

such tainted officers is intact

in PWD and due to this, the

investigation in the cases of

poor construction and

collusion with contractors is

not able to move forward.

First of all, let us talk about

those officers who are

surrounded by complaints of

irregularities in construction

works. Chief among them is

GP Mehra, Chief Engineer of

Madhya Pradesh Road

Development Corporation.

He has also been the Chief

Engineer of the lucrative

Building Department in

PWD. Mehra has

considerable influence in the

department. During

deputation, Mehra was

accused of poor road

construction between

Chanderi-Mungavali by

Hyderabad's ShriKN

Company and Gwalior's

Tomar Builders. A complaint

has been lodged in the

Lokayukta Police. A three-

member committee was

formed at the departmental

level to investigate the

allegations against Mehra.

The technical officers

included in the committee

could not complete the

investigation. The case is of

Lalit Chaudhary, Deputy

General Manager in-charge

of Mandla Division of

Bhawan Vikas Nigam. Along

with the old allegations,

Chaudhary has been accused

of irregularities in the

construction of CM Rise

School last year. The

complaint of misusing the

funds of the Central and State

Government and corruption

by him in the construction of

the school building had

reached the EOW. This

investigation has also not

come out of the file till now.

A complaint of corruption

was lodged with the

Lokayukta Police in the year

2023 against Raghavendra

Singh Kirar, AGM i.e.

Assistant General Manager

of the Building Branch of the

Public Works Department.

Apart from him, Nishant

Pachauti, DGA i.e. Deputy

General Manager

(Technical) of Bhawan Vikas

Nigam has been accused of

getting a job with the help of

a fake EWS certificate. His

complaint was lodged with

the Lokayukta Police in the

year 2024. No one has any

idea where this complaint

made for investigation has

been buried for a year.

Not only the high ranking

officers of the level of GM,

AGM, DGM in the Public

Works Department, but also

the Executive Engineers,

Assistant Engineers working

in the divisions and districts

are ignoring the quality in

road and building

construction. This gives

profit to the contractor, a part

of which reaches these

officers as well. Whether it is

collusion for tender or

benefiting the construction

agency by changing the

design-drawing, the

technical officers of the

Public Works Department

are not spared from

allegations. 

Their complaints also

continuously reach the

department and investigation

agencies like EOW

Lokayukta. However, these

officers suppress the

complaints with the help of

their influence, the

investigation on them does

not proceed further. In a span

of more than a decade, PWD

engineers were constantly

surrounded by allegations of

corruption and technical

irregularities, but neither the

investigation was completed

nor any action was taken.

Bhopal (Agency): The agencies

investigating against corruption in

MP are so helpless that even after

the High Court's direction, the

investigation against former

ministers and senior officials has

not been able to proceed. Due to

this, questions have also been

raised on the functioning of the

Lokayukta and EOW organization.

It is worth noting that while on one

hand the investigations against

former ministers are stuck, on the

other hand, a provision has been

made that investigation cases will not be

easily registered against ministers in the

Lokayukta. On receiving a complaint, it

will first be examined whether the minister

has a direct role in the concerned matter or

not. What happens now is that on

examining the complaint, if the basis for

registering an investigation case is

understood at first glance, then the case is

registered, but it is not looked into closely

as to what is the role of the minister in it.

Due to this, after investigation, action has

to be taken against the minister for deletion

and termination. This creates a situation of

unnecessary dispute. Therefore, it has been

decided to implement a new system. It is

worth noting that even on the instructions

of the MP High Court, the Lokayukta

organization has not been able to complete

the investigation of the disproportionate

assets case against many former ministers.

Former DG Lokayukta Arun Gurtu says

that the investigation agencies were

established to catch organized, white-

collar crime. District police is enough to

catch small employees like Patwari,

Panchayat Secretary. It seems that

somewhere the investigation agencies also

work under pressure. This is the reason

why big fish always escape.

