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'Strong India will
contribute to more
prosperous world'

PM NARENDRA MODI ADDRESSES GHANA'S PARLIAMENT

Accra: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thurs-
day said a strong India will
contribute to a more stable
and prosperous world as
he pushed for credible and
effective reforms in global
governance in the wake of
changing circumstances.

In his address to the Par-
liament in Ghana, Modi
also said that progress
cannot come without giv-
ing voice to the Global
South.

"In these times of global
uncertainty, India's demo-
cratic stability shines as a
ray of hope. India's rapid
progress is a catalyst for
global growth. As the
world's largest democracy,
India is a pillar of strength
for the world. A strong In-
dia will contribute to a
more stable and prosper-
ous world," the prime min-
ister said.

Noting that India is the
fastest-growing emerging
economy, Modi said that
on the foundations of sta-
ble polity and governance,
India will soon become the
third-largest economy.

"We already contribute
nearly 16 per cent to global
growth. Our demography
is paying its dividend. In-
dia now has the world's
third-largest start-up eco-
system. India is an innova-
tion and technology hub,
where global companies
want to converge," he said.

The Prime Minister un-
derlined that the world or-
der created after World

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being welcomed upon his arrival at Kotoka
International Airport in Accra.

War II is changing fast.
"The revolution in technol-
ogy, the rise of the Global
South, and the shifting de-
mographics are contribut-
ing to its pace and scale,"
he said.

"The world is also facing
new and complex crises
such as climate change,
pandemics, terrorism, and
cybersecurity. Institutions
created in the last century
are struggling to respond.
The changing circum -
stances demand credible
and effective reforms in
global governance," he
added.

He said progress cannot
come without giving voice
to the Global South. "We
need more than slogans.
We need action. That is
why, during India's G20
Presidency, we worked
with the vision - One
Earth, One Family, One
Future," he added.

"We put emphasis on Af-
rica's rightful place at the
global high table. We are
proud that the African Un-
ion became a permanent
member of the G20 during
our Presidency," he said.

The Prime Minister said
India "remains a commit-

ted partner" in Africa's
development journey. "We
support Africa's Develop-
ment Framework, Agenda
2063, to secure a bright and
sustainable future for its
people.”

"Africa's goals are our
priorities. Our approach is
to grow together as equals.
Our development partner-
ship with Africa is de -
mand-driven. It is focused
on building local capaci-
ties and creating local op-
portunities. Our objective
is not just to invest, but to
empower," he said.
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Boy stripped,
stabbed to
death

New Delhi: In a horrific
incident of brutality, a
14-year-old boy was alleg-
edly Kkilled by a group of
eight people, including
four juveniles, who took
turns to stab him multiple
times before dumping his
naked body into a canal in
outer north Delhi's Haider-
pur area, police said on
Thursday.

The victim, a resident of
Jeevan Park in Siraspur,
was reportedly abducted,
stripped and Kkilled in a re-
venge-driven attack.

His body was found with
multiple stab wounds and
a scarf tied around the
neck near the Munak Ca-
nal on July 1, officials said.

A PCR call was received
around 3:10 pm about a
body lying near a Delhi Jal
Board water treatment
plant. A police team subse-
quently got the partially-
decomposed body identi-
fied, the officials said.

"Based on initial find -
ings, a case was registered
and multiple teams were
formed to identify and ar-
rest the accused," Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Outernorth) Hareshwar V
Swami said.

Using technical surveil-
lance, police first nabbed
two key accused, Krishna
alias Bhola (19) and a juve-
nile, who lived in the same
locality as the victim.

He said Krishna was as-
saulted last year by two lo-
cal criminals, Monu and
Sonu, and he suspected
that the deceased had act-
ed as an informer in the
matter. "He held a grudge
and, along with his associ-
ates, plotted the killing for
weeks," the DCP said.

In the intervening night
of June 29 and 30, Krishna
and seven others intercept-
ed the victim near the Veer
Chowk bazaar, abducted
him in front of his friends.

Artists wearing Sri Lankan traditional dress perform at an event organised by
the Sri Lanka Convention Bureau (SLCB) in Bengaluru on Thursday.

Have decoded Bihar
intensive revision: EC

New Delhi: With political
parties flagging their con-
cerns over the ongoing spe-
cial intensive revision of
Bihar's electoral roll, the
Election Commission on
Thursday said it has de-
coded the entire exercise to
a group of opposition par-
ties to assuage their fears.

The poll authority had
met representatives of
various political parties
here on Wednesday and
heard their concerns, is-
sues and queries raised by
them and "decoded for
them the entire special in-
tensive revision".

Representatives of the
Congress, Rashtriya Jana-
ta Dal, Samajwadi Party,
DMK, Nationalist Con-
gress Party (Sharad Pa-
war), Jharkhand Mukti
Morcha, Communist Party
of India (Marxist), Com-
munist Party of India
(Marxist-Leninist) Libera-
tion, Communist Party of
India and Shiv Sena (Ud-
dhav Thackrey) had met
the poll panel.

The EC told the parties
that the exercise is being

held in a planned, struc-
tured and phased manner
to facilitate the inclusion
of all eligible citizens.

In the first phase, from
June 25 to July 3, enumera-
tion forms are being print-
ed and distributed to the
approximately 7.90 crore
electors in Bihar.

Electoral registration
officers are making avail-
able partially pre-filled
forms, based on existing
records through the nearly
78,000 booth level officers
(BLOs) pressed into
action.

The BLOs are delivering
the enumeration forms
door-to-door to all the elec-
tors whose names are on
the electoral roll as on
June 24. Booth level agents
(BLAs)appointed by politi-
cal parties can also submit
up to 50 certified forms per
day.

In the second phase, the
enumeration forms will be
filled and are to be submit-
ted before July 25. To sup-
port this process, nearly
four lakh volunteers are
available to assist voters

alongside the BLOs.

Electors whose names
existin the electoralroll as
on January 1, 2003 are only
required to submit the enu-
meration forms along with
an extract of the roll. They
don't have to submit any
other document.

Those not listed in the
2003 roll will need to sub-
mit one of 11 documents
for their date of birth/
place of birth.

These physical forms
will be submitted to the re-
spective electoral registra-
tion officers or assistant
electoral registration offic-
ers. A facility for online
submission of enumera-
tion forms has been devel-
oped to ease the process.

In the fourth phase, the
draft electoral roll will be
published on August 1. The
list will include all electors
whose forms have been re-
ceived by the deadline.

Names for which no enu-
meration form has been
submitted before July 25
will not appear in the draft
roll.

Law Student Gang-Rape
File affidavit on
progress of probe: HC

Kolkata: The Calcutta
High Court on Thursday
directed the West Bengal
government to file a report
on the progress of investi-
gation into the law college
gang rape case in the form
of an affidavit.

A division bench pre-
sided by Justice Soumen
Sen also asked the state to
produce the case diary of
the investigation before it
on the next date of hearing
on July 10.

Three PILs were filed in
connection with the al-
leged gang rape of a stu-
dent at South Calcutta Law
College by an alumnus and
two of her seniors on the
evening of June 25 inside
the campus. The prime ac-
cused is the alumnus who
is also a contractual staff
member of the institute.

The division bench also
asked the state to reply in
the form of a report on the
next date of hearing some
questions raised by one of
the petitioners in connec-
tion with the "appalling
incident" involving the fe-
male law student.

The state was asked to
answer how a former stu-
dent was permitted entry
into the college premises
after official hours in viola-
tion of access control pro-

tocols, and how staff mem-
bers present on campus
long past college hours
without any official pur-
pose or administrative
supervision.

It was also directed to
state what monitoring or
security measures were in
place to prevent or detect
unauthorised access to the
college building.

The petitioner also ques-
tioned why the college ad-
ministration and the local
police did not take preven-
tive action, despite having
been allegedly informed of
threats made to the
victim.

He asked, "Why does a
reputed law college lack es-
sential surveillance infra-
structure, such as CCTV
coverage and a functional
security apparatus, espe-
cially in a time when gen-
der-based violence is on
the rise?"

Appearing for another
petitioner, senior counsel
Phiroze Edulji requested
the division bench, also
comprising Justice Smita
Das De, to ask the state to
produce the case diary of
the investigators in the al-
leged rape case, as it enu-
merates every activity
done by the police in prob-
ing the matter.

Pilgrims chant religious slogans as they leave for the annual Amarnath Yatra
from Ram Mandir base camp in Jammu on Thursday.

Sexually Abuse Of Minor Student
Woman teacher sent in judicial custody

Mumbai: A court here on
Thursday denied police fur-
ther remand of a 40-year-
old woman school teacher,
arrested for allegedly sexu-
ally assaulting a minor stu-
dent, and instead sent her
in 14-day judicial custody.
"The investigating offic-
er asked for further re -
mand, but there is no rea-
sonable ground for
extension of police custo-
dy," said Sabina Malik, spe-
cial judge for Protection of
Children from Sexual Of-

fences (POCSO) Act cases,
in her order.

The English teacher,
who is married, allegedly
used to take the 16-year-old
boy to luxury hotels.

Arrested last week fol-
lowing a complaint filed by
his parents, the woman
was produced before the
special POCSO court at the
end of her remand on
Thursday. Police sought
her further custody for
probe.

As per the police, the

woman became attracted
to the boy during meetings
for the school's annual
function in December 2023.

When the student devel-
oped acute anxiety follow-
ing the alleged abuse, she
allegedly gave him some
anti-anxiety pills. She
would also get him drunk
during their meetings, the
police claimed. The boy
cleared his Class 10 exam a
few months ago and left the
school, but slipped into
depression.

Shooting
leaves
four dead

Chicago: Four people
have died from gunshot
wounds and 14 others
have been hospitalised
following a drive-by
shooting in Chicago, po-
lice said Thursday. At
least three were in criti-
cal condition.

The shooting hap -
pened late Wednesday in
Chicago's River North
neighbourhood, a popu-
lar nightlife destination
with many restaurants
and bars. Several media
outlets said it happened
outside a restaurant and
lounge that had hosted
an album release party
for a rapper.

Someone opened fire
into a crowd standing
outside, police said, and
the vehicle immediately
drove away.

No one was in custody,
police said.

“When I arrived last
night it was absolute
chaos, from people
screaming to blood on
the streets, to people lay-
ing on the streets,” said
Chicago pastor Donovan
Price, who responds to
communities and people
in crisis.

He described the scene
to reporters as “the
worst I've seen".

Vasai-Virar Corporation under ED lens

New Delhi: A "large cartel" of
architects, chartered account-
ants, and officials of the Vasai
Virar City Municipal Corpora-
tion in Maharashtra colluded for
large-scale illegal construction
on land meant for sewage treat-
ment plants, and dumping
ground was sold fraudulently to
the public, the Enforcement Di-
rectorate has said.

The federal probe agency said
in a statement that fresh search-
es were conducted at 16 locations
on July 1 in connection with the
money laundering probe into the
construction of 41 illegal build-
ings in Vasai Virar area.

During the raids, bank depos-

its and mutual funds worth Rs
12.71 crore were frozen and cash
of Rs 26 lakh was seized apart
from "incriminating" documents
and devices, it said.

The money laundering case
stems from an FIR registered by
the Mira Bhayandar Police Com-
missionerate against some
builders, local henchmen and
others. The case, according to
the ED, pertains to illegal con-
struction of residential-cum-
commercial buildings on gov-
ernment and private land under
the jurisdiction of Vasai Virar
City Municipal Corporation
(VVCMC) since 2009.

Over a period of time, 41 ille-

gal buildings were constructed
on the land reserved for sewage
treatment plants and dumping
ground as per the approved de-
velopment plan of Vasai Virar
City, the agency said.

"The accused builders and de-
velopers deceived the public at
large by constructing illegal
buildings on such land and sub-
sequently sold it to the general
public by fabricating approval
documents.

"Even with prior knowledge
that these buildings were unau-
thorised and would eventually
be demolished, the developers
misled the people by selling
rooms in these buildings thereby

committing serious fraud," the
ED alleged.

The Bombay High Court is-
sued an order in July 2024 order-
ing the demolition of all 41 build-
ings. The residents of these
residential units subsequently
filed a special leave petition
(SLP) before the Supreme Court
but this was dismissed and VVC-
MC demolished these structures
on February 20.

Probe found, the ED said, that
a"large cartel of architects, CAs,
liaisoners and VVCMC officials
are operating in collusion with
each other."

"This cartel is responsible for
large-scale illegal construction
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in the jurisdiction of VVCMC,"it }
said. H
The searches led to the recov- |
ery of "incriminating" digital |
devices which show the "involve- |}
ment" of VVCMC officials in per- |
petrating this illegal construc- |}
tion scam, it said. i
The digital devices also show |}
the "close" nexus of VVCMC of- |
ficials/officers with the archi- |}
tects, CAs and liaisoners and the |
extent of "large-scale" corrup- |
tion and black money flowing in |
the VVCMC to get the approval |
for construction of buildings, |}
the ED said. The first round of |
searches in this case were con- |
ducted by the ED in May. '

Provide Jain food to
accused: Court

Mumbai: The special
PMLA court here on
Thursday directed prison
authorities to provide Jain
food to a money launder-
ing case accused currently
in judicial custody.

The fresh instruction to
Arthur Road Jail authori-
ties came after accused
Ritesh Shah alleged he was
not being given Jain food
despite an earlier order of
the court.

Considering the allega-
tion made by the accused,
the jail authority is direct-
ed to strictly obey the or-
der passed on May 14 and
provide Jain food to him,
special Prevention of Mon-
ey Laundering Act judge
Raju Rote said.

Shah, through his law-
yer Viral Barbar, had last
month approached court
seeking Jain food in
prison.

BJP encouraging anti-
Marathi traders: MNS

By Correspondent

Mumbai: The Maharash-
tra Navnirman Sena (MNS)
has alleged that the BJP is
encouraging traders and
shopkeepers in Mira-Bhay-
andar and the protest
march which took place on
Thursday was sponsored
by local BJP leaders.
Traders in Mira Road
have taken to the streets on
Thursday to protest against
MNS workers who assault-
ed a shopkeeper for not
speaking Marathi. The in-
cident, which occurred on
June 29th, was captured on
video and went viral. Thou-
sands of traders have gath-
ered for a march to the
shop where the incident
took place. The Traders As-
sociation has submitted an
application to the police,
demanding strict action
against the attackers.
“Police have assured
that a charge sheet will be
filed within two days, and
traders have requested the
addition of IT Act charges
to the case. The protest
aims to ensure such inci-
dents do not recur in the
future,” trader association
has made it clear.
Significantly, the inci-
dent came at a time when
the language debate has
resurfaced in Maharash-

tra. Against this backdrop
speaking to this newspaper
MNS Thane chief Avinash
Jadhav said, “BJP leaders
in Mira-Bhayandar have
instigated the shopkeepers
and traders to take the is-
sue to the street. The pro-
test march was totally BJP
sponsored. I have pictures
of some BJP leaders who
participated in the
protest”.

“Looking at the incident
we can say the BJP has
adopted an anti Marathi
stance. The saffron party is
putting on a brave face and
reluctantly supporting the
Marathi issue. But truly
speaking BJP is an anti-
Marathi party, Jadhav
alleged.

The Maharashtra gov-
ernment revoked two gov-
ernment resolutions (GRs)
that had imposed Hindi as
a third language from class
I. This reversal came in re-
sponse to a growing anti-
Hindi movement that
threatened to cross politi-
cal lines. Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis an-
nounced the scrapping of
both GRs.

Sources said that MNS
Marathilanguage agitation
which is being played with
an eye on the upcoming
municipal elections, will
backfire on the BJP.
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KU VC Releases
Textbook on
Entrepreneurship

'Y

Jasbir Singh Duggal

Kurukshetra: The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of
Kurukshetra University, Prof. Som Nath
Sachdeva, formally released a book "Textbook
of Entrepreneurship" authored by Dr. Rajni
Goyal, Head of the Department of Home
Science, IIHS; Dr. Anita Atwal; and former
IIHS faculty member Mrs. Shakti Sharma on
Thursday. On this occasion, Prof. Sachdeva
extended his felicitations to the authors and
remarked that the publication will play a signif-
icant role in fostering entrepreneurial skills and
mindset among students, thereby enabling them
to contribute more effectively to the country’s
dynamic economic framework. Dr. Rajni Goyal
informed that the book has been published by
Arihant Publications, New Delhi, and is aligned
with the vision and objectives of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The textbook
provides an in-depth understanding of the
domain of entrepreneurship, encompassing key
themes such as types of entrepreneurs, their
roles and competencies, the entrepreneurial
process, business planning, SWOT analysis,
and financial management.

The publication also includes case
studies of renowned Indian entrepreneurs, dis-
cusses challenges faced by women entrepre-
neurs, and highlights various government
schemes and incentives aimed at promoting
entrepreneurship across the country. The release
ceremony was graced by the presence of
Registrar Dr. Virender Paul, Principal, IIHS,
Prof. Rita, Dr. Anand Kumar, Mrs. Shakti
Sharma, Mrs. Manju Narwal and Mrs. Anu.

Lala Ami Chand College of
Law Felicitates BA.LLB
and LLB Toppers

Jasbir Singh Duggé

Shahabad Markanda: Lala Ami Chand
College of Law recently honored the semester
toppers of its BA.LLB and LLB programs,
appreciating their academic achievements. On
this occasion, college management, faculty
members, and parents jointly congratulated the
students and lauded their collective efforts.
Among the students who excelled in the
BA.LLB program were Bhoomika, Harshita,
Nandini, Sonam, Kartik, and Ayushi, who not
only achieved personal success through their
dedication and hard work but also brought pride
to the college. In the LLB program, Isha,
Jasmeet, and Simran secured top positions,
showcasing their talent and commitment.

The college administration stated that the insti-
tution offers high-quality education not only in
legal studies but also in other fields. Programs
include BA.LLB, LLB, LLM, D.Pharmacy,
B.Pharmacy, B.Ed, D.Ed, M.Ed, and ITI. The
college provides an academic environment
focused on holistic development with experi-
enced faculty, modern facilities, emphasis on
research and innovation, and student-centered
learning. The Lala Ami Chand Group aims to
bring about positive societal change through
education. The institution is committed not only
to guiding students toward successful careers
but also to shaping them into responsible citi-
zens and future leaders.

Negligence of government doctors
and looting by private hospitals !
DILPREET WALIA

Karnal : Despite being the constituency of the
Chief Minister for ten years, the common man
of Karnal could not get better health services.
Even though Karnal got a medical college in the
name of Kalpana Chawla, but this college of
Karnal could not prove to be more than a refer-
ral center. Ever since Haryana was formed, the
people of Karnal look towards Rohtak or
Chandigarh for their lives. Karnal has a civil
hospital, a medical college. There are many pri-
vate medical institutions. But the poor patient
has no option for treatment. There is open loot
in private hospitals. Government hospitals and
medical colleges have better equipment. There
are qualified doctors but their intention is not to
treat poor patients. Here doctors refer patients to
private hospitals. Recently, in some private hos-
pitals of Karnal, a case of keeping a patient on
ventilator for several hours even after death

Volt Energy Powers Deco Group with 300kW

Rooftop Solar, Reducing Grid Dependency

Vatika Times

SONIPAT: In a signifi-
cant push toward sus-
tainable industrial prac-
tices, Volt Energy (Volt
Capital Private
Limited), one of India’s
most promising clean-
tech energy players, has
successfully commis-
sioned a 300-kilowatt
rooftop solar project at
Deco Group Kundli,
Sonipat, Haryana facili-
ty, a leading manufac-
turer in consumer elec-
tronics. This installation
has led to a 25% reduc-
tion in electricity drawn
from the grid, strength-
ening Deco Group’s
commitment to its
Environmental, Social,
and Governance (ESG)
goals.

Spread across over
30,000 square feet of
rooftop area, the solar
plant is expected to gen-
erate  approximately
3.67 lakh units (kWh) of
clean electricity annual-
ly, equivalent to offset-
ting over 400 metric
tons of carbon dioxide
emissions each year -
the same as planting

nearly 6,000 trees or
taking 90 cars off the
road.

“This project is a prime
example of the power of
distributed energy
resources such  as
rooftop solar” said Mr.
Rishabh Dev Bajaj,
Founder and CEO, Volt
Energy. “By utilizing
this  vast industrial
rooftop space, we’have
turned unused real
estate into an energy-
producing asset, directly
contributing to climate
action and long-term
cost efficiency at Deco
Group. We believe Volt

presents the easiest way
for companies to go
solar without any tech-
nical or financial risk
and, our proud to have
partnered with Deco
group for this project.”
Deco Group, which runs
10 manufacturing units
across India and Sierra
Leone, is incorporating
renewable energy as a
core strategy in its oper-
ations. The shift not
only boosts ESG perfor-
mance but also insulates
the company from rising
electricity tariffs and
grid fluctuations.

“Our energy costs have

Agriculture Department Officials
Conduct Raids on Fertilizer and
Seed Sellers’ Establishments

Five Samples Collected for Fertilizers and
Seeds; Three Found Substandard So Far

Jasbir Singh Duggal

Kurukshetra: Deputy Director of the
Department of Agriculture and

Dr. e
Chand, stated that during the Kharif |
season, there is a consistent demand
for agricultural inputs such as fertil-
izers, seeds, and insecticides, which
are essential for sowing crops. To
ensure that farmers receive high-
quality agricultural inputs, special
instructions have been given to
department inspectors to carry out
timely sampling of all types of agri-
cultural products available in the
market. This will help in providing
quality inputs to farmers at the right

Farmers® Welfare,

time.

Dr. Karam Chand informed that so
far, 21 samples of fertilizers, 30 of
pesticides, and 60 of various crop
seeds have been collected and sent
to laboratories for testing. Results
for 72 samples have been received,
out of which three (one pesticide
and two seed samples) have failed
the quality test. Results of the
samples are still

remaining 11
awaited.

To continue monitoring the quality
of agricultural inputs, a joint team
led by Dr. Rakesh Poria, Marketing
Agriculture
Directorate Headquarters, conduct-
ed surprise inspections in various
markets to check the stock, quality,
and availability of agricultural
inputs. During the inspections, five

Officer from the

Karam

appropriate

sent.

e e —
more samples were collected. Due
to the strict nature of these surprise
raids, many dealers closed their
sales outlets and left. Approximately
20 dealers' centers were found shut.
Show-cause notices have been
issued to all such dealers, and

e ——

action will be taken

against them.

He added that fertilizer, seed, and
insecticide inspectors have been
strictly instructed to maintain con-
stant surveillance in the markets and
conduct surprise checks regularly to
ensure that farmers get high-quality
agricultural inputs on time and with-
out any hindrance.

On this occasion, Quality Control
Inspector Shashipal, Sub-Divisional
Agriculture Officer Jitendar Mehta,
and Assistant Plant Protection
Officer Anil Chauhan were also pre-

by 25%

!

dropped, and our ESG
performance has
improved. At Deco
Group, we see innova-
tion such as solar,
BESS, and VPPs as the
future of efficient manu-
facturing,” said Mr. Atul
Jain, Managing Director
of Deco Group. “Volt
Energy stood out with
their strong PPA model
and hands-on expertise.
After evaluating several
providers, their quality,
service, and end-to-end
support made the switch
to clean energy seam-
less and impactful,” he
further added.

Repay Loan Installments
on Time : Ritu Verma

Loan Fair Organized
by Central Co-oper-
ative Bank at Sector-
13 Branch

Jasbir Singh Duggal

Kurukshetra: Ritu
Verma, District
Development Manager of
NABARD Ambala
Cluster, urged consumers
to repay their loan install-
ments on time and take
full advantage of the
schemes run by the bank.
She said that the Central
Cooperative Bank is run-
ning various schemes to
provide financial assis-
tance to different sections
of society. These schemes
are proving to be effec-
tive in empowering small
business owners, farmers,
women, shopkeepers, and
differently-abled individ-
uals.

She was addressing the
consumers and attendees
at the loan fair organized
by the Central
Cooperative Bank at its
Sector-13 branch. On this
occasion, she highlighted
the ongoing schemes of
the bank and emphasized
that they are proving to
be beneficial for the con-
sumers. She appealed to
all borrowers to repay
their loans within the

stipulated period to avoid
paying extra interest.

During the event, she
also handed over sanction
letters for various loans to
the beneficiaries. Central
Cooperative Bank's
General Manager, Sunil
Patad, provided detailed
information about the
bank’s schemes to those
present at the fair. He
explained the bank's loan
schemes and savings
account deposit benefits,
stating that the Central
Cooperative Bank offers
higher interest rates to
depositors compared to
other banks and provides
loans at lower interest
rates. Attractive interest
is offered on deposit
amounts.

He urged borrowers
to use their loans wisely
and ensure timely repay-
ment of installments.
After distributing loan
documents to consumers
at the fair, GM Sunil
Patad encouraged them
to utilize their loans
effectively to secure a
better future. He added
that the Central
Cooperative Bank is
their own bank and is
always committed to
serving its customers.

State-Level Guru Daksh Prajapati
Jayanti Invitation Extended by Sabha

Jasbir Singh Duggal

Kurukshetra: A joint
team from
Kurukshetra Prajapati
Dharamshala and
BPHO Kaithal district
reached Cheeka to
extend invitations for
the upcoming state-
level Guru Daksh
Prajapati Jayanti cele-
brations, scheduled
for July 10 in
Kurukshetra on the
occasion of Guru
Purnima, and July 13

in Bhiwani. Pawan
Kumar Kanungo,
President of
Kurukshetra Prajapati
Dharamshala, and
Manoj Ramgarh,
Urban District

President of BPHO
Kaithal, informed that
the state-level cele-

bration on July 13 in
Bhiwani will be held

with great fervor.
Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh
Saini will be the chief
guest, and Cabinet
Minister Ranbir Singh
Gangwa will preside
over the event. During
the visit, a publicity
team was formed for
all wvillages in the
Cheeka region. This
team will go door-to-
door to spread aware-
ness about the July 13
celebration. The pres-
ident further informed
that a bus will depart
from Guru Daksh
Prajapati Chabutra in
Cheeka village at 5:00
AM on July 13, with
arrangements made
for food and refresh-
ments for all partici-
pants. Present on the
occasion were: Pawan
Kumar Kanungo
(President,

Kurukshetra Prajapati

Dharamshala), former
president Bhawani
Das, cashier Hariom
Shokal, BPHO
Kaithal Urban District
President Manoj
Ramgarh, Mam
Chand, Suresh
Kumar, Ashok
Kumar, Krishna

Kumar, Dinesh Mator,
Surender Kumar,
Ishwar Chand, Pala
Ram, Baljeet Master,
Roshan Lal, Ramesh
Kumar, Jasmer, Ruldu

Ram Nambardar,
Mahavir  (Printing
Press), Bira Ram,

Balbir, Balkar, Karam
Singh, Jai Bhagwan,

Ramdhari, Shera
Ram, Ramkumar
Mator, and several
other prominent

members of the com-
munity.

40 Quintals of Wheat Missing from Karnal’s Kunjpura Government

Godown — Incharge Suspended, Report Sent to Chandigah

PARVEEN WALIA

Karnal: A major irregulari-
ty involving 40 quintals of
wheat has surfaced at the
government godown of the
Food and Supplies
Department located in
Kunjpura, Karnal. During
an inspection by the District
Food and Supplies
Controller (DFSC) team,
this shortage was discov-
ered. The team completed
its investigation report on
Tuesday, which has now
been forwarded to the
Chandigarh headquarters.

complaints about irregulari-
ties in this godown,
prompting the department

to initiate an official
inquiry. Last  Friday,
Haryana’s  Food  and

Supplies Minister Rajesh
Nagar made a surprise visit
to the location.
Minister’s anger
over missing Kkey,
immediate suspen-
sion

During the inspection, the
godown key was not avail-

entire process be recorded
on video and immediately
suspended godown
incharge Ashok Sharma on
the spot.

Godown already
under scanner for
past irregularities

This is not the first time
the Kunjpura godown has
faced controversy.
Whistleblower Vikas
Sharma had previously
filed a complaint with the
Chief Minister’s Office,
alleging that thousands of

Suspended
incharge previous-
ly jailed for
bribery

Ashok Sharma, the godown
incharge who has now been
suspended, has earlier been
accused of bribery and even
spent around two months in
jail. Despite this, he was
reinstated at the same
godown. Once again, he
faces serious allegations of
wheat stock manipulation.

DFSC confirms

before the minister’s visit.
On his orders, two more
sections were examined,
which revealed a shortage
of 40 quintals of wheat. The
full report has been submit-
ted and sent to Chandigarh
HQ for further decisions.

All eyes on head-
quarters' next
move

With the report now in
the hands of Chandigarh
headquarters, all eyes are

on the next steps.
Officials suggest that

came to light. Even though two Chief Ministers BT g il able on-site, which angered . . .
have won and reached the post in Karnal, they dgcrit d:é frggxtll?l?ereWI be the minister and he initially S3cks had incomplete report; next action more names could come
did nothing to improve the health services of : left the location. However, stitching, weights below with HQ under the scanner follow-
Karnal. In medical colleges and government Complaints of he later returned and Standard, and up to 4,400 o _ ing the minister’s direc-
hospitals, if the patient is normal, they send him . oye ordered a detailed count Sacks might be missing. He Investigation team incharge tives. The department has
to a private hospital. If he is poor, he s sent to irregularities were >/ weight verification of had demanded a high-level ~and DFSC officer Anil  confirmed that any further
Od a g? i anulgar . dn gQVel’I;lmellll Osplla S ongoing wheat sacks in his presence. investigation into the mat- Kumar stated that one sec- actions will now be

and medical colleges, despite the huge salary . He also directed that the ter: tion of the godown had decided at the higher
?ﬁled;filfiglllttles’ the doctors are not accountable to There had been continuous already been inspected level.
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Former Chhattisgarh
Governor Shekhar
Dutt Passes Away;

Tributes Pour In

Raipur/Champa:
Former Chhattisgarh
Governor and ex-1AS
officer Shekhar Dutt
passed away at AIIMS,
New Delhi. A 1969-
batch IAS officer, he
had a distinguished
career in administration
and defense. He served
as India’s Defence
Secretary and Deputy
National Security
Advisor, and was
Governor of
Chhattisgarh from
2010 to 2014.Before
joining civil services,
he served in the Army
and was awarded the
Sena Medal for bravery
in the 1971 war. He
also played a vital role
in organizing the Afro-
Asian Games in 2003
as Director General of
SAIPress Club
Champa paid heartfelt
tribute to Dutt, remem-
bering his contributions
and offering condo-
lences to his family.