In August 2022, while hearing a PIL, the

High Court had directed the Lokayukta to

investigate the property of the then

minister Gaurishankar Bisen. The PIL was

filed by former MLA of Lanji (Balaghat)

Kishore Samarite. A complaint of benami

property worth billions of rupees was made

to the Lokayukta against Minister Govind

Singh Rajput, but the investigation did not

start. Samrite, who complained against

Bisen, said that when the Lokayukta

organization did not start the investigation

on the complaint made in the year 2013, he

filed a petition in the High Court. 

Investigation against
'Honourables' in limbo

Where is the EOW-Lokayukta investigation of tainted PWD officers stuck?

Delhi (Agency): BJP has won the Delhi MCD Mayor

Election. Raja Iqbal Singh has become the new mayor of

Delhi. In this election, the BJP candidate got 133 votes. On

the other hand, after the MCD election results, the reaction

from Aam Aadmi Party has come. AAP leader Saurabh

Bhardwaj said that now no excuse will work, work will have

to be done. Saurabh Bhardwaj said that even after all the

tricks and manipulations, BJP has only 117 councillors in the

MCD of 250 councillors. Even in the house of 238

councillors, the majority is 120. BJP should know that in the

4 engine government, no excuses, no rhetoric will work, now

work will have to be done. The public will know in 1 month.

Let us tell you that in this mayor election of MCD, Aam

Aadmi Party did not field its candidate. Whereas Congress

fielded its candidate in the election despite eight votes.

AAP's first reaction on
BJP's victory in MCD
mayor election

Delhi (Agency): BJP has won the mayor election of Delhi

MCD. Party's Iqbal Raja Singh has become the mayor of

Delhi. Iqbal got 133 votes while Congress candidate

Mandeep got only eight votes. Despite having eight votes,

Congress had fielded its candidate, while Aam Aadmi Party

had decided not to field a candidate in this election. After

winning the MCD mayor election, BJP leader Raja Iqbal

Singh said, I want to thank Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

BJP National President JP Nadda, Union Home Minister

Amit Shah, Delhi BJP chief Virendra Sachdeva and other

party leaders. He further said, I assure you that I will work

together with the ruling party, opposition and Congress.

Decisions will be taken without any discrimination for the

development of Delhi. After winning the election, Delhi's

new Mayor Raja Iqbal Singh said, my main goal will be to

improve the cleanliness system of Delhi, remove the

mountains of garbage, solve the problem of waterlogging

and provide all the basic and essential facilities to the people

of Delhi. We will all work together with full dedication and

hard work.

BJP's Raja Iqbal Singh
became MCD mayor,
Congress got only this
many votes

Delhi (Agency): Delhi Chief Minister

Rekha Gupta reached the headquarters

of Delhi Fire Service (DFS) at

Connaught Circus along with Home

Minister Ashish Sood. Here she not only

took information about the resources

available with Delhi Fire Service but

also encouraged them by talking to the

fire service employees. Here DFS

Director Atul Garg welcomed her and

gave important information related to

the department. During this, CM Gupta

also operated many fire fighting

equipment himself. DFS Director Atul

Garg, excited by the CM's visit, said that

this is the first time that a Chief Minister

has come here, and this is enough to

boost our morale. Garg said that the CM

had also mentioned the fire department

in the budget speech, and this was also

the first time. Garg said that as per the

Chief Minister's wish, we are buying

new vehicles to make Delhi Fire Service

state-of-the-art so that we can go inside

narrow streets quickly to control the fire

as soon as possible. Director of Delhi

Fire Services, Atul Garg said on this

occasion, first of all I would like to say

that the Chief Minister came here, this

itself increased our enthusiasm, our

motivation increased a lot. Because she

is the first CM who came to the premises

here. She herself drove the equipment,

she climbed on them, saw what is new,

how many vehicles are there, this is a big

day for the people of Delhi. A CM who

has thousands of other works, she

herself came to this department and she

herself understood and herself assured.

So this is a matter of great happiness, a

very motivating thing for our soldiers,

for all of us. Garg further said, CM

Madam had already given us funds in

the budget, she had already mentioned

our department in the budget speech.