Former Municipal

NATIONAL

Loharu, Friday, 4 July 2025

GCollector Inspects Champa BDM Hospital, Sewage
Treatment Plant, and Hanuman Dhara; Expresses

Champa (Janjgir-Champa):
Collector Janmejay Mahobe car-
ried out a detailed inspection of
several important facilities in
Champa, including the Bisahu Das
Mahant Memorial (BDM)
Hospital, the under-construction
Sewage Treatment Plant (STP),
and the naturally scenic Hanuman
Dhara site. He was joined by
Champa  Municipal  Council
Chairman Pradeep Namdev, SDM
Sumit Baghel, Municipal CMO
Bholaram Singh, and other con-
cerned officials during the visit.At
BDM Hospital, the Collector
assessed the overall condition of
healthcare services, sanitation, and
infrastructure. He thoroughly
inspected various departments
such as the male and female wards,
toilets, pathology lab, operation
theatre, maternity ward, dental and
eye sections, Jan Aushadhi Kendra,
and the burn unit. Noting a large
accumulation of unused and junked
hospital beds and equipment, he
expressed strong dissatisfaction
and directed that all such waste be
removed within a month. The
Collector also took serious note of
the poor cleanliness standards at
the hospital and warned officials

67 it
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that continued negligence would
invite strict action. He emphasized
the need for a hygienic environ-
ment for patients and instructed
PWD officials to urgently fix
issues such as water seepage and
to complete tile installations. A
detailed report on all ongoing
construction and repairs was also
requested.  Furthermore, he
directed that medical waste be
handled in a proper and timely
manner and assigned SDM
Baghel to conduct regular inspec-
tions to ensure compliance.
Following this, the Collector vis-

ited Hanuman Dhara, a naturally
beautiful area with high potential
for tourism. He appreciated the
site's appeal and directed officials
to prepare a structured develop-
ment plan to enhance its attrac-

tiveness for visitors. Instructions
were given to improve sanitation,
install seating and recreational
facilities, put up informative
signboards, and ensure proper
lighting. As a symbolic gesture of
environmental commitment, he
also planted a sapling under the
'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam' campaign
during the visit.Later, the

Collector proceeded to inspect
the construction site of a 5.3
MLD Sewage Treatment Plant
(STP) in Ward No. 13, near
Ghoghra Nala and adjacent to the
new filter plant. This crucial pro-
ject, approved by the govern-
ment, is intended to treat the
city’s drainage water before it is
released into the river. Mahobe
instructed the contractor to com-
plete the construction work with-
in the designated timeframe
while maintaining high-quality
standards. He stressed the
importance of accountability and

Ieanlmess aml nelavs
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directed the SDM to monitor the
progress closely. The Collector
also stated that he would person-
ally inspect the facility after its
completion to ensure it functions
as intended.This comprehensive
inspection reflects the adminis-
tration’s focused commitment to
improving public healthcare ser-
vices, sanitation infrastructure,
and promoting eco-tourism in
the region. The Collector’s
directives highlight the emphasis
on cleanliness, efficiency, and
timely execution to meet the
public’s expectations.

89 Lakh Rural
Projects Approved
in Nawagarh

Janjgir-Champa: On the
recommendation of MLA
Bias Kashyap, development
works
worth over
89  lakh
have been
approved
under the
Chief
Minister’s
Comprehensive
Development Scheme in
Nawagarh block.Sukli vil-
lage will receive 5.20 lakh
for the construction of
Nirmala Ghat. CC roads
worth 5.20 lakh each have
been sanctioned in Avarid
and Bhaisda  villages.
Jagmahant village will get
6.50 lakh for a new commu-
nity hall.A 10.40 lakh road is
approved from  Ashok
Singh’s farm to the village
school. Bodsara will receive
15.60 lakh for a CC road to
Hathi Tikra. 5.20 lakh is
allotted in Banari and 10.40
lakh in Amoda for vital road
work.Semra and Bargaon
villages will each get ?10.40
and 5.20 lakh respectively
for road construction. Locals
expressed gratitude to MLA
Kashyap for pushing for-
ward essential infrastructure

Rural

1 upgrades.

Nothing Launches its First True
Flagship - Nothing Phone (3) and

First Over-Ear Audio Product -

KU VC Commits to TB-Free Society as Ni-Kshay

Mitra under PM’s National Campaign

President Rajesh Headphone (1) in India

Ce|ebrat't\e§a5n8va: Vatika Times KU VC P]edges Support to TB emph351zed that the fight against tuberculo- emotional support play a crucial role in the
Biday WIlh | KARNAL SONIPAT  — Londonbsedcr- Paients, Joins PM's Ni-Kshay % it colsine soccl imalhemen, scouey s, The spor sindsd by
Tributes nology company Nothing today announced the Mitra Campaign ‘ﬁ I 4 , = || individual should being of TB patients but also contribute to
launch of two category-defining products in ir Si D - come forward to their mental resilience.
Champa, India - Nothing Ph 3 fi flaosh Jasbir Singh Duggal al.
Chhattisgarh: ndia - Nothing Phone (3), its first true flagship (we! support TB Deputy Civil Surgeon (TB), Dr. Sandeep
Renowned social smartphone, and Nothing Headphone (1), its Kurukshetra: In a commendable gesture & patients. Under the Aggarwal, explained that the Ni-Kshay

leader and former
Municipal President
Rajesh Kumar
Agarwal celebrated
his 58th birthday with
warmth and devotion.
The event was
marked by heartfelt
wishes from family,
friends, and Press
Club Champa mem-
bers at Kailash Sa
Mill. Agarwal, a
respected industrialist
and president of
Nirala Sahitya
Mandal, was praised
for his humility, cul-
tural contributions,
and public service.
Spiritual celebrations
took place at the 250-
year-old Jagannath
Temple, where 58
ghee lamps were lit. A
poetic tribute by Dr.
Ravindra Dwivedi
and blessings from lit-
erary members high-
lighted his legacy.
Agarwal’s commit-
ment to Champa’s
development and cul-
tural identity earned
admiration from
across the district.

Amar Sultania
Lauds CM Sai’s
Vision for
Industrial
Growth in
Chhattisgarh
Janjgir-
Champa:BJP leader
and Chamber of
Commerce official
Amar Sultania praised
Chief Minister Vishnu
Deo Sai’s industrial
vision, calling it a
game-changer for
Chhattisgarh’s econo-
my. He highlighted
the Industry
Dialogue-2 event and
the launch of the One
Click Single Window
System 2.0, noting
that investment pro-
posals worth 1.23
lakh crore and
20,000+ job prospects
show real
progress.Sultania wel-
comed reforms like
the new logistics poli-
cy and Jan Vishwas
Bill, calling them
boosts for MSMEs
and startups. He also
backed CM Sai’s plan
to make Nava Raipur
the "Silicon Valley of
Chhattisgarh," citing
MoUs in tech, phar-
ma, and green energy
as signs of a brighter
economic future. He
urged entrepreneurs
to seize the growing
opportunities and sup-
port the state’s trans-
formation.

debut over-ear audio product. Both products
reflect Nothing’s vision to reimagine consumer
tech with intentional design and bold innovation.

Nothing Phone (3)

Nothing Phone (3) introduces a new era of smart-
phone performance and expression. Designed to
make tech feel personal again, it features a pro-
grade triple camera system, including a class-lead-
ing 1/1.3” main sensor for rich low-light shots,
lossless optical zoom, and cinematic 4K 60fps
video across all lenses with full optical image sta-
bilisation. A vibrant 6.67" AMOLED display with
ultra-narrow bezels, and a powerful Snapdragon®
8s Gen 4 chipset , all wrapped in a premium modu-
lar design. With Glyph Matrix, users can receive
key information at a glance and engage with play-
ful experiences like Flip to Record and Glyph Toys.
The Phone (3) features a new tri-column layout - A
redesigned R-angle shape improves ergonomics,
while the front features uniform 1.87 mm bezels,
18% slimmer than Phone (2), framing a sharper,
more immersive AMOLED screen.

Nothing Phone (3) ships with Android 15 and
Nothing OS 3.5 out of the box. The Nothing OS 3.5
brings Al-powered features like Essential Space
and Essential Search, helping users stay focused
and organised on their own terms. It is future-ready
with Android 16 and Nothing OS 4.0 set to arrive in
Q3 2025. Nothing is committed to longevity, offer-
ing 5 years of major Android updates and 7 years of
security updates, ensuring Phone (3) is built to last
, both in design and experience. With a 5500 mAh
high-density battery, 65W fast wired charging, 15W
wireless charging and IP68 rating, Phone (3) is
ready for everything life throws at it.

Nothing Headphone (1)

Nothing Headphone (1) marks Nothing’s entry
into the over-ear audio category. Developed in
collaboration with KEF, it combines expressive
design with precision engineering. From the cus-
tom 40 mm dynamic driver to the real-time
Spatial Audio with head tracking, it delivers a
deeply immersive listening experience.

under the Prime Minister’s TB Mukt Bharat
India Campaign),
Kurukshetra University Vice Chancellor,
Prof. Som Nath Sachdeva, has pledged his
support as a Ni-Kshay Mitra. On Thursday, el

Abhiyan (TB-Free

Deputy Civil Surgeon (TB) of LNJP

Hospital, Dr. Sandeep Aggarwal, along with
Mr. Vijay Panjeta, met with Prof. Sachdeva
at his office and requested him to support
the campaign by becoming a Ni-Kshay
Mitra. On the occasion, Prof. Sachdeva

organization can adopt TB patients and sup-
port them through their recovery.

Prof Sachdeva further stated that this initia-
tive exemplifies true community participa-
tion. While medication is vital, nutrition and

- Ni-Kshay Mitra
Yojana, any
responsible  citi-
zen, public repre-

-d sentative, official,

entrepreneur, or

ED Cracks Down on 200 Crore Jaipur
Wedding Linked to Mahadev Betting Scam

Raipur: In a sensational develop-
ment in the Mahadev Online Betting
App case, the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) team from Raipur
raided a grand wedding at Hotel
Fairmont, a five-star property in
Kukas, Jaipur. The event, reportedly
costing over 200 crore, saw the
attendance of more than 250 high-
profile guests from Dubai, Bhilai,
and Raipur. The groom, Saurabh
Ahuja—allegedly linked to the
Mahadev betting network—fled the
venue immediately after completing
wedding rituals upon learning of the
ED’s arrival.Saurabh Ahuja, once a
modest resident of Bhopal, is said to
have amassed enormous wealth
through illegal online betting opera-
tions coordinated from Dubai. The
extravagant scale of the wedding—
lavish décor, international guests,
and high-end amenities—stood in
stark contrast to his humble past.
Acting on specific intelligence

inputs, the ED officials intercepted
the celebration, detaining three
guests on-site for their suspected
involvement in illegal financial
activities and seizing several digital
devices and documents.The bride
was also questioned during the raid
as investigators traced hawala links
and large money transfers to
Saurabh. He is believed to be close-
ly associated with arrested betting
operators and has financial ties with
Bhopal-based travel agents Dheeraj
and Vishal Ahuja. These individuals

allegedly arranged international
travel and hotel accommodations for
the wedding guests using funds laun-
dered through hawala transactions.
The ED’s probe has already led to
the arrest of 18 individuals in the
case, including several police per-
sonnel and businessmen. Key pro-
moters of the Mahadev betting plat-
form—Saurabh Chandrakar, Ravi
Uppal, Shubham Soni, and Atul
Agrawal—remain absconding, with
chargesheets filed in their absence.
In April 2024, ED teams had also
searched multiple Jaipur locations,
including the residence of dry fruit
trader Bharat Dadhich, seizing criti-
cal evidence linked to the same
case.The Mahadev app has become
notorious for using extravagant pub-
lic events to legitimize laundered
money. A similar instance occurred
in February 2023, when Saurabh
Chandrakar hosted a 200 crore wed-
ding in Dubai, financed entirely

through illicit funds. The glitzy
event, attended by high-ranking offi-
cials and app operators, mirrored the
pattern of laundering via luxury.
Launched in 2019 from Dubai, the
Mahadev Book App grew rapidly
during the pandemic, especially
amidst the audience-less 2021 IPL
season. It allegedly attracted nearly
99 lakh users by offering illegal bet-
ting on sports like cricket and foot-
ball. Operators used cashback
schemes and fake winnings to lure
users while quietly routing massive
sums through hawala channels.The
recent Jaipur raid highlights how
black money was being masked
behind luxury weddings and elite
gatherings. With several suspects
now in custody and more arrests
likely, the ED has reinforced its
stance against the deep-rooted bet-
ting empire and vowed to pursue
action against all involved in the
sprawling financial fraud.

Coal Project Sparks Fresh Unrest
in Raigarh as 120 Hectares of
Forest Face Destruction

Mitra Yojana is essentially an adoption-
based support initiative for TB patients.
Expressing his gratitude to Prof. Som Nath
Sachdeva for joining the initiative, Dr.
Aggarwal noted that the Vice Chancellor’s
involvement reflects his strong sense of
social responsibility and deep commitment
to public health. Dr Sandeep also lauded
Prof. Sachdeva’s inspiring leadership in
supporting this national movement towards
a TB-free India.

for Exemnlarv Work in Janjgir-Champa

Janjgir-Champa: Superintendent
of Police Vijay Kumar Pandey hon-
ored several police personnel of the
district for their exceptional service
by awarding them certificates of
appreciation and recording com-
mendations in their service books.
The felicitation ceremony recog-
nized officers who showcased effi-
ciency, promptness, and dedication
across various duties during June
2025. Sub-Inspector Manohar Sinha
of Pamgarh Police Station was felic-
itated for recovering the highest
number of missing persons under
the "Talaash" campaign, run as per
the directives of  Police
Headquarters, Raipur. His perfor-
mance was noted as a sign of out-
standing investigative skills and
dedication. Assistant Sub-Inspector
Santosh  Banjare, also from
Pamgarh, received recognition for
collecting the maximum number of
electronic evidence files using the
newly introduced "e-Sakshya"
mobile application. This app has
been developed to streamline the
collection of digital evidence under
the new legal framework. Constable
Brijesh Dhritlahare of

Shivrinarayan Police Station was
awarded for entering the highest
number of court judgment forms
(IIF-6) into the CCNS Online CAS
system during the same month. His
consistent data entry work was
instrumental in enhancing record

accuracy. Constables  Sumant
Kanwar and Jai Kumar Oraon of
Champa Police Station were hon-
ored for their swift action in locating
a missing four-year-old child. Upon
receiving a WhatsApp alert about
the child from Mulmula area, the

duo promptly coordinated with RPF
and traced the child to Bilaspur,
showcasing alertness and respon-
siveness. Head Constable Dev
Ratnakar was acknowledged for his
outstanding coordination during the
medical camp organized at the
Reserve Center. His support ensured
the camp ran smoothly and benefit-
ted all attendees. Traffic Constable
Prashant Sahu was commended for
his excellent performance in road
safety initiatives under the i-RAD
and Road Safety Mitra programs.

His efforts contributed significant-
ly to public awareness and acci-
dent prevention. The event was
attended by Additional SP Umesh
Kumar Kashyap, DSP (AJAK)
Jitendra Khunte, senior clerk
Rajendra Srivastava, and AJAK
Police Station In-charge Ranjeet
Kanwar. The SP appreciated the
commendable contributions of all
honored officers and encouraged
others in the force to maintain
high standards of service and ded-
ication.

Raigarh, Chhattisgarh:
Fresh protests have erupt-
ed in the Tamnar region of
Raigarh as Jindal Power
Limited (JPL) prepares to
clear 120 hectares of forest
land in Gare Pelma Sector-
1 for a new coal project.
The move follows ongoing
anger over the destruction
of 214 hectares of forest in
nearby Murgaon for the
Mahagenco coal block.
JPL has been granted a 50-
year lease to extract 15
million tonnes of coal
annually and plans to
acquire  over 3,000
hectares of land, directly
affecting villages like
Budia, Raipara, Bagbadi,
and Aamgaon.Local
communities fear the
loss of forest will disrupt
water sources, damage
livelihoods, and destroy
tribal heritage. Many
allege that public hear-
ings held for such pro-
jects are mere formali-
ties, with their concerns
routinely
Activists warn of irre-

ignored.

versible environmental
damage and cultural ero-
sion, accusing authorities
of prioritizing corporate
interests over community
welfare. The Tamnar region
is already grappling with
displacement due to past
mining operations.
Residents say each year
brings new approvals for
destructive projects,
despite widespread oppo-
sition. A fresh public hear-
ing for the Gare Pelma
project is expected soon,
and villagers have vowed
to resist it strongly.
Environmentalists argue
that Raigarh’s forests are
more than timber—they’re
the lifeline of tribal com-
munities. Calls are grow-
ing for the district adminis-
tration to conduct thorough
environmental and social
impact assessments before
moving forward. If the
current pattern continues,
activists warn of larger,
statewide  protests in
defense of forests and
community rights.
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rime Minister Narendra Modi departed on

Wednesday for an impactful eight-day for-

eign tour that includes his participation in the

BRICS Summit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,

along with visits to Ghana, Argentina, and
Trinidad and Tobago. The journey holds major diplo-
matic and economic significance, highlighting India’s
evolving global stature and strategic engagement with
emerging economies. This tour is seen as a vital oppor-
tunity to strengthen India’s influence across Africa,
South America, and the Caribbean.One of the landmark
moments of the visit is the Prime Minister’s arrival in
Ghana, making him the first Indian leader to visit the
West African nation in over three decades. His visit has
been met with great excitement, especially among the
Indian-origin community living there. This leg of the
tour is expected to enhance bilateral ties in various sec-
tors including trade, health, education, and technology.
Ghana already imports a range of Indian products,
including automobiles from Tata Motors and Ashok
Leyland. Modi’s presence is likely to energize these
trade relations further and open doors for collaboration
in infrastructure development, digital innovation, and
skill-building initiatives.A key focus of the tour is the

Editorial

Prime Minister Modi Embarks on Landmark 8-Day Foreign Tour:
A Strategic Diplomatic Mission to Strengthen India’s Glohal
Influence Across Africa, South America, and the Caribhean

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s eight-day foreign tour includes key visits to Ghana, Brazil, Argentina, and Trinidad &
Tobago. The trip aims to enhance India’s diplomatic ties, expand trade partnerships, and engage with global leaders
at the BRICS Summit. This strategic outreach highlights India’s growing role in shaping a multipolar world order.

BRICS Summit in Brazil, where the Prime Minister is
set to meet with the heads of state from the BRICS
nations—DBrazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa.
The summit comes at a time when the world is navigat-
ing geopolitical tensions and shifting alliances.
Discussions are expected to revolve around pressing
global issues such as reforming international financial
institutions, strengthening intra-BRICS trade, climate

change cooperation, the expansion of the BRICS Bank
(New Development Bank), and building a united front to
counterbalance Western-dominated global structures.
India is anticipated to once again project itself as a voice
of the Global South, championing the cause of inclusive
development and fair governance on the world stage.In
Argentina, Prime Minister Modi will explore partner-
ships in sectors like agriculture, pharmaceuticals, renew-

able energy, and sports. Both countries have expressed
mutual interest in expanding trade and cultural
exchange. The visit to Trinidad and Tobago also holds
emotional and strategic importance, as it has a large
Indian diaspora. Modi’s engagement with the Indian-ori-
gin community there is in line with India’s broader for-
eign policy of strengthening ties with its global diaspora
and leveraging those connections to build stronger bilat-
eral relations.This tour is a significant step forward in
India’s foreign policy, reflecting its ambition to transi-
tion from a regional power to a global influencer. By
deepening ties with strategically important yet often
under-engaged regions, India is broadening its diplo-
matic and economic horizons. The visit underscores
India’s commitment to multipolar global governance,
cooperative diplomacy, and building resilient interna-
tional partnerships.As Prime Minister Modi takes
center stage in various global forums during this tour,
he carries with him not only the interests of India but
also the aspirations of developing nations looking for
balanced and fair leadership in a changing world
order. The journey is not merely ceremonial—it is a
strategic move to consolidate India’s position as a key
player in shaping the global future.

The Burden of Legacy:
L |

How Increased Longevity

Power Politics

ince the average lifespan of people in this

country has increased, it seems that their rel-

atives, well-wishers, and even close ones are

growing increasingly eager for their demise.

On one hand, dynastic politics has become a
perceived necessity for climbing the ladders of prestige,
wealth, and influence in society. On the other, once a son,
grandson, brother, or disciple achieves success by stand-
ing on the shoulders of their elder, they are often quick to
discard the very person who supported them—sending
them to an old-age home or exile like unwanted bag-
gage.Just as two swords cannot fit in one sheath, a son can
easily walk in his father’s shoes, but the days are gone
when a younger brother like Bharat would carry Lord
Ram’s sandals to Ayodhya and rule for fourteen years with
them on the throne. Today, intentions have changed. If a
father helps his son get a powerful position and peaceful-
ly passes on, the son will turn him into legend. He’ll make
statues, stir public devotion among voters, and strengthen
his political ground. But if the elder refuses to die or play
puppet to the son's ambitions, it feels like a curse upon the
heir's fate.In today’s age of opportunistic traditions, if an
elder tries to secure his chair while allowing the successor
to grow, chaos is almost certain. The heir will label the
elder senile or mentally unstable. If that doesn't work, the
next stop is a mental institution. And when all else fails,
the argument that the elder belongs to a bygone era and
the heir represents a new age is always ready.Meanwhile,
the very medical advancements that have prolonged the
elder’s life are secretly cursed by those waiting in line for
the throne. The heirs don’t mind if the elder shares
power—so long as they get a small seat beside him. But if
the entire family floods into a single political party, critics
raise concerns over the monopolization of power. Savvy
political minds then offer a clever solution: "This is
democracy, after all!" Let the elder remain in his seat
while the heirs join rival parties. That way, even if voters
get fed up and throw out the ruling party, the family still
holds the reins through the opposition.So, the government
may change, but instead of real reform, it's just Ramnath
being replaced by Sham-nath. Gone Ram, enter Gaya
Ram—different name, same game. Those in power, regard-
less of party, are cut from the same cloth. They promise
“better days,” but deliver the same old mix of inefficiency,
corruption, and bureaucratic traps. The common man, end-
lessly wandering through this maze, now celebrates his con-
fusion as some sort of golden jubilee.What has increased
with longevity is not wisdom or change, but the merging of
the old and the young into one corrupt establishment. The
heirs were promoted as the "new blood" meant to revive a
decaying political system. But their actions, announce-
ments, and hollow slogans all reflect the same familiar polit-
ical chessboard. The caps have changed, the faces are new,
but the voice remains the same. -Suresh Seth

in the Grip of Greed and
~~— [llusion: A World Stripped

Current
Article

n our hyper-connected digi-

tal world, Google knows us

better than we know our-

selves. We forget things, but

Google never does. Our
memories fade, our thoughts drift, and
our lives become chaotic — but Google’s
algorithms store every detail with surgi-
cal precision. From our food preferences
to fashion choices, from the places we
visit to the money we spend, Google,
along with countless data-driven market-
ing companies, has it all. These compa-
nies gather data from multiple sources
and share or sell it among themselves. As
a result, we are left utterly exposed,
with no real privacy left. In today’s
world, personal information is a com-
modity, and we are its unsuspecting
suppliers.We now live in a reality
where marketing dominates perception.
Companies no longer present products
for what they truly are. Instead, they
showcase exaggerated strengths, con-
veniently hide flaws, and dress up their
offerings in glittering packaging
designed to manipulate emotions. The
truth is diluted, and deception becomes
the norm. Every industry — from
healthcare to education, fashion to food
— is caught in this spiral of presenta-
tion over substance. These companies
have mastered the art of illusion, and the
modern consumer has become their
puppet.The obsession with profit has led
to a crisis of sensitivity in our world. We
are witnessing a society driven by eco-
nomics, where money trumps ethics,
and speed overshadows compassion.
Even the sacred domain of healthcare
has not been spared. Humans, the so-
called most intelligent species on Earth,
need vaccines, surgeries, pills, and con-
stant supervision just to stay alive.
Ironically, the very institutions meant to
protect our health are often the ones
exploiting it.There have been countless
incidents where hospitals, after a
patient’s death, continue to show them as
“alive” on ventilators — just to increase
billing. Medical professionals them-

selves, in private conversations, admit
that for many diseases, the real cause is
unknown, the cure is uncertain, and the
treatment is mostly trial and error.
Diagnosing a disease often depends
more on the doctor's experience and
mood than on science. If the doctor is
tired, angry, distracted, or emotionally
unwell, their diagnosis can be danger-
ously flawed — even if they are other-
wise brilliant.Moreover, many legally
approved drugs come with serious side
effects — some so extreme that they
mimic the symptoms of addiction.
Patients who have never touched alco-
hol or cigarettes may suddenly feel like
addicts, simply due to medication.
Scientific research, too, is no longer
immune. There’s a growing trend of
studies being fast-tracked without
proper scrutiny. What’s worse, research
results are increasingly manipulated to
suit the needs of the corporate sponsors
funding them. Science has turned into a
business, and truth is often the first
casualty.Healthcare research is no dif-
ferent. It is increasingly shaped by
commercial interests, and very little is

actually designed for the public good.
The illusion of progress masks a reality
of manipulation. Life, which could be
simple and fulfilling, has become com-
plicated and chaotic — not by necessi-
ty, but by choice. We have walked will-
ingly into the traps set by corporations,
trading peace for speed, simplicity for
show, and authenticity for image.Even
young schoolchildren have absorbed
the culture of comparison. Ask them
what they did during vacations, and
they’1l tell you which country their par-
ents took them to. Listen to their lunch
break conversations, and you’ll hear
about weekend dinners at fancy restau-
rants, birthday party extravaganzas,
and branded clothes. Childhood has
become a stage for social performance,
and every child is trained to play a
role. When both parents work, income
doubles, and so does the urge to show
off. A bit of extra money leads to more
luxuries. Luxuries create arrogance.
Arrogance  demands  admiration.
Admiration fuels laziness, because
when you can afford to outsource
everything, you stop doing anything

of Simplicity and Privacy

yourself. The result? A life filled with
comforts, but devoid of
connection.This kind of lifestyle
demands more money, and the pursuit
of money leads to relentless running.
We are always in a hurry, always late,
and always chasing something. We
have no time for important conversa-
tions or meaningful relationships. We
live under pressure — not just finan-
cial, but emotional and social. And the
result? Relationships are crumbling.
Divorce rates are soaring. Families are
breaking apart. Brothers turn against
each other, children alienate from par-
ents, spouses become strangers. The
word "marriage" itself has begun to
evoke fear — will the person I marry
become the destroyer of my peace?But
the solution is within reach. We don’t
need revolutions or miracles. We sim-
ply need to shed one toxic habit — the
fear of “what will people say?”. If we
can let go of this one fear, half our
problems will disappear. Stop trying to
impress others, and your desires will
shrink. Once desires shrink, greed
fades. Without greed, the need to chase
money vanishes. With no need to run,
we slow down. And in that slowing
down, we rediscover peace — the one
thing that truly matters.Life was meant
to be peaceful. It can still be. We just
have to recognize the lies we’ve been
told — that we need more to be happy,
that luxury equals success, that speed is
power. When we understand that less is
more, we’ll find calm in simplicity,
strength in stillness, and joy in authen-
ticity.Let the world not be money-cen-
tered. Let it be peace-centered.As the
ancient spiritual wisdom beautifully
says:"Chah gayi, chinta miti, manua
beparwah;Jinko kuch na chahiye, woh
sahib ke sahib."(Desires are gone, wor-
ries have vanished, the mind is care-
free;Those who need nothing are kings

among kings.)
-Spiritual Healer and Guinness World
Record-Holding AuthorSiddh Guru
Pramod Nirvan

The Politics of Language: The Assault on Hindi and National Unity

n a shocking incident from

Maharashtra, members of Raj

Thackeray's party assaulted a shop-

keeper simply because he couldn't

speak in Marathi. This wasn’t just
an attack on an individual — it was an attack on
Hindi, the official language of the Union of
India. Similar incidents have repeatedly sur-
faced in Tamil Nadu, where Hindi speakers are
often mistreated or harassed. In Mumbai, politi-
cal goons have long targeted migrants from
North India, making language a sensitive and
divisive issue.From E.M.S. Namboodiripad’s
politics in Kerala to Periyar’s anti-Hindi agita-
tions in Tamil Nadu, Hindi has historically been
vilified in certain regions. It has been wrongly
labeled as an imperialistic language, accused of
threatening regional languages recognized
under the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution.
However, these are nothing but myths and polit-
ical fabrications. Can any imperialist language
gain recognition in the Indian Constitution — a
document built on democratic values and plural-
ism?In truth, Hindi was officially adopted as the
Union’s official language on 14 September 1949
after extensive debates in the Constituent

An attack on a shopkeeper in Maharashtra for not speaking Marathi reignites the debate over Hindi’s
status in India. Despite being the official language and spoken by millions, Hindi continues to face
hostility in some regions. Political agendas and linguistic chauvinism threaten national unity and

constitutional values.