This has happened for the first time, till

date the name of the fire department had

never come in any budget speech. This

shows her intention from the very

beginning that she wants to make our

department very strong and wants to

make it one of the best. Although we

already have all the equipment, but still

he has said that you will not have any

shortage of funds. So now we cannot ask

anything more from our CM.

CM Rekha Gupta reached
the department which no

Chief Minister visited

Delhi (Agency): Former
Chief Minister of Delhi and
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
leader Atishi recently went
to Kiradi Assembly and
claimed development work
there, but Delhi BJP
President Virendra
Sachdeva rejected it
outright and said that her
claim is not only false but
also shameful. Sachdeva
launched a scathing attack
on Atishi and put the 10-
year government of AAP in
the dock by referring to the
plight of Kiradi. 
Atishi went to Kiradi and
said that her party has done
a lot of development work
there. But, Virendra
Sachdeva called it a
baseless talk. Sachdeva
says that the situation in
Kiradi for the last 10 years
is such that whether it rains
or not, ponds remain on the
roads for 9 months. 
There is no good school, no
college and no proper

hospital. 
This is the truth of AAP's
development. He alleges
that Arvind Kejriwal's
government has completely
ignored Kiradi, which is
one of the largest assembly
constituencies of Delhi.
Sachdeva also said that
AAP's victory in Kiradi
was not due to
development, but due to the
influence of caste and
religion. 
He argues that like seats
like Okhla, Ballimaran and
Seelampur, AAP did vote
bank politics in Kiradi too
and did nothing for the
welfare of the people there.
He asked Atishi a direct
question that if your MLA
Rituraj Govind had done so
much development in 10
years, then why did AAP
have to remove him from
the ticket? Answer this, if
we talk about Kiradi, then
this area is really facing
many problems. 

Conflict between AAP
and BJP on

development in Kiradi

More than 900 markets in Delhi remained
deserted, loss of more than Rs 1500 crore

Delhi (Agency): More than 900

markets including Connaught Place,

Sadar Bazar, Gaffar Market and

Chandni Chowk remained deserted on

Friday due to the Delhi bandh called by

traders to protest against the Pahalgam

terrorist attack. Various trade

associations of sectors like textiles,

spices, utensils and bullion also kept

their shops closed. According to the

Confederation of All India Traders

(CAIT), more than 8 lakh shops

remained closed in Delhi, resulting in a

business loss of about Rs 1,500 crore

during the day. On Thursday, the

Chamber of Trade and Industry (CTI)

had called for a bandh. It also took out a

candle march in Connaught Place to

express solidarity with the victims of

the attack. 26 people were killed in this

attack, most of whom were tourists.

Delhi (Agency): Delhi Congress President Devendra Yadav
has expressed serious concern over the poor condition of
public transport facilities. He said that during the tenure of
the BJP government, Delhi's transport facilities have
completely deteriorated. Especially in this scorching heat
and deadly heat wave, when lakhs of people are dependent on
public buses, the passengers are facing a lot of problems due
to the huge shortage of DTC buses and the absence of shelters
at the bus stops. Devendra Yadav said that the Delhi
government has not only failed to improve the public
transport facilities, but more than 2000 DTC buses have been
removed from the fleet during its tenure. He also questioned
the Chief Minister's announcement, in which it was said that
1000 e-buses would be included in the first week of April, but
not even a single bus has been included till now. He also cited
the Delhi High Court's order, in which 11,000 DTC buses
were said to be necessary in the capital. But, while there were
4344 DTC buses in 2015-16, it reduced to 3937 in 2022-23.
During the Congress government, the number of buses was
more than 7000 and during the tenure of the Sheila Dikshit
government, a big step was taken towards pollution control
by introducing CNG buses, which was appreciated
internationally. Calling the policies of the BJP government
'confused', Devendra Yadav said that on the one hand the
number of buses is being reduced, while on the other hand
there is talk of stopping CNG auto rickshaws. This will put
the employment of lakhs of families in crisis and pollution
will increase further due to the increase in the number of
private vehicles. 

Devendra Yadav cornered BJP
over Delhi's public transport