Assembly. Article 343 of the Constitution desig-
nates Hindi in the Devanagari script as the offi-
cial language of the central government. Part
XVII of the Constitution (Articles 343 to 351)
deals exclusively with the language policy of
India, and Article 351 clearly directs the central
government to promote the spread of Hindi,
ensuring it can serve as a medium to express
India’s rich, composite cultural heritage.Despite
such constitutional backing, Hindi remains a
target of regional chauvinism. Every year, India
celebrates Hindi Diwas on 14th September,
though many view it as a mere formality. Still, it
is undeniable that Hindi is the language of the
majority — spoken, read, or understood by over
60—65 crore Indians.Across non-Hindi states
such as Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and
Karnataka, politicians, artists, and parliamentar-
ians often learn Hindi to remain relevant on the

national stage. Eminent non-Hindi writers like
Mahasweta Devi (Bengal) and Vijay Tendulkar
(Maharashtra) gained national recognition and
were awarded honors like the Jnanpith only
after their works were translated into Hindi.
Similarly, Hindi readers have embraced Bengali
authors like Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay and
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, whose novels con-
tinue to be widely read. Rabindranath Tagore’s
‘Gitanjali’, too, was translated into Hindi and
remains popular among readers to this day.So
why is India being divided along linguistic
lines? When a Hindi-speaking shopkeeper is
assaulted in Maharashtra, or when Hindi is
deliberately excluded from the “three-language
formula” under the New Education Policy, it is
not only a cultural injustice but a clear violation
of the Constitution — and, therefore, a criminal
act.The motivations behind such actions are

often political. With upcoming BMC elections
in Mumbai, the Thackeray brothers appear to be
stirring linguistic sentiments to regain rele-
vance. Raj Thackeray's party has no legislative
presence, yet his followers continue to beat up
Hindi speakers. Ironically, even the Marathi-
speaking public hasn't supported this brand of
politics, as evident from the party’s repeated
electoral failures.Mumbai is also home to
Bollywood, a multi-billion-rupee industry built
largely on Hindi. Yet, many of the superstars
who dominate this space — and earn their for-
tunes because of the Hindi-speaking audience
— are notably silent on such incidents. One
wonders whether their silence is due to fear or
convenience. When it comes to defending
Hindi, even these so-called icons of Indian cin-
ema fade into the background.Meanwhile, the
film industry today witnesses a massive influx

of South Indian films being dubbed in Hindi.
Stars like Rajinikanth and Kamal Haasan
became national icons only after their films
were made accessible to Hindi audiences. These
films generate massive profits, yet when the lan-
guage that brings them national fame is
attacked, there is a glaring silence.What kind of
morality and nationalism is this — one that
profits from Hindi but refuses to stand by
it?Globally, Hindi is the fourth most spoken
language in the world. A majority of Lok Sabha
seats belong to the Hindi belt. Most Indian Prime
Ministers have come from Hindi-speaking
regions. Even the Oxford English Dictionary
has incorporated many Hindi words. Over 150
universities worldwide offer Hindi as a subject
of study.So, how can such a language - deeply
rooted in the nation’s culture, spoken by its
majority, and constitutionally protected — be
called imperialistic?It is time India looks
beyond divisive politics and regional egos.
Language should be a bridge, not a weapon.
Hindi, like every other Indian language,
deserves respect, dignity, and above all — pro-
tection from those who seek to pit Indians
against one another.
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India-US Interim Trade Deal

Hectic parleys
underway in
Washington

New Delhi: Hectic parleys
are underway between of-
ficials of India and the US
in Washington on the pro-
posed interim trade agree-
ment between the two
countries, an official said
on Wednesday.

The talks entered the
seventh day on Wednesday
in Washington, the official
said.

While India is seeking
greater market access for
its labour-intensive goods,
the US wants duty conces-
sions for its agricultural
products.

The Indian team, headed
by special secretary in the
Department of Commerce
Rajesh Agrawal, is in
Washington for
negotiations.

The stay of the Indian
officials has been extend-
ed. Initially, the delegation
was scheduled to stay for
two days after the talks
commenced on June 26.

These talks are impor-

tant as the suspension of
Trump's reciprocal tariffs
is ending on July 9. The
two sides are looking at fi-
nalising the talks before
that.

India has hardened its
position on giving duty
concessions to American
farm products. It is seeking
duty concessions for its
labour-intensive goods
such as textiles, engineer-
ing, leather, gems and
jewellery.

On April 2, the US im-
posed an additional 26 per
cent reciprocal tariff on
Indian goods but suspend-
ed it for 90 days. However,
the 10 per cent baseline
tariff imposed by America
remains in place. India is
seeking full exemption
from the additional 26 per
cent tariff.

Thrust on agriculture,
dairy

The US is demanding duty
concessions in both the ag-

riculture and dairy sec-
tors. But these segments
are difficult and challeng-
ing areas for India to give
duty concessions to the US
as Indian farmers are into
sustenance farming and
have small land holdings.

Therefore, these sectors
are politically sensitive.

India has not opened up
the dairy sector for any of
its trading partners in free
trade pacts the country has
signed so far.

The US wants duty con-
cessions on certain indus-
trial goods, automobiles,
especially electric vehi-
cles, wines, petrochemical
products, dairy, and agri-
cultural items like apples,
tree nuts, and genetically
modified crops.

India is seeking duty
concessions for labour-in-
tensive sectors like tex-
tiles, gems and jewellery,
leather goods, garments,
plastics, chemicals,
shrimp, oil seeds, grapes,
and bananas in the pro-
posed trade pact.

The two countries are
also looking to conclude
talks for the first tranche
of the proposed bilateral
trade agreement (BTA) by
fall (September-October)
this year. The pact is aimed
at more than doubling bi-
lateral trade to USD 500 bil-
lion by 2030 from the cur-
rent USD 191 billion.

Before the first tranche,
they are trying for an in-
terim trade pact. The US
team was here last for the
talks.

India's oil
concerns
shared with
US Senator:
Jaishankar

.
ih

Washington: External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar suggested

that India has shared its
concerns with US Senator
Lindsey Graham over his bill
proposing a 500 per cent
tariff on nations buying oil
from Russia.

"| think our concerns and
our interests in energy
security have been made
conversant to him,"
Jaishankar said while
replying to a media query
in Washington DC on
Wednesday.

A legislation proposed by
Graham calls forimposing
500 per cent tariffs on
nations buying oil from
Russia if Moscow refuses
to participate in peace
negotiations with Ukraine.
Jaishankar said that

the Indian Embassy and

o cials have beenin touch
with Graham over the issue
while adding that "we'll
then have to cross that
bridge when we come toiit,
if we come toiit.”
Jaishankar added that any
development happening
in the US Congress is of
interest to India “if it
impacts our interest or
could impact our interest”.

Tricky areas may
be dealt with
later on: Memani

New Delhi: Newly ap -
pointed CII President Rajiv
Memani on Thursday un-
derlined the need for a
"balanced and reasonable"
free trade agreement
(FTA) between India and
the US in the initial phase,
saying the tricky areas
having political ramifica-
tions could be tackled at a
later date.

India is negotiating an
FTA with the United
States, and a team of com-
merce ministry officials is
currently in Washington
trying to secure an early
agreement ahead of the
July 9 deadline set by Pres-
ident Donald Trump for
imposition of higher
tariffs.

Industry lobby CII is ex-
pecting a "balanced, rea-
sonable FTA which will be
done in tranches... Those
areas which are more
tricky, which require more
consultation, have greater
political ramifications,
maybe dealt with later on,"
said Memani, who took
over as CII President
recently.

India is reluctant to
open access to sensitive ag-
riculture and dairy sectors
to the US industry, as open-
ing the farm sector could
jeopardise the interest of
farmers. Also, India does
not want to open the dairy
sector because of religious
sensitivities.

"I do know that the level
of preparation that the
Ministry of Commerce has
done, and the engagement

that they have had with in-
dustry, the engagement
that they have had with
various industries, in Min-
istry of Agriculture has
been very limited... and I
feel very confident that the
challenges that Indian in-
dustry, and particularly
some sectors mentioned,
agriculture... those will be
adequately addressed.

"Also from an industry
standpoint, there are is-
sues and concerns that
have been raised, in all
these things you will not
always have 100 per cent
winners...," the CII Presi-
dent said.

On reports of Foxconn
Technology Group asking
Chinese engineers and
technicians to return home
from its iPhone plant in
India, the CII President, in
an apparent reference to
China, said that "when a
Quad meeting is happen-
ing, there is some action
that we see from some
countries, and there are
(certain) messages in a

way".

The four-nation Quad
grouping includes India,
US, Australia, and Japan.

Big concern for auto

Responding to another
question on China restrict-
ing exports of rare earth
magnets and its impact on
India's auto sector, as well
as other sectors like elec-
tronics, the CII sector said
it was a "big concern" for
the auto sector and there
was a need to look at areas
where India has "critical
supply chain dependen-
cies", including active
pharmaceutical
ingredients.

India is heavily reliant
on China for APIs, the raw
materials for drug
manufacturing.

"In auto, I would say a
concern is more serious
than what's come out till
now. In fact, some of the
most conservative compa-
nies are already starting to
give some guidance on low-
ering their production lev-
els going forward. So defi-
nitely, there is a worry,
concern, much more than
auto in some other sectors
as well, but I think it's
much more predominant,"
Memani said.

India imports over 53,000
metric tonne rare earth
magnets annually (FY25),
with China dominating the
global supply chain, ac-
counting for over 60 per
cent of global REE mining
and nearly 90 per cent of
refining.

Liebherr’s
first Made-
in-India
refrigerator

By correspondent

Mumbai: Liebherr Appli-
ances India has announced
its first-ever Made in India
Fully Integrated (FI)
Fridge, Freezer and
Combination.

Representing the next
generation of refrigeration
technology, Liebherr
blends into modern luxury
kitchens, combining mini-
malist design, precision
German engineering and
advanced cooling intelli-
gence. This marks the
brand’s foray into a high-
growth segment that ca-
ters to the discerning In-
dian consumer.

Indiais the only country
outside Europe where
Liebherr manufactures
fully integrated refrigera-
tors. All models have been
tropicalised to withstand
India’s extreme and varied
climatic conditions - a vi-
tal innovation for optimal
performance, cooling con-
sistency, and energy effi-
ciency. With manufactur-
ing based in
Sambhajinagar, Liebherr
aims to revolutionise the
premium built-in segment
by offering immediate
availability of high-end
products.

Tropicalised Liebherr
appliances feature en-
hanced compressors, rein-
forced insulation and opti-
mised cooling systems.
These modifications not
only ensure consistent per-
formance in ambient tem-
peratures but also boost
energy efficiency and ex-
tend product life.

The launch was held at
Liebherr Appliances’
Mumbai Experience Lieb-
herr appliances: Innova-
tion and quality, Powai
bringing together global
and India leadershipin the
presence of key dealers.

Reliance Retail Invests in UK-

Stock markets decline
on fag-end selling

Mumbai: Benchmark
stock indices Sensex and
Nifty pared intra-day gains
to close lower on Thursday
due to last-hour selling in
financial and metal shares.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex dropped by 170.22
points or 0.20 per cent to
settle at 83,239.47. During
the day, it jumped 440.4
points or 0.52 per cent to
83,850.09.

The 50-share NSE Nifty
declined by 48.10 points or
0.19 per cent to 25,405.30.

Among the Sensex
firms, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Bajaj Finserv, Bajaj
Finance, Adani Ports,
Trent, State Bank of India,
Titan and Tata Consultan-
cy Services were the
laggards.

However, Maruti, Info-
sys, NTPC, Asian Paints,
Eternal and Hindustan
Unilever were among the
biggest gainers.

"Markets traded volatile
on the weekly expiry day
and ended marginally low-
er, continuing the ongoing
consolidation phase," Ajit
Mishra - SVP, Research,
Religare Broking Ltd said.

Sector-wise, the trend
remained mixed -- auto
and pharma posted gains,
while metal and realty
were among the top losers,
he added. The broader in-

dices also mirrored this
movement and closed on a
flat note.

In Asian markets, South
Korea's Kospi, Japan's Nik-
kei 225 index and Shang-
hai's SSE Composite index
settled higher while Hong
Kong's Hang Seng ended
lower.

European markets were
trading on a mixed note.
The US markets ended
mostly higher on
Wednesday.

The Indian services sec-
tor growth touched a ten-
month high in June aided
by robust expansion in in-
ternational sales and job
creation, amid positive de-
mand trends and ongoing
improvement in sales, a
monthly survey said on
Thursday.

The seasonally adjusted
HSBC India Services PMI
Business Activity Index
rose from 58.8 in May to
60.4 in June, driven by
sharp upturn in new busi-
ness orders.

In the Purchasing Man-
agers' Index (PMI) par-
lance, a print above 50
means expansion, while a
score below 50 denotes
contraction.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude declined 1.03
per cent to USD 68.40 a bar-
rel.

Business Loans

No pre-payment

Mumbai: The RBI on
Wednesday directed banks
and other lenders not to
levy any pre-payment
charges on all floating-rate
loans and advances, includ-
ing for business purposes,
availed by individuals and
micro and small enterpris-
es (MSEs).

The directions will be ap-
plicable to all loans and ad-
vances sanctioned or re-
newed on or after January
1, 2026.

In terms of extant guide-
lines, banks and NBFCs are
not permitted to levy fore-
closure charges/pre-pay-
ment penalties on any float-
ing rate term-loan

sanctioned to individual
borrowers with or without
co-obligant(s) for purposes
other than business.

In acircular, the Reserve
Bank said the availability
of easy and affordable fi-
nancing to micro and small
enterprises (MSEs) is of
paramount importance.

However, the Reserve
Bank's supervisory reviews
have indicated divergent
practices among regulated
entities (REs) with regard
to the levy of pre-payment
charges in case of loans
sanctioned to MSEs, which
lead to customer grievanc-
es and disputes, it said.

Based on a review of the

charges

supervisory findings and
public feedback received on
a draft circular, the central
bank has issued the Re-
serve Bank of India (Pre-
payment Charges on
Loans) Directions, 2025.

For all loans granted for
business purpose to indi-
viduals and MSEs, with or
without co-obligant(s), a
commercial bank (exclud-
ing Small Finance bank,
Regional Rural bank and
Local Area bank), a Tier 4
Primary (Urban) Co-opera-
tive bank, an NBFC-UL,
and an All India Financial
Institution "shall not levy
any pre-payment charges",
said the directions.

Based FACEGYM, Bringing

Facial Fitness to I

Mumbai: Reliance Retail Ventures 2
Limited (RRVL) has made a strategic
minority investment in FACEGYM, a UK-
based global innovator in facial fitness
and skincare. This marks a major step in
Reliance’s expansion into the fast-
growing beauty and wellness
segment.Founded by Inge Theron,
FACEGYM is known for introducing a
new category that blends skincare,
wellness, and facial fitness. It offers non-
invasive facial workouts combined with
advanced skincare products that have
gained a cult following in major global
markets.Through this partnership,
Reliance’s beauty platform Tira will lead
FACEGYM’s entry into the Indian
market. Over the next five years, Reliance

d
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plans to establish the brand through

standalone studios and exclusive sections
within select Tira stores across major
Indian cities.RRVL aims to use its vast
retail network and strong consumer
insights to successfully scale FACEGYM
in India. This move aligns with Reliance
Retail’s broader goal to become a
dominant player in India’s beauty and
personal care sector.Bhakti Modi, Co-
founder and CEO of Tira, expressed
excitement about the partnership.
“FACEGYM fits perfectly with the
evolving Indian consumer who seeks
experience-based, science-backed beauty
solutions,” she said. FACEGYM'’s facial
fitness concept includes signature
massage techniques, electrical muscle
stimulation (EMS), and collagen-boosting
skincare. These methods aim to sculpt,
lift, and improve skin health without
invasive procedures.Angelo Castello,
CEO of FACEGYM, said, “Our

partnership with Reliance will be a
catalyst in bringing facial fitness to a
wider audience. India is a key market for
our global expansion.”The collaboration
reflects FACEGYM’s ambition to scale in
high-growth regions while allowing
Reliance to further strengthen its
leadership in beauty retail with
innovative offerings.RRVL operates over
19,000 stores and multiple digital
platforms across grocery, fashion,
pharma, and electronics. It reported a
consolidated turnover of 3.30 lakh crore
and an EBITDA of 25,053 crore for FY
2024-25.This investment enhances Tira’s
portfolio, which already includes brands
like Akind, Dream, Immerse Play, and
Nails Our Way.The move also reinforces
Reliance’s commitment to introducing
global innovations to Indian consumers
and shaping the future of beauty
experiencesin the country.

QUOTE OF THE DAY

Dubai

Dubai: From suspended
tables to underwater
lounges, some 13,000 food
and drink establishments
in Dubai pull out all the
stops to attract customers
in one of the world's most
saturated dining markets.

They cater to all tastes
and budgets. Some spots
ladle out inexpensive biry-
ani while others offer dish-
es dusted with edible gold.

These are some of the
ways the emirate is com-
peting with its neighbours
Saudi Arabia and Qatar for
tourist dollars and, so far,
it's beating them handily.

Dubai has more restau-
rants per capita than any
major city except Paris.

But the city-state's
booming restaurant scene
is testing the limits of its
growth-at-all-costs model,
raising questions about
how long Dubai can keep
feeding its own ambitions.

Competitive market

The competition is cut-
throat, so presentation is
key.

“Gone are the days when
it just tastes good,” said
Kym Barter, the general
manager of Atlantis The
Palm, a resort perched on

a manmade archipelago
that boasts more Michelin
stars than any other venue
in the Middle East.

But dazzling Dubai's
food bloggers — the most

popular of whom have mil-

lions of social media fol-
lowers — isn't enough.
Staying afloat means bat-
tling high rents and win-
ning over a diverse and

of high costs

demanding group of
consumers.

Dubai has roughly nine
expatriate residents for
every Emirati citizen. Most
of its private sector work-
ers are migrants on tempo-
rary contracts, and only
Vatican City has a higher
share of foreign-born
residents.

Tourists, in turn, out-
number locals about five to
one by some estimates, and
they spend lavishly. Visi-
tors to Dubai drop an aver-
age of over five times more
than those travelling to
nearby Saudi Arabia or

even the US, according to
global restaurant consult-
ant Aaron Allen.

With each new set of il-
luminated high-rises and
hotels, another crop of eat-
eries emerge, vying for pa-
trons. The legions of con-
struction workers
powering Dubai's progress
also need affordable
options.

That growth, propped
up in part by investor pres-
sure on some of the world's
biggest chains to expandin
Dubai, has created what
some analysts warn is a
bubble.

business activity
index was up to a
ten-month high,

in new domestic

orders. Margins
improved, as the

charges.”

“The Services PMI

led by a sharp rise

rise in input costs
was below that seen for output

Chief India Economist, HSBC

Pranjul Bhandari,
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‘Gill's strategy:
traits of a world

class player’

Mumbai: India captain
Shubman Gill's clearly
thought-out strategy and
body language on the open-
ing day of the second Test
against England are traits
of a world-class player
with a bright future, says
former cricketer Jonathan
Trott.

Gill stood tall with a sec-
ond consecutive ton in the
five-Test series, reaching
114 not out (216 balls, 12
fours) at stumps to take In-
dia to a sturdy 310/5 on the
opening day of the second
Test in Birmingham.

The former England bat-
ter and incumbent Afghan-
istan coach heaped praise
on the Indian skipper, who
held the innings together
on a tricky opening day
wherein England threat-
ened to cause more dam-
age than they did.

"What also stood out was
his body language and the
way he scored hisruns. His
control against the English
bowlers sent a message to
the dressing room that he
was taking charge
(and) leading
from the front,"
Trott said in
'JioHotstar".

"His intent was clear:
"I'll be there, I'll be not out,
and I'll resume tomorrow.
I'll make sure we get into a
winning position'. (It was)
very impressive from such
a young man — a world-
class player with a bright
future."

"Having the confidence

to execute a plan that's not
necessarily textbook, but
gives you an edge over the
opposition, is remarkable.
As captain, that has a sig-
nificant impact not just out
in the middle, but also for
those watching from the
team balcony," he added.

Difference in approach

Trott pointed out the dif-
ference in Gill's approach
while facing England pac-
ers Brydon Carse and
Chris Woakes as one of the
highlights of his innings.

"Carse has a bit more
pace than Chris Woakes,
but what's impressive is
Gill's understanding of
how to counter both," he
said.

"He knows Woakes will
try to attack the stumps,
and without ex-
press pace,
Gill formu-
lated a
plan to
handle
that
not some-
thing he
came up
with

on the
day, but a
strategy clearly
thought out well in
advance. This is
what separates good
players from average
ones and world-class play-

ers from the rest."”

While Gill crossed the
triple-figure mark, opener
Yashasvi Jaiswal missed
his second hundred when
he fell for 87 but his perfor-
mances in England so far
have impressed the former
batter.

"There was a bit of a
contrast — some play and
misses, but also some ex-
quisite cricket shots. We've
spoken about how he tends
to chase the ball outside
off at times, but when he
plays straight, he times the
ball so well."

"He doesn't need to over-
hit. We've seen him dis-
mantle bowling attacks
before, and he's shown he
can hit sixes almost at will.
But across these three in-
nings in England, he seems
to be in much better
control."

Trott added, "He has de-

. veloped a game plan; he

knows where and when
to score. England will

-“
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Grand Chess Tour

Gukesh in joint lead
with Carlsen, Wesley

Zagreb (Croatia): World
champion D Gukesh came
up with two straight victo-
ries to tie for the top spot
along side world No. 1 Mag-
nus Carlsen of Norway,
Duda Jan-Krzysztof of Po-
land and American Wesley
So at the end of the first
three rounds of Super
United Rapid and Blitz
Chess tournament, a part
of the Grand Chess Tour.

Starting the day with a
loss against Duda, Gukesh
overpowered a reckless Al-
ireza Firouzja of France
before defeating compa-
triot R Praggnanandhaato
reach on four points out of
a possible six.

Carlsen beat Wesley So
and drew his remaining
two games against local
star Ivan Saric and Duda to
match Gukesh on points,
while Wesley was the only
other player involved in
all decisive games,
apart from
Gukesh, as he
put it across
his US compa-
triot Fabiano
Caruana and
Anish Giri of
Holland.

In-form
Praggnana-
ndhaa had a

tough day in office as he
drew with Firouzja and
Nodirbek Abdusattorov of
Uzbekistan with the loss
against Gukesh costing
him dearly.

With six rounds still to
come in the rapid section,
and 18 thereafter in the
blitz, it's early days but
Carlsen still remains the
firm favourite in his sec-
ond favourite version after
freestyle chess.

With four players in
front, Giri and Saric are
close behind with three
points apiece and then a
group of four players --
Caruana, Abdusattorov,
Firouzja and Praggnana-
ndhaa -- follow then with
two points each.

In the rapid section, two
points are awarded for a
victory while in blitz there
will be one point for each
win.

Gukesh was not dis-
heartened after his first-
round loss and came up
with a fine effort. "Duda
just got a nice position and
played well," said Gukesh
after the end of the day.

Firouzja got a bit impa-
tient against the Indian,
while Praggnanandhaa
simply blundered.

Carlsen was held by
Saric in a game played well
by the Croatian, and
his second-

round victory
was pretty
m u c¢ h
Carlsensque
as he ground
down Wesley
in the end-
game that
lasted 75
moves.

W

try to challenge that with
tricky field placements,
testing his patience and
ego. But overall, (he is)
very impressive. He is a
fantastic player for
India."

"Frustrated™ Woakes
rues missed chances

Seasoned England pacer
Chris Woakes admitted to
feeling "frustrated" after a
couple of tight umpiring
calls went in India's favour
against his bowling on the
opening day of the second
Test here.

Woakes, with his im-
maculate line and length,
turned out to be the stand-
out bowler for the hosts as
he ended day one with fig-
ures of 2 for 59 from 18
overs.

However, two key re-
views off his bowling --
both ruled umpire's call --
did not go England's way.

"It was a pretty frustrat-
ing morning, really,"
Woakes told reporters af-
ter stumps on the opening
day on Wednesday.

"Obviously emotions
run high when you are des-

nerate to do well for the
team, do well for your-
self and it would have
been nice... had those
decisions gone our way,
the day looks completely
different, but that is Test
~ricket and we move on,"
1e added.

Both decisions in-

rolved India's top order.

First Khelo
India Water
Sports
Festival

New Delhi: Srinagar will
host the inaugural Khelo
India Water Sports Festival
at its iconic Dal Lake
where more than 400 ath-
letes from all over the
country will compete in
disciplines like kayaking
and canoeing, water skiing
and rowing from August 21
to 23.

Sports minister Man-
sukh Mandaviya an -
nounced this in an interac-
tion with the media here
and said it would add to the
government's push for ex-
pansion of the Khelo India
movement that recently
added the first ever Beach
Games in Diu to its roster.

The festival is scheduled
to be held under the verti-
cal of Sports Competition
and Talent Development of
Khelo India Scheme.

"This initiative aims to
promote water sports and
enhance the reach and
popularity of water
sports," Mandaviya said.

Apart from Kayaking
and Canoeing, Rowing, and
Water Skiing, Shikara and
and Dragon Boat races will
also be held.

The ministry is expect-
ing more than 400 athletes
from 36 States and Union
Territories to participate
in this first of its kind
event.

The nomination of ath-
letes will be done by the
National Sports Federa-
tion from their National
Championships or other
suitable events.

e

CJ Club's revamp

By Correspondent

Mumbai: Industrialists
Yohan and Michelle Poon-
awalla have extended their
support towards the crea-
tion of a world-class flood-
lit, multipurpose sports
complex at the Cowasjee
Jehangir Colony (CJ
Club), Mumbai. The newly
inaugurated sports facility
will feature courts for ten-
nis, pickleball, volleyball,
throwball, basketball and
sepak takraw.

The initiative aligned
with CJ Club’s 25th Silver
Jubilee year, the new facil-
ity was unveiled by the
Managing Committee
Members and Club Mem-
bers. Designed to promote
wellness, inclusion and
youth development, the

complex is fully equipped
with professional-grade
sports Kits, surface finish-
ing, synthetic flooring,
lighting systems, and civil
infrastructure.
Commenting on the ini-
tiative, Yohan Poonawalla,
Chairman of the Poona-
walla Group, said, “For us,
giving back to society isn’t
just a responsibility, it’s a
way of life. This sports fa-
cility is our tribute to the
spirit of youth and to nur-
ture the growing athletic
potential in the city.”
Michelle Poonawalla,
Director, Poonawalla
Group and artist, added,
“We are deeply committed
to supporting projects that
drive impact at the grass-
roots. Access to quality
recreational spaces is es-

sential, not just for physi-
cal fitness, but for overall
well-being. This sports
complex is a space of joy,
inclusion, and
aspiration.”

The new endeavour
adds to the Poonawallas’
growing legacy of philan-
thropy. From the ac -
claimed restoration of
Pune’s iconic Turf Club to
the recent establishment
of a cutting-edge Neuro-
logical and Trauma Care
Unit at Ruby Hall Clinic,
their initiatives span
across healthcare, educa-
tion, heritage preserva-
tion, and public welfare
and many more, consist-
ently reflecting their vi-
sion of building a better
and a more equitable
society.

Shotgun shooters
set to compete

National Skating Championship

Jeshtha Pawar wins three golds

By Correspondent

Mumbai: Mumbai's seven-
year-old Jeshtha Shashank
Pawar performed brilliant-
ly at the recently held Na-
tional Road Skating Cham-
pionship in Kolkata and
won three gold medals.
Jeshtha, who participat-
ed in the six to eight age
groups, also won the title

of the fastest and youngest
skater in the competition.
She became the first skater
from Mumbai to achieve
such a feat.

Jeshtha is studying at
LE.S. Orion School at Hin-
du Colony, Dadar. She is
being trained by Mehmood
Siddiqui, Rajsingh and
Ajay Shivlani at Speedx
Skating Academy.

Jesthta had also won
three gold medals in the
11-country international
skating competition, called
Endurance World Federa-
tion International Champi-
ons Cup tournament, held
in Thailand last year.

Jeshtha has previously
won many awards at the
district, state and national
level tournaments.

New Delhi: An experi -
enced bunch of shooters,
comprising the likes of
Olympian Angad Vir Sin-
¢h Bajwa, Lakshay Sheo-
ran and Mairaj Ahmed
Khan, will compete in the
ISSF Shotgun World Cup
commencing in Lonato, It-
aly, from Sunday.

After a practice day on
Saturday, the skeet shoot-
ers will be the first to take
aim when the qualifying
rounds in the men's and
women's sections are held,
with the finals scheduled
for Tuesday.

Angad Bajwa, Anantjeet
Singh Naruka and Mairaj
Ahmad Khan will compete
in men's skeet, while in the
women's category Olympi-
ans Maheshwari Chauhan
and Raiza Dhillon along
with Ganemat Sekhon will
be seen in action.

Former Asian Games
silver medallist Lakshay
Sheoran will lead India's
challenge in men's trap
alongside Jaswinder Singh
and Zoravar Sandhu. In
women's trap, Neeru,
Preeti Rajak and Pragati
Dubey will represent the
country.

In mixed team trap, Lak-
shay will pair with Neeru,
while Sandhu will team up
with Preeti.

"The squad has settled
down and is training in

ISSF WORLD CUP
SHOTGUN

LONATO DEL GARDA, ITA
4 JUL - 14 JUL 2025

right earnest,” said coach
Vikram Chopra in a Na-
tional Rifle Association of
India release.

"This will be the last
World Cup stage before the
World Championships in
Athens and it is important
that things start falling
into place at the right
time," he added.

As many as 551 athletes
from 73 nations will com-
pete in the event here.

Indian squad:

Skeet (Men): Angad Vir
Singh Bajwa, Anantjeet
Singh Naruka, Mairaj
Ahmed Khan. (Women)
Maheshwari Chauhan,
Raiza Dhillon, Ganemat
Sekhon.

Trap (Men): Lakshay
Sheoran, Jaswinder Singh,
Zoravar Singh Sandhu.
(Women) Neeru Dhanda,
Preeti Rajak Pragati
Dubey.

Trap Mixed Team:
Lakshay Sheoran & Neeru
Dhanda and Zoravar Sand-
hu & Preeti Rajak.

Player’s loneliness revives debate

London: When Naomi
Osaka opened up about her
anxiety and depression at
the 2021 French Open, it
sparked a conversation in
sports — and society at
large — about mental
health and the importance
of addressing such issues.

In the time since, more
and more players have spo-
ken about the topic and
seeking help, and whatever
taboos there were seem to
have faded. Still, the way
three-time Grand Slam fi-
nalist Alexander Zverev
discussed his state of mind

after a first-round exit at
Wimbledon this week re-
vived the conversation.

"I feel very alone out
there at times. I struggle
mentally. ... I'm trying to
find ways to kind of get out
of this hole. I keep kind of
finding myself back initin
a way," said Zverev, who
was the runner-up at the
Australian Open in Janu-
ary but then went through
a rough stretch of results
this season when he had a
chance to overtake Jannik
Sinner at No. 1 in the
rankings.

Alexander Zverev says
at Wimbledon he feels
quite alone in life'

“I feel, generally speak-
ing, quite alone in life at
the moment, which is a
feeling that is not very
nice," Zverev said. "It's not
a feeling on a tennis court,
it's just a life feeling in
general.”

Players at the All Eng-
land Club were asked
Wednesday about Zverev's
words.

They could empathize,
some said.

Others offered advice.

Amanda Anisimova was
a French Open semifinalist
as a teen in 2019, then an-
nounced two years ago she
was taking time off be-
cause of burnout. She's
been back for a while now
and reached the third
round at Wimbledon with
a victory Wednesday.

“It's definitely tricky.
Each and every one of us
goes through something at
some point in our lives. We
have our bouts of negative
times. It honestly takes
some self-reflecting, figur-
ing out what's going wrong

or how can I create a life-
style that I enjoy. I feel like
there are so many factors.
For me, personally, it was
finding people that I could
confide in and I trusted.
People that I could talk to,"
Anisimova said.

“What Alex said about
feeling lonely ... a lot of
people struggle with being
lonely, especially on the
pro circuit,” she said, add-
ing that taking a break
from tour life "really
helped me and I'm happy I
did that, because I came
back with a new perspec-

over mental health

tive, felt refreshed, and I
feel like I learned a lot
about myself.”

Therapy for help

Top-ranked Aryna Sa-
balenka, who owns three
major trophies, said that
she worked with a thera-
pist for five years.

“It's really important to
talk openly about whatev-
er you're dealing with. ...
It's really important to be
open and to talk about
what are you experiencing,
because if you're going to
keep itinside, it's just going

to destroy you. I think
that's kind of like
something
happening to
him,” Sa-
balenka said.
“1 think
(Zverev) just
needs to open
up to whoever
is close to
him.”

At the Aus-
tralian Open,
title

Madison Keys addressed
her reliance on therapy
and the ways in
which it both al-
lowed her to be
happier, in gener-
al, and more suc-
cessful at tennis
—asportinwhich
losses are fre-
quent and expec-
tations can be a
burden.
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1. The irst batch of pilgrims leaves
from a base camp at Baltal for the
annual Amarnath Yatra in Ganderbal
district on Thursday.

2. Tribal priests carrying idols perform
rituals of 'Kharchi Puja', near the
Howrah river, on the outskirts of
Agartala on Wednesday.

3. Chief of the Army Staff (COAS)
General Upendra Dwivedi during a
visit to the Indian Military Training
Team (IMTRAT) in Bhutan.

4. People cool off at Trocadero
fountain near the Eiffel Tower during
a heat wave on Wednesday.

5. Farmers plant rice saplings at a
ield in Nagaon district, Assam on

CINEMA STORIES

Televised Paranoia, Directed by Chaos:
Reassessing The Osterman Weekend

Shoumojit Banerjee

lum’s airport reads. While the

Bourne trilogy promised glimps-
es into the shadowy world of the ter-
rorist Carlos the Jackal, Ludlum’s
bloated doorstops, with titles sound-
ing like offshore holding firms (‘The
Icarus Agenda,” ‘The Scorpio Illu-
sion’) featured convoluted conspira-
cies that invited instant forgetful-
ness. The unbearably bland prose
seemed like a briefing note from
Kafka’s least imaginative
bureaucrat.

That said, Ludlum’s earlier output
in the 1970s had some teeth. The
most compelling was perhaps his
second novel, ‘The Osterman Week-
end’ (1972). More intriguing still was
the fact that its film version was the
last hurrah of director Sam Peck-
inpah, American cinema’s enfant
terrible known as ‘Bloody Sam.’

However, few farewells in Ameri-
can cinema have been as derided as
‘The Osterman Weekend’ (1983).
Peckinpah the auteur, who once
made violence operatic in ‘The Wild
Bunch’ (1969) and existential in
‘Bring Me the Head of Alfredo Gar-
cia’ (1974), was seen as bowing out
with a whimper. Released to critical
hostility and commercial indiffer-
ence, ‘The Osterman Weekend’ was
swiftly dismissed as a hopelessly
muddled thriller.

Yet such a view underestimates
the film’s sinister prescience. While
time has not softened the film’s edg-
es, those edges are well-worth ad-
miring today.

Ludlum’s original book was a
white-knuckle, paranoid fever
dream in which a smug liberal tele-
vision host is manipulated by the
CIA into uncovering a Soviet spy
ring among his closest friends over
a weekend.

Ihave never cared for Robert Lud-

Peckinpah, working with an edgy
script by Alan Sharp (who penned
brilliant screenplays for ‘Ulzana’s
Raid’ and ‘Night Moves’), elevated
Ludlum’s novel into something en-
tirely different - a fractured, fatalis-
tic study of institutional rot and the
poisoned well of American trust,
overlaying the film with prescient
depictions of hyper-surveillance,
media manipulation and a blistering
commentary on television itself.

The result is an uneasy (some -
times unpleasant) but often electric
cocktail of thriller, avant-garde me-
dia satire and chamber drama with
a heavyweight cast.

()sterman
Weekend

o |7,

At the film’s core is Dutch actor
Rutger Hauer as the slick, vaguely
narcissistic John Tanner — the TV
journalist whose credibility rests on
exposing political rot. He is a man
constantly performing on-air and
off, and whose trust in truth as spec-
tacle is fatally exploited towards the
end.

Tanner is approached by a shad-
owy CIA operative Lawrence Fassett
(a magnetically reptilian John
Hurt), who tells him that his closest
friends are KGB moles and part of a
Soviet spy cell named ‘Omega.” A
reluctant Tanner agrees to help
flush the traitors out, allowing Fas-
sett to bug his home and monitor his
friends.

Tanner’s weekend gathering of
his college friends - played respec-
tively by Craig T. Nelson (as Bernard
Osterman, in whose honour the

weekend is named), the nervous
Dennis Hopper, and Chris Sarandon
—soon becomes a cauldron of suspi-
cion as a slow psychological detona-
tion unfolds.

This tangled web of manipulation
presided by the film’s other major
character - CIA chief Maxwell Dan-
forth (superbly essayed by the tower-
ing Burt Lancaster). Danforth is a
Cold War relic, a mandarin with po-
litical ambitions. With imperial wea-
riness, he presides over the mayhem
executed by his acolyte Fassett.

However, Hurt’s Fassett has other
plans. As an agent in East Berlin,
Fassett’s wife was killed by the KGB
as part of a trade-off acceded to by
Danforth. Out for revenge, Fassett
manipulates Tanner to settle scores
with Danforth, weaponizing the
journalist’s ego and thirst for right-
eous exposure. Tanner, in turn, is
pitted against his college friends -
each of whom now lives a life of up-
per-middle-class hedonism, far re-
moved from their youthful Berkley
idealism. No one is in control for
long.

There is a sense that both the Lan-
caster and Hurt characters loathe
Tanner and his jet-set friends not
just as potential ‘traitors’ but as
symbols of a generation that sold
out.

Overhanging this tangled web of
deception is Peckinpah’s contempt
for television as a medium of ma-
nipulation and spectacle. The media
circus, in Peckinpah’s hands, be-
comes not just a symptom of rot but
the rot itself.

The cast matches the film’s grim
vision. John Hurt is brilliantly un-
readable; his Fassett may be mad or
merely broken. Lancaster brings a
fading patrician menace to Dan-
forth, his icy detachment only ampli-
fying the horror. And Hauer, as Tan-
ner, strikes the right balance of
smugness and desperation, his cool
European detachment unravelling
into moral panic.

‘The Osterman Weekend’ seemed
peculiarly apt for a post-Watergate
world. But in today’s age of deep-
fakes, data leaks and ambient para-
noia, its resonance feels prophetic.
Time to ignore the critics and take
another look.

Can Trump Beat the

‘Second-Te[m C

hile he likes to provoke op-
ponents with the possibili-
ty of serving a third term,

Donald Trump faces a more immedi-
ate historical burden that has
plagued so many presidents: the
“second term curse”.

Twenty-one US presidents have
served second terms, but none has
reached the same level of success
they achieved in their first.

Second term performances have
ranged from the lacklustre and un-
inspiring to the disastrous and dead-
ly. Voter dissatisfaction and frustra-
tion, presidential fatigue and a lack
of sustainable vision for the future
are all explanations.

But Trump doesn't quite fit the
mould. Only one other president,
Grover Cleveland in the late 19th
century, has served a second non-
consecutive term, making Trump
2.0 difficult to measure against other
second-term leaders.

Trump will certainly be hoping
history doesn't repeat Cleveland's
second-term curse. Shortly after
taking office he imposed 50 per cent
tariffs, triggering global market
volatility that culminated in the
“Panic of 1893”.

At the time, this was the worst
depression in US history: 19 per cent
unemployment, a run-on gold from
the US Treasury, a stock market
crash and widespread poverty.

More than a century on, Trump's
“move fast and break things” ap-
proach in a nonconsecutive second
term might appeal to voters de -
manding action above all else. But
he risks being drawn into areas he
campaigned against.

So far, he has gone from fighting
atrade war and a culture war to con-
templating a shooting war in the
Middle East. His “big beautiful bill”
will add trillions to the national debt
and potentially force poorer voters
—including many Republicans - off
Medicaid.

Whether his radical approach will
defy or conform to the second term
curse seems very much an open
question.

No kings

The two-term limit was enacted by

the 22nd Amendment to the Consti-
tution in 1951. Without a maximum
term, it was feared, an authoritarian
could try to take control for life - like
a king (hence the recent “No Kings”
protests in the US).

George Washington, James Madi-
son and Thomas Jefferson all de-
clined to serve a third term. Jeffer-
son was suspicious of any president
who would try to be re-elected a
third time, writing:

Should a President consent to be
a candidate for a 3d. election, I trust
he would be rejected on this demon-
stration of ambitious views.

There is a myth that after Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt broke the de
facto limit of two terms set by the
early presidents, the ghost of George
Washington placed a curse on any-
one serving more than four years.

Atbest, second-term presidencies
have been tepid compared to the
achievements in the previous four
years. After the second world war,
some two-term presidents (Eisen-
hower, Reagan and Obama) started
out strong but faltered after
reelection.

Eisenhower extricated the US
from the Korean War in his first
term, but faced domestic backlash
and race riots in his second. He had
to send 500 paratroopers to escort
nine Black high school students in
Little Rock, Arkansas, to enforce a
federal desegregation order.

Reagan made significant tax and
spending cuts, and saw the Soviet
Union crumble in term one. But the
Iran-Contra scandal and watered
down tax reform defined term two.

Obama started strongly, introduc-
ing health care reform and uniting
the Democratic voter base. After

urse'?

reelection, however, the Democrats
lost the House, the Senate, a Su-
preme Court nomination, and faced
scandals over the Snowden security
leaks and Internal Revenue Service
targeting of conservative groups.

Truly disastrous examples of sec-
ond term presidencies include Abra-
ham Lincoln (assassination), Wood-
row Wilson (first world war, failure
of the League of Nations, a stroke),
Richard Nixon (Watergate, impeach-
ment and resignation), and Bill Clin-
ton (Lewinsky scandal and
impeachment).

Monumental honours

It may be too early to predict how
Trump will feature in this pantheon
of less-than-greatness. But his ap-
proval ratings recently hit an all-
time low as Americans reacted to
the bombing of Iran and deployment
of troops in Los Angeles.

A recent YouGov poll showed vot-
ers giving negative approval ratings
for his handling of inflation, jobs,
immigration, national security and
foreign policy. While there has been
plenty of action, it may be the levels
of uncertainty, drastic change and
market volatility are more extreme
than some bargained for.

An uncooperative Congress or op-
position from the judiciary can be
obstacles to successful second
terms. But Trump has used execu-
tive orders, on the grounds of con-
fronting “national emergencies”, to
bypass normal checks and
balances.

As well, favourable rulings by the
Supreme Court have edged closer to
expanding the boundaries of execu-
tive power. But they have not yet
supported Trump's claim from his
first term that “I have an Article 2,
where I have the right to do what-
ever I want as President”.

Some supporters say Trump de-
serves a Nobel Peace Prize. And he
was only half joking when he asked
if there is room for one more face on
Mount Rushmore. But such monu-
mental honours may only amount to
speculation unless Trump's radical
approach and redefinition of execu-
tive power defy the second-term
curse.
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Gaza Genocide

Amnesty accuses system

of misusi

Cairo: Amnesty Interna-
tional accused a controver-
sial Israeli- and US-backed
system to distribute aid in
Gaza of using starvation
tactics against Palestinians
to continue to commit gen-
ocide in the Gaza Strip dur-
ing Israel's war with
Hamas.

The UK-based human
rights group released a re-
port Thursday condemn-
ing Israel and the Gaza
Humanitarian Foundation,
which the US and Israel
have backed to take over
aid distribution in Gaza
from a network led by the
United Nations.

Gaza's Health Ministry
says more than 500 Pales-
tinians have been killed at
or near GHF distribution
centres over the past
month. The centres are
guarded by private security
contractors and located
near Israeli military posi-
tions. Palestinian officials
and witnesses have ac-
cused Israeli forces of
opening fire at crowds of
people moving near the
sites.

The Amnesty report said
Israel has “turned aid-
seeking into a booby trap
for desperate starved Pal-
estinians” through GHF's
militarised hubs. The con-
ditions have created "a
deadly mix of hunger and
disease pushing the popu-
lation past breaking point.”

“This devastating daily
loss of life as desperate Pal-
estinians try to collect aid
is the consequence of their
deliberate targeting by Is-
raeli forces and the foresee-
able consequence of irre-
sponsible and lethal
methods of distribution,”
said Agnes Callamard, Am-

T —
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Airstrikes kill 94 overnight in Gaza

Tel Aviv: Airstrikes and shootings killed 94
Palestinians in Gaza overnight, including
38 while attempting to get much-needed
humanitarian aid, hospitals and the Health

Ministry said on Thursday.

Israel's military did not have immediate

comment on the strikes.

nesty's secretary general.

Israel denies

accusations

Israel's foreign minister de-
nounced the Amnesty re-
port, saying the organiza-
tion has “joined forces with
Hamas and fully adopted
all of its propaganda lies.”

The Israeli army says it
has fired warning shots to
control crowds and only
fires at people it says are
acting suspiciously.

The Foreign Ministry
and COGAT, the Israeli de-
fense body in charge of co-
ordinating aid to Gaza, said
Israel has facilitated the
entry of over 3,000 aid
trucks into the Gaza Strip
since May 19 and GHF has
delivered boxes of food

ng starvati

Five people were killed while outside sites
associated with the Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation, the newly created, secretive
American organization backed by Israel to

feed the Gaza Strip's population, while 33

others were killed waiting for aid trucks in

other locations across the Gaza Strip.

with the equivalent of 56
million meals.

Humanitarian organiza-
tions say that amount is not
nearly enough to meet
overwhelming need in
Gaza. GHF did not immedi-
ately return requests for
comment.

The World Food Pro-
gramme says despite the
new Israel-backed initia-
tive, food consumption
reached a critical low last
month, with food diversity
reaching its worst level
since the conflict began.

“The continued closure
of crossings, intensified
violence since March, soar-
ing food prices, and ex -
tremely limited humani-
tarian and commercial
supplies have severely re-

stricted access to even ba-
sic food items,” the WFP
said in a June report.

GHF hubs

Amnesty's report follows a
statement earlier this week
from more than 165 major
international charities and
non-governmental organi-
zations calling for an im-
mediate end to the founda-
tion. They say the new
mechanism allows Israel
to use food as a weapon,
violates humanitarian
principles and is

ineffective.

It's the latest sign of
trouble for the GHF, a se-
cretive initiative headed by
an evangelical leader who
is a close ally of President
Donald Trump. Last

on

month, the US government
pledged USD 30 million for
the group to continue op-
eration, the first known US
donation to the group,
whose other funding
sources remain opaque.

GHF started distribut-
ing aid May 26 following a
nearly three-month Israeli
blockade that pushed
Gaza's population of more
than 2 million to the brink
of famine.

Palestinian witnesses
have describe scenes of
chaos around the distribu-
tion sites, and two contrac-
tors in the operation have
told The Associated Press
that colleagues fired live
ammunition and stun gre-
nades toward crowds of
people. Palestinians often
must travel long distances
to reach the sites.

In a statement Tuesday,
GHF rejected criticism of
its operations and claimed
it has delivered more than
52 million meals to hungry
Palestinians.

“Instead of bickering
and throwing insults from
the sidelines, we would
welcome other humanitar-
ian groups to join us and
feed the people in Gaza,”
GHF said.

GHEF has called for Isra-
el's military to investigate
the allegations from Gaza's
Health Ministry, but last
month the organization
said there has been no vio-
lence in or around its cen-
tres and its personnel have
not opened fire.

Israel demanded the al-
ternative plan because it
accuses Hamas of siphon-
ing off aid. The UN and aid
groups deny there is sig-
nificant diversion.

Survivors rescued after a ferry sank wait for a health examination in
Gilimanuk on Bali island in Indonesia on Thursday.

Ferry carrying 65 sinks
near Bali, four dead

Gilimaunk: Rescuers
were searching Thursday
for 30 people who were
missing after a ferry sank
and four people died the
previous night near Indo-
nesia's resort island of
Bali.

As of Thursday after-
noon, 31 people had been
rescued from the ferry's 53
passengers and 12 crew
members, the National
Search and Rescue Agency
said in a statement.

The KMP Tunu Pratama
Jaya sank almost half an
hour after leaving Keta-
pang port in the East Java
town of Banyuwangi late
Wednesday for a 50-kilom-
eter trip to Bali's Gilima-
nuk port, authorities said.

A helicopter and nine
boats including two tug
boats and two inflatable
boats searched for survi-
vors with assistance from
fishermen and people
onshore.

Strong waves up to 2 me-

tres high and darkness
hampered emergency re-
sponders overnight, but an
official said improved
weather and sea conditions
Thursday morning were
assisting the search effort.

“For today's search we
are focusing on searching
on the water, as the initial
victims were found in the
water between the location
of the accident toward Gili-
manuk port,” Surabaya
Search and Rescue head
Nanang Sigit said in a
statement.

An officer at the port wit-
nessed the sinking before
rescuers could be alerted.

“The ferry could not be
contacted via radio from
the beginning. Then it
could be contacted by other
ships from the same com-
pany. But the ship was al-
ready in a tilting condi -
tion,” Sigit said.

Many of those rescued
were unconscious after
drifting in choppy waters

for hours, Banyuwangi Po-
lice Chief Rama Samtama
Putra said.

Indonesian authorities
are investigating the cause
of the accident. Survivors
told rescuers there ap -
peared to be a leak in the
engine room of the ferry,
which was carrying 22 ve-
hicles including 14 trucks.

Some family members
arrived at the portin a pan-
ic or weeping as they
sought information about
their loved ones.

Survivors were taken to
nearby medical facilities
including Jembrana Re-
gional Hospital in Bali.

“When the ferry started
to tilt, I initially intended to
jump into the sea, but the
ship quickly sank, so I did
not jump any more but
sank with the water enter-
ing the ship, maybe about 7
metres deep, so I immedi-
ately climbed up to the
top,” said Supardi, 64, a
survivor at the hospital.

Three Indians

Zelenskyy in
Denmark for talks
with key backers

Aarhus(Denmark):
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy arrived
in Denmark on Thursday
as the Nordic country
launched its European Un-
ion presidency, the Danish
prime minister's office
said.

Zelenskyy flew into the
western city of Aarhus. A
Ukrainian flag flew from
the aircraft cockpit as it
parked. He was due to hold
talks with Prime Minister
Mette Fredericksen and
European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen, both staunch back-
ers of Ukraine.

His trip comes after the
Trump administration de-
cided to halt some arms
shipments promised to
help Kyiv fight off Russia's

invasion.

“Ukraine belongs in the
EU. It is in the interest of
both Denmark and Europe.
Therefore, the Danish
Presidency will do every-
thing we can to help
Ukraine on its path to-
wards EU membership,”
Frederiksen said in a
statement.

Her government has in-
vested in Ukraine's defense
industry — which can pro-
duce arms and ammuni-
tion more quickly and
cheaply than elsewhere in
Europe — and has invited
UKkrainian companies to
set up shop on safer ground
in Denmark.

UKkraine's EU member-
ship path is being blocked
by Hungary. Prime Minis-
ter Viktor Orban insists
that Ukraine should re-
main a buffer zone be -
tween Russia and NATO
countries.

During his visit to Den-
mark, Zelenskyy is also
expected to discuss coop-
eration in the defence in-
dustry and new sanctions
against Russia. He is also
likely to have an audience
with King Frederik X of
Denmark.

Helicopter
crash kills
soldiers

Mogadishu: Five Ugan-
dan soldiers were killed
when a military helicopter
serving the African Union
peacekeeping mission in
Somalia crashed Wednes-
day at an airport in the
capital, Mogadishu, ac-
cording to Ugandan
authorities.

The Mi-24 helicopter
was arriving from an air-
field in the Lower Shabelle
region with eight people on
board at the time of the
crash. It originally be-
longed to the Ugandan Air
Force but was being oper-
ated by the African Union
peacekeeping mission.

Uganda's military said
in a statement that the
helicopter was on “a rou-
tine combat escort mis-
sion," and the pilot, co-pilot
and flight engineer sur-
vived the crash with seri-
ous injuries and burns.

Ahmed Moalim Hassan,
director-general of the So-
malia Civil Aviation Au-
thority, told state media
that investigations are
underway.

Aviation officer Omar
Farah, who was among the
first toreach the crash site,
told The Associated Press
that he “saw the helicopter
spinning and then it fell
very fast.”

Greece Wildire Out Of Control

Hotels, homes evacuated

Athens (Greece): A fast-
moving wildfire whipped
by gale-force winds burned
through the night and into
Thursday on Greece's
southern island of Crete,
prompting the evacuation
of more than 1,500 people
from hotels and homes.

The fire department said
230 firefighters backed up
by 10 water-dropping air-
craft were battling the
flames, which have burned
through forest and farm-
land in Crete's Ierapetra
area on the island's south-
ern coast. Two people were
evacuated by boat over-
night, while six private
boats were on standby in
case further evacuations
by sea became necessary,
the coast guard said.

Homes were reported
damaged as flames swept
through hillside forests,
fanned by strong winds.

“It's a very difficult situ-
ation. The fire is very hard
to contain. Right now, they
cannot contain it,” Nek-
tarios Papadakis, a civil
protection official at the
regional authority, told
The Associated Press
overnight.

“The tourists who were
moved out are all okay.
They have been taken to an
indoor basketball arena
and hotels in other regions
of the island,” he said.

The Fire Service and a
civil protection agency is-
sued mobile phone alerts
for the evacuations and ap-
pealed to residents not to

return to try to save their
property.

As fires crested ridge -
lines and edged toward
residential areas, the blaze
sent clouds of ash into the
night sky, illuminated by
the headlights of emergen-
cy vehicles and water
trucks that lined the coast-
al road near the resorts of
Ferma and Achlia on the
southeast of Crete.

Several residents were
treated for breathing diffi-
culties, officials said, but
there were no immediate
reports of serious
injuries.

Crete is one of Greece's
most popular destinations
for both foreign and domes-
tic tourists.

abducted in Mali

New Delhi: India has ex-
pressed deep concern over
the abduction of three In-
dian nationals in Mali amid
a series of terrorist attacks
in various parts of the West
African country.

A day after the Indians
were abducted, New Delhi
on Wednesday called upon
the Mali government to
take all necessary meas-
ures to secure their "safe
and expeditious" release.

The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) ex -
pressed its "deep concern”
regarding the abduction of
Indians, employed at the
Diamond Cement Factory
in Kayes.

"The incident occurred
on July 1, when a group of
armed assailants carried
out a coordinated attack at
the factory premises and
forcibly took three Indian
nationals as hostages."
There has been no claim of
responsibility for the
kidnappings.

Al-Qaeda affiliate
Jama'at Nusrat al-Islam
wal-Muslimin (JNIM) has
claimed responsibility for
coordinated attacks across
Mali on Tuesday.

The MEA said the Indian
embassy in Bamako is in
"close and constant" com-
munication with the rele-

vant authorities, local law
enforcement agencies as
well as the management of
the Diamond Cement
Factory.

It said the missionis also
in touch with the family
members of the abducted
Indian nationals.

"The government of In-
dia unequivocally con-
demns this deplorable act
of violence and calls upon
the government of the Re-
public of Mali to take all
necessary measures to se-
cure the safe and expedi-
tious release of the abduct-
ed Indian nationals."

"Senior officials of the
ministry are closely moni-
toring the evolving situa-
tion and remain engaged at
various levels to facilitate
safe and early release of
Indian nationals," it said.

The MEA also advised
all Indians currently resid-
ing in Mali to exercise ut-
most caution, remain vigi-
lant and stay in close
contact with the embassy
in Bamako for regular up-
dates and necessary
assistance.

The ministry said it will
extend all possible support
to Indians and "remains
committed to ensuring the
safe return of the abducted
Indian nationals."

the hospitality
and the welcome

"The enthusiasm,

that | have always
received from India,
not to mention, the
support, and the fan
base in India even
though | have only
been there for a limited time. | would
not have been where | am if not for
the audience's investment in India.”

John Cena, Actor, Hollywood

\

Deepika in Hollywood Walk of Fame

Los Angeles: Actor Deep-
ika Padukone will receive
a star on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame, making her
possibly the first Bolly -
wood actor to be felicitated
with the coveted honour.

Hollywood Chamber of
Commerce, the official or-
ganisation which adminis-
ters the Hollywood Walk of
Fame, shared the news on
its official Instagram page
on Wednesday night.

"A new group of enter-
tainment professionals in
the categories of Motion
Pictures, Television, Live
Theatre/Live Perfor-

mance, Radio, Recording,
and Sports Entertainment
have been selected to re-
ceive stars on the Holly-
wood Walk of Fame by the
Walk of Fame Selection
Panel of the Hollywood
Chamber of Commerce,"
the post read.

"We are honoured to
welcome you to the Walk of
Fame Class of 2026!" it
added.

Padukone will receive
the star along with a host
of popular Hollywood ac-
tors including Emily
Blunt, Timothee Chalamet,
Marion Cotillard, Stanley

Y

Tucci, Rami Malek, Rachel
McAdams, Demi Moore,
filmmakers Chris Colum-

bus and Tony Scott.

From the television in-
dustry, "The Office" crea-
tor Greg Daniels, Sarah
Michelle Gellar, Chef Gor-
don Ramsay, Bradley
Whitford, and Noah Wyle
will be honoured.

The Hollywood Walk of
Fame celebrates achieve-
ments in the entertain-
ment industry with over
2,700 brass stars embedded
along the sidewalks of Hol-
lywood Boulevard and
Vine Street in Los Angeles,
making it a major tourist
attraction for visitors from
around the world.

Each star honours art-
ists from the worlds of
film, television, music, ra-
dio, and live performance
for their impact on popular
culture.

honorees were chosen
from among hundreds of
nominations to the com-
mittee at ameeting held on
June 14, 2024 and ratified
by the Hollywood Cham-
ber's Board of Directors on
the same day.

Padukone has emerged
as one of the top stars of
India since she made her
Bollywood debut with
2007's "Om Shanti Om".

She has starred in critical-
ly-acclaimed movies such
as "Love Aaj Kal", "Piku",
"Bajirao Mastani", "Goli-
yon Ki Raasleela Ram-Lee-

la", "Padmaavat",
"Chhapaak" and
"Gehraiyaan".

In Hollywood, she made
her debut with the 2017 ac-
tion movie "XXX: Return
of Xander Cage", co-star-
ring Vin Diesel. She was
also named one of TIME
magazine's 100 most influ-
ential people in 2018 and
received the TIME100 Im-
pact Award.
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